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Amateur Radio news courtesy of the ARRL Letter and Newsline 


Asia ate DX 
Convention 


he 2nd Asia Pacific DX Convention 
will be held at the Osaka Interna- 
tional House in Osaka, Japan 07-09 Nov 
2008. Specific details of the program 
will be announced on the web page soon. 
Check the website often for updates for 
APDXC 2008, at hitp://apdxc.org 
Photos and presentation videos 
-from APDXC 2005 are also on this 


website. You may register via website _ 


email information. 

Plan to arrive by 06 Nov, as APDXC 
2008 programs start early 07 Nov with 
a guided tour to the ICOM Factory in 
Wakayama. Additional tours include 
Nipponbashi (Electronics area), City of 


Nara — Japan’s capital in the 8th Century, - 


along with great fellowship with DXers 
from around the world. : 


W4PL Hatteras. 
Island NA-067 
Activation 


embers of the Tennessee Valley 

DX Association (TVDXA) will 
activate Hatteras Island using the call sign 
WA4PL. This island is part of the North 
Carolina State East group, IOTA NA-067. 
W4PL plans on being QRV about 1900Z 
Saturday, 27 Sep 2008 and will go QRT 
Saturday, 04 Oct 2008. 

The group will use 100-Watt trans- 
ceivers and plan to be active on 10-80 
Meters HF (SSB, CW with some PSK and 
RTTY), and 6 Meter SSB and CW. 

Please QSL via K4KWK direct 
(SASE) or via bureau. Additional infor- 
mation will be added to our website at 
www.tvdxa.com during and following 
the activation. — WA4AA 


{> Texas OSO Party 


exar Operators Group, WSBOG, will 
be active for the Texas QSO Party 
1400Z 27 Sep - 2000Z 28 Sep 2008 (with 
a break in between). The event and will 
be located at Garner State Park, 234 RR 
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1050, Concan, TX. We have chosen to 
deploy at a “tent site — with water and 
electric;” the reservation has been put in 
place. We will stress battery operation 
of our station(s) so as to better determine 
capacity vs. duty cycle on HF using both 
SSB and CW. Since the majority of our 
contacts will be within the Texas area, it 
will also be an opportunity to do a direct 
comparison between two types of NVIS 
antennas using identical rigs. Both anten- 
nas will be aligned in the same direction. 
This will establish how. efficient they are 
for emergency communications work and 
if they have any directive patterns. (We 
have proven the usefulness of NVIS anten- 


nas for lower noise floor/higher readability . 


reception, even if NVIS signals aren’t 
generated, in a series of earlier tests done 


this year and last.) If anyone wishes to test. 


other NVIS antennas against the two we 
will be using, feel free to bring them. 


a 


‘There will be two complete stations — 


available for use. 

Since this park is rather large, there 
will be no limitations on attendees. If 
you, are interested in attending, please 
email your intentions (length of stay, etc) 
to: wSbog @sbcglobal.net or alonestary- 
ank@aol.com. In either case, our tents 
will be able to accommodate at least 8-10 
people. If you wish, you may bring your 
own shelter, sleeping bag and/or make 
your own reservations at the park. There 
is.a park entry fee, check their website 
for additional details. Food and drink, in 
limited amounts, will be available. A grill 
will be operational for “BYOers.” 

— W5BOG 


China Praises Its 
Ham Community 


eports on the Chinese national TV — 


etwork news said that when all other 
communication means failed, Amateur 


‘Radio operators came out to provide valu- 


able firsthand information from the center 
of the earthquake disaster. This included a 
high frequency link for the Red Cross from 
the disaster area back to the nation’s capital 
city of Beijing, enabling that aid agency to 
do its essential humanitarian work. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Other reports said that BY8AA con- 
tinuously coordinated VHF and UHF 
communications for a 100 km radius from 
the capital of southwest China’s province 
of Sichuan. Additional repeaters were set 
up in two other cities that were among the 
worst hit areas outside the epicenter. This 
formed an effective Amateur Radio relay 
communication network. 

— ARNewsline 


Olympic Special 
Event Stations - 


mateur Radio Special Event stations 
or the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games 
are now on the air. The calls are BT1OB, 
BT1OJ, BTIOH, BTIOY, and BTION, 
with the last letter of the call sign corre-_ 
sponding to the color of each of-the rings 
of the Olympic flag. BA4EG will be the 
QSL manager for all stations. QSLs can 
be sent either direct or via the bureau and 
will begin to be answered in October. 
There is a website set up that includes — 
an on-line log search, a QSL card received 
and sent status, and other information. It’s 
at www.bj2008ses.com.cn 
ee ARNewsline 


==), $250,000 Grant To 
Oregon ARES ~ 


jena County Oregon ARES is using 
state grant money awarded to it earlier 
this year to purchase digital communica- 
tion equipment for ARES chapters in each 
Oregon county. The award was due to the 


work of ARES operators last December. . 


when they provided backup communica- 
tions to coastal communities during the , 
winter storms. — 

Those storms were some of the worsti in 
decades. They knocked out both landline 
and cellular phone service to a number 
of coastal communities for several days. 
The tiny community of Vernonia was. 
entirely cut off from the rest of Oregon by 
flooding and landslides. It fell to Amateur 
Radio operators to direct rescue crews to 
residents stranded in Vernonia and other 
hard hit areas, while informing hospitals 


so 


that patients were on the way. 

Don Montgomery, WB7Q, is the Emer- 
_ gency Coordinator for Jackson County. 
The group has established some 20 
- ARES stations throughout the county. A 
company called Mercy Flights recently 
donated a retired ambulance to the group. 
WB7Q says it’s in the process of being 
converted into an emergency communi- 
cation vehicle with a full complement of 
radio equipment on board. 
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and SSB. One station will be exclusively 
dedicated to RTTY, PSK31 and SSTV. 
QSL via DL7DF, either direct or by the 
DARC Bureau. 

ON7YK will be active from Gambia 
as C56YK between 13 Oct and 09 Nov 
08. Operation will be on 80 through 10 
Meters and perhaps 160 Meters as well. 
Modes announced are CW, SSB, RTTY 
and PSK31. This will be a holiday style 
operation. For more details and updates, 
Visit www.on7yk.net 

— Various DX news sources, 
ARNewsline 
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: Real Hams Do Code 

| Move up to CW with CW Mental Block BusterL = 5 

1 Succeed with hypnosis and NLP. Includes two (2) 1 

; CDs and Manual. Only $29.95 plus $5.00 S/H US— : 

1 FL add $2.10 tax. 800-425-2552 ' 
I 
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N4PY Software 
Customer Service second-to-none. 
Control Software for your Tentec, 
Elecraft, Kenwood, or Icom radio. 

www.n4py.com . 
121 Little Bell Dr. e Hays, NC 28635 


THE QSL MAN® 


Since 1979, Quality, Service, and Value! 
Free samples 
Wayne eorces eddie 
Box 7 
Monge: %é 29105-0073 

Phone or FAX (803) 685-7117 

URL: http://www.qslman.com 
Email: w4mpy @qsiman.com 
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hese new Lifetime Subscribers 
have made a good investment. 
Not only will it provide them 


with a lifetime of interesting reading, it 
is a hedge against inflation. 


e Alan H. Knight, AA4FU 
Cary, NC 
e David Benton, WB4JGG 
Cleveland, TN 
e Clement Cwiklinski, KD8GRX 
Huber Heights, OH 
e Nick Taylor, KN@AIC 
Denver, CO 
e John Ruckert, WB6ATN 
_ Los Angeles, CA 
e ‘David Beber, AA2RB 
Torrance, CA 
e Ronald Smith, KE6RS 
Pinole, CA 
e Mark W. Sutton, KC7IK W 
Portland, OR 
e Fred Dayton, WA7TTD 
Bellingham, WA 


If you have been to a hamfest, looked 
at an Internet reflector, or picked up a 
Ham magazine over the last decade, you 
have seen the slogan “Tf it’s not CW, it’s 
CB.” Although this slogan is an example 
of how strongly some amateurs feel 
about Morse code, the point is that profi- 
ciency in Morse code is something to be 


proud of and is a mode that sets Amateur 


Radio apart from Citizens Band. 

We might also use the slogan “If you 
don’t follow the regulations, it will be 
CB.” FCC Rules and regulations apply 
to everything involved with Amateur 
Radio, from our testing procedures to 
our on-air activities. Our compliance sets 
us apart from the mayhem often heard on 
Citizens Band radio and gives amateurs a 
reputation of respectability and civility, 
making it a hobby and public service of 
which we can be proud. 

With the distinction between the 
licensing classes blurring and written 
exams becoming less technical and 
accessible, more people are sharing the 
bands that used to be sharply divided 
by license class. Vanity calls make it 
impossible to tell the license class of the 
operator, unless you have a computer and 
check one of the lookup services on-line 
while you are on the air. We operate from 
the privacy of our own shacks, Special 
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%) EDITOR'S LOG 1 


Events and Field Day where the chance ~ 
of having an FCC official looking over 
your shoulder is highly unlikely. q 

Every year around Field Day time, many — 
amateurs are under the misconception — 
that the rules are thrown to the wind and — 
non-Hams and Hams with lower privileges 
can get on the air and operate wherever 
they want. I get letters complaining about 
John Johnston, W3BE’s, Rules and Regs — 
Field Day column where he explains that — 
the rules do not change just because it 
has been declared Field Day. Surely, they _ 


' write, the FCC has bigger fish to fry than — 


insisting we follow the rules to the letter! 
Yes, the FCC does have bigger fish to fry, — 
and as I said, the odds of being caught are 
next to none. That is not the point. Break- _ 
ing the rules is breaking the rules. One of — 
the things that sets us apart from Citizens — 
Band is we take pride in our regulations... 
or at least we should. : 

Amateur Radio has a tradition of being 
self-policing. The ARRL even has a corps 
of Official Observers to monitor the bands 
and mail notices of infractions to those 
who are operating outside the regulations. — 
Official Observers are not “radio police,” 
but exist to help with self-regulation 
by letting people know that they have 
a problem with their transmitter or are 
operating against the rules, hopefully to 
nip any problems in the bud. Oftentimes, 
people do not know they have a problem 
until someone tells them. . 

Understanding the regulations is the 
first step to compliance. Compliance is - 
essential, no matter how petty or small 
the issue might seem to you or your club. 
Being lax will unravel the fabric that 
holds us together and sets us apart as an 
elite faction on the air. Once it is gone, 
we will not get it back. 

September is FISTS anniversary ne 
ebration month — 21 years! Everyone is 
welcome to join in the G3ZQS Memorial 
Straight Key Event — 2300Z September 


05 to 2300Z September 07 and the Get 


Your Feet Wet Weekend 00:00Z FriSep 12 — 
(Thursday local) to 00:00Z Sep 15 (Sunday 
local). Details on http://www fists.org. | 
— Please keep in touch, through our web 
page http://www.wr6wr.com, e-mail me at — 
nancy@tir.com, via editor@wr6wr.com, or — 
mail directly to me at Nancy, WZ8C, P.O. 
Box 807, Hadley, MI 48440. Mail sent to 
WR HQ at 2120 28th St, Sacramento, CA — 
95818 will be forwarded to me. 
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2008 SeaPac Ham Convention 


Wayne Schuler, AI9Q 


SeaPac 2008 ARRL Northwestern 

Division Convention held on the 
31 May-01 June weekend in Seaside, 
Oregon. The weather was in the low 
70s, the attendance was up from 
previous years and the vendor and 
commercial spaces sold out despite 
the high gasoline prices. Seaside has 
added three major hotels in the last few 
years SO rooms were quite competitive 
and plentiful; some as low as $79. For 


L: was a nearly perfect weekend for 


families, private fully furnished homes 


are available and. quite affordable. 

The events started on Friday with 
an audio workshop conducted by Bob 
Heil, K9EID, and Chip Margelli, 
K7JA, of Heil Sound Ltd. The four- 
hour workshop to a sellout crowd 
discussed the relationship between 
audio bandwidth, articulation, speech 
processing and the human ear from the 
foremost audio expert in the world of 
Amateur Radio. Friday night the Sea- 
side Tsunami Amateur Radio Society 
held a spaghetti feed for Hams and 
the public. The talk around the exhibit 
floor on Saturday was how wonderful 
the first ever event was. We were told 
by the Society, that this will become an 
annual event in Seaside in conjunction 
with the convention. 

The Saturday convention opened at 
9 a.m. for some 2,000 plus attendees 
who were there to see the exhibitors, 
flea market arena and technical semi- 


K-Y Filter Company 
3010 Grinnel Place, Davis, CA 95616 
(530) 757-6873 


K-Y modem/telephone RFI 
filters are truly superior! 


Please visit us at: 
http://www.ky-filters.com/am.htm 
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Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, and 
the author of this article, Wayne 
Schuler, AI9Q. 


nars. The flea market and exhibition 
vendors were quite pleased with the 
attendance. Some said that this SeaPac 
was their most profitable ever. Many of 
those who attended seemed to be inter- 
ested in buying and the gasoline prices 
were not so much a factor. Exhibitors 
commented that they preferred SeaPac 
to other Hamfests because of the per- 


sonal attention given to them. SeaPac 


provides a crew to help unload and 
move equipment into the exhibition 
hall, as well as providing an exhibitors’ 
hospitality suite for coffee, sandwiches 
and snacks at no extra charge. 

Carl Clawson, WS7L, said there 
were quite a few CSCEs issued for new 


.licenses and upgrades at the morning 


VE testing session. 
Throughout the day, 15 seminars 


BALUN KITS 


1:1 Current Balun Kits. Beads slip over the _ 
cable, shrink tubing holds them in place. Full 
legal power. 3.5-1000 MHz. Use two for 160M. 
BA-8 fits 1/2" coaX.........$16.50 


BA-58 fits 1/4" COAK....1....98.50 


S +$8 S&H (for total order) Tax in Calif, 


BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
email: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 
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: Sound Card Interface for PSK-31? 


were given with topics ranging from 
ATV, D-Star and digital modes, Emer- 
gency Preparedness, Equipment Build- 
ing, HF Low Band Vertical Antennas, 
Ham Radio Law, Suggestions on How 
to make your Field Day Successful, 
Portable Antennas and many other 
topics of interest. 

ARRL Media and PR Manager Allen 
Pitts, W1AGP, gave us his ten best ideas 
to help Ham Radio grow and be noticed. 
The ARRL forum was conducted by 
Pitts along with the Northwest Division 
Director Jim Fenstermaker, K9JF, and 
William Sawders, K7ZM, Northwest 
Division Vice Director. 

The annual YLRL and DX buffet 
luncheons in the nearby Best Western 
Hotel each had a guest speaker with a 
topic of interest to their groups. 

Each year there is a contest for the 
design of a special commemorative 


. souvenir pin. This year ’s winner was 


Melissa Scott. The pin she designed 
along with previous years pins were 
available at the convention.. 

The annual banquet on Saturday 
evening followed a no-host happy 
hour. Everett Curry, W6ABM, emceed 
the banquet. Paul VanDyck, K7VWH, 
and his XYL April provided dinner 
music. Carl Clawson announced that 


‘ the 2008 Chuck Mickley Memorial 


Scholarship is awarded to Patrick 
Mohr. Mohr’s Ham interest started 
when he was a Cub Scout and visited 
a Ham’s satellite station. A few days 
later when he was 11, he and his mom 
and dad all passed their Technician 
licenses on the same day. He has since 
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New TNC? New radio? Considering a 


Contact our CUSTOM SHOP for’ 
made to order cables. . 

We build everything from TNC to : 
radio interconnect cables and © 
sound card interface cables to 
coax assemblies made to YOUR 

specifications. 
Authorized dealer for Alinco, Icom, 
Kenwood, Yaesu and Kantronics. 


Associated Radio 
8012 Conser, Overland Park, KS 6620+ 


Tel: 800-497-1457 
Email: sales@associatedradio.com 


upgraded to General Class and is now 
at the Oregon Institute of Technology 
in Klamath Falls, Oregon studying for 
a double major in computer hardware 
and software engineering. 

We were most pleased to have Mr. 
Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, from 
the FCC’s Enforcement Bureau as our 
guest banquet speaker. This was Mr. 
Hollingsworth’s final talk before his 
retirement and he wanted to convey his 
thoughts as he retired. 

Hollingsworth said that there ice 
been some significant changes for the 
better in FCC policy over the last ten 
years. The Commission had previously 
largely ignored enforcement of the 
Amateur Bands. The ARRL was an 
important catalyst in getting the FCC 
back into the enforcement business, 
which is important to our mission. He 
has received over 5,000 emails sup- 
porting the new enforcement policy. He 
noted that there are numerous threats 
to our bands without the FCC’s atten- 
tion and has said that the days of low 
priority government neglect has'ended. 
Amateur Radio is serious business. 

Hollingsworth appreciates the sup- 
port of the common bond he has with 
the love and magic of Amateur Radio 
and wishes to thank everyone for their 
support during his tenure at the Com- 
mission. He noted that with every right 
and privilege comes responsibility. 

Weather patterns are changing every 
year. Hurricanes, floods and other 
, emergencies are increasing each year. 


Sf reLewave, ne.’ 


Btwbos Comunontions Mosetindvon. site $272 


Designs & Manufactures 
‘High-Quality Radio System Products 
forthe . 
AMATEUR RADIO INDUSTRY 


Transmitter Combiners ‘ Antnoes ‘ Filters 
Wattmeters « RF Power Monitors + Cellco 
High-Q Cavities » Preamplifiers 
IM Suppression ¢ Receiver Multicouplers 
Preselectors * Duplexers 
RF Loads & Terminations ¢ Isolators 
Wireless System Engineering 


oaneeneanonnent LAA OND 


» Order Today! 800-331-3396 < 


660 Giguere Court « San Jose, CA 95133 


Email: sales@telewave.com 
http://www.telewave.com 


CMAS Contract # 3-06-58-0122B 
GSA Schedule # GS-35F-0248J 


The Saturday night banquet was emceed by Everett Curry, W6ABM. 


Amateur Radio is there to step up to 
the plate when it comes to natural 
disasters to provide the communica- 
tions link when other methods are 
overloaded or inoperable. 

Finally, “It’s important that we con- 
stantly recruit new young people into 
the hobby. Amateur Radio’s return is 
your legacy and you can save it one 
more time by embracing more young 
people into our hobby to keep: Ama- 
teur Radio in its rightful place in our 
national communications systems.” 

After retirement, Hollingsworth 
plans to continue to help with this 
mission whenever and wherever he 


HYBRID-QUAD ANTENNA 


M@Q-24SR 
MINI ? 


MQ-1 Four-Band Antenna 
6,]0,15,20 Meters, Two element 

MQ-24SR Four-Band Antenna 

6,10,15,20 Meters, Enhanced reflector 


MQ-34SR Four-Band Antenna 
6,10,15,20 Meters, Three element, E/Ref. 
MQ-26 Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Two element 
MQ-26SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,;20 Meters,:-Enhanced Refl. 
MQ-36SR Six-Band Antenna 
6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters, Three elementE/R 


can to return Amateur.Radio to its 
rightful place. 

Special prize drawings were held 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morn- 


NATIONAL RF, INC. 


ATTENUATOR 


Switchable, 

T-Pad Attenuator, 

400 dB max - 10 dB min 
‘| BNC connectors 

AT-100, $89.95 


VECTOR-FINDER 
Handheld VHF direction 
finder. Uses any FM xcvr. 
Audible & LED display. 
VF-142Q, 130-300 MHz 
$239.95 

VF-142QM, 130-500 MHz 
$289.95 


NFD-1 - 
Digital Display for 
Vintage Gear 
Easily add the convenience 
of a digital frequency readout 
to vintage gear by National, 
Collins, Hammariund, etc. 
» 7-Digit Display ' 
= 160 kHz to 55 MHz Range 
« For Receivers & Transmitters 
» Works with Increasing & Decreasing LOs 
2 7 BNC Inputs for Multiple Rigs! 
» Hook Up Tips included! 
4° HXS"WX3"D 
* 12 V de, ~135 mA (ps included) — 


NATIONAL RF, INC 
7969 ENGINEER ROAD, #102 
SAN DIEGO, CA 92111 


858.565.1319 FAX 858.571.5909 
www.NationalRF.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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hand hams 


Ham.Radio for people with disabilities since 1967 


@ License. manuals and books on tape 


COURAGE HANDI-HAM SYSTEM 
763-520-0511 hamradio@courage.org ety bee 


3915 Golden Valley Rd., Golden Valley, MN 65422 


The BEST in. 
Mobile Mounts 


4421 West 87th St. 

Hometown, 11 60456 
’ Phone: 708-423-8605 

Celis 768-337-8172 
Wax: 708-423-1691 


www. wiix.com 


EQUIPMENTLTD. 


CW Keyers & Paddles ¢ Voice Keyers 


Contest Card - PC voice keyer and CW interface 
card * XT-4 - small, battery powered CW memory 
keyer * Iambic keys, Paddle Pads & more! 


www.qth.com/w9xt 


U M Unified 
Microsystems 


Unified Microsystems 
P.O. Box 133 R 
Slinger, WI 53086: 


-ames Pole Antennas 


wwwjamespole.com 


James & Joyce Pike 
760.780.6484 
kb6wht1 @juno.com ~ kb6bld@juno.com 


THE TUNER 
XMATCH® Antenna Tuners 


For info send $3 to: 7001 Briscoe Ln. ® Louisville, KY 40228 


HIGH POWER & HIGH EFFICIENCY 


_ Patented & Custom Built by Paul, NAXM 
Vacuum Variable Models Available 
See http://n4xm.myiglou.com 


The Vibroplex Co.Inc. 11 1 Midtown Park E. 
Mobile, Al 36606 800-840-8873 


Morse code keys, parts, accessories, logo items 
www.vibroplex.com 


W7EG Ladder Line & Antennas 


Real Ladder Line 
Nominal impedance 600 Ohms +Light weight +Low 
Wind Tioadeie ‘Lang Life +Little effect from rain, 
Very flexible 16-Gauge 26-strand, 50-500 ff. 


Wire Antennas with our True Ladder Line 
One conductor from equipment to far end antenna 
insulator, 160-10 Meters. Custom orders welcome.,, 


www.w//fgnet * 918/333-7893 
email W7FG@W7FG.net 
402731 W. 2155 Dr, Bartlesyille, OK 74006 


The flea market was very well attended by both vendors and shoppers. 


’ 
ca 


ing in addition to the usual hourly 
drawings. The major prize drawings 
at | p.m. included the remaining prizes 
donated by area merchants and our 
exhibitors. Several clubs held drawings 


- for prizes, as well. Two HTs were given 


during the Saturday banquet. The final 
prizes included early bird HT prizes 
and major prizes included an Icom 
IC706 Mark IIG HF/ VHF/UHF mobile, 
Kenwood TM-V71A dual band mobile; 
Alinco DR-635 Dual Band Mobile, 
Kenwood TH-F6A Tri-band HT and 


an Icom IC-92AD (D-Star) dual band 
HT. A new prize was added this year. 
One lucky person won a 42" gee ths 
HDTV set. 

SeaPac is sponsored by the Oregon 
Tualatin Valley Amateur Radio Club 
and co-sponsored by the Clark County, 
Hoodview and Sunset Empire Amateur 
Radio clubs. 

Next year’s SeaPac will be held 05, 
06, 07, June 2009. Information and 
photos of the event are on the web at 
www.seapac.org. t ® 


a 


Amateur Radio Call Signs 


The following shows the last call sign in each group to be assigned for each VE Region under the sequential call sign _ 
system as of 02 July 2008. For more information about the sequential call sign system, see Fact Sheet PR5000 #206-S 
dated August 1996 or contact the Federal Communications Commission, Consumer Assistance Branch, 1270 Fairfield 
Road., Gettysburg, PA 17325-7245; toll free 888/2255322, or see the website: http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls. 


District Group C/ 
Technician 

0 KD@ENN 
1 KB1QWR 
2 KC2TQG 
3 KB3RKS 
4 KJ4FAN 

5 KESVLT 
6 - KI6RVH 
Gi KE7UUI 
8 KD8IXP 
9 ‘ KCINWV 
N. Marianas KH@TZ 
Guam if NH2FZ 
Hawaii WH7PV 
American Samoa KH8DS 
Alaska KL2ML 
Virgin Islands NP200 
Puerto Rico WP4NYA 


++ All calls in this group have been assigned 


Group B/ Group A/ 
General Extra 
++ ACOLY 
++ ABIJG 
++ AB2ZJ 
ree te) AB3HW 
++ AJ4IQ 
++ AESIN 
++ AF6KM 
++ ADTVN 
++ AC8BZ 
+b ABORN 
+4 ++ 
++ AH2DU : 
++ AH6SR 
++ AH8Y 
++: AL2Z 
++ KP2CU 


++ ++ 
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To subscribe call: 4-877-472-8643 


Very Important Notice! 


If you received this copy of WorldRadio and youre not a regular 
subscriber, this was your free sample copy. We sent it to you so you 
could see all the news, features and columns in WorldRadio. | 

You are cordially invited to join in with all the other active Amateur 
Radio operators by subscribing. | 


WorldRadio is 
two-way communica- 
_ tion. Send in your 
news, information 
and letters. 


Your comments and 
suggestions are most 
welcome. 


Amateur Radio is a 
very rewarding 
activity and 
WorldRadio hopes 
to reflect that. 


NEWS: 

2120 28th St. 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
(916) 457-3655 

Fax: (916) 457-7339 

_ editor@wr6wr.com 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 


9628 El Camino Ave., Ste. A6 | Please clip (photocopies o.k.) and mail to: 
Sacramento CA 95821- 5925 | 


(877) 472-8643 

(8 a.m.-5 p.m. PT, M-F) 
Fax: (916) 920-1015 

_ subscriptions@wr6wr.com 


International Money Orders, Cadadian Postal Money ” 
U.S Seed or you can charge your Bebe eat: 


Signature 


| srldRadio 


| 
| 2628 El Camino Ave., Ste. A6 « Sacramento CA 95821-5925 


| For charge subscriptions only, call TOLL FREE: (877) 472-8643 


fis? weekdays, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pacific time. 


Thank you! 
= 


Add Some Spice by Going Portable 


Tom Paine, KN6BN 


y whole Amateur Radio life 

has been spent as a California 

amateur, starting in the mid- 
1960s as a teenager with my novice ticket. 
A problem with being a California Ham 
is that we are definitely not DX stations. 
There is an abundance of California sta- 
tions on the air and there are times when I 
can call CQ for 20 to 30 minutes without a 
reply, even when J know the band is open. 
Working CW or PSK31 is better, but SSB 
is achallenge, especially with my modest 
100-watt home station and a multiband 
vertical antenna. 

So, I look forward to October when I 
am actually a desirable log entry. I am not 
a serious contester, but I love the Califor- 
nia QSO Party! This is a time when I can 
be reassured that my station is actually 
quite functional and my signals can be 
heard across the U.S. and on the other 
side of the Pacific Ocean. 

But this past year I decided to try 
something a little different. To add even 
more spice to my QSO Party operation, 
I decided to go portable from ocean 
to desert. I have a sailboat tied up in 
Mission Bay in San Diego and made 
this my first portable station. I packed 
up my Icom 735 and Alinco DR119. 
For antennas I included HamStick type 
helically wound verticals for 80 through 
10 Meters and a Hustler SF2 for 2 Meters. 
An MFJ antenna tuner completed my sta- 
tion equipment. 


BBE Boocwer Be. datess 
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Operating from the van in the desert. 


At the boat I have the option of run- 
ning off battery power, just as my VHF 
marine band radio uses. There is also the 
option of shore power at the boat slip. I 
went ahead and connected my mobile 
wiring harness to the battery with large 
alligator clips and positioned the solar 
panel to help charge the battery, but the 
20-watt panel was more for moral support 
than actually keeping the battery charged 
for very long. 

I have an antenna mount on the stern 


rail of the boat and this was very handy 


for screwing in the various antennas [| 
had brought along. The stern rail con- 
nects through stainless steel lifelines to 
stanchions along the outside of the deck 
and up to the stainless bow pulpit up front. 
This arrangement together with the sea 


. water right underneath seems to make 


quite an effective counterpoise to ground. 
One other trick that I learned from read- 
ing Gordon West’s (WB6NOA) columns 
in sailing magazines includes clamping a 
length of copper braid to the stern pulpit 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


and letting it hang down a couple of feet 
into the salt water. So, I fired up the sta- 
tion and made a few simplex contacts 
on 2 Meters; then switched to HF SSB 
and reached nine stations in five states in 
an hour or so. Not very impressive, but 
band conditions were poor, my station 
was small, and besides, I was having a 
good time. 

But I was getting edgy to move on. 


So the equipment was packed up and 


the boat was closed up. Everything was 
moved to the van for my next stop in the 
portable adventure. - 

From Mission Bay to the nearby 
Laguna and Cuyamaca mountains is 
about a 55-mile drive to the east. I had 
decided to take the equipment and my 


Ford van to a location near Kitchen Creek 


at an elevation just under 4,000 feet. After 
arriving at my destination, I used the 
antenna mount on the roof rack to mount 
the antennas. It’s actually the same kind 


a 


of clamping-style aluminum mount that — 


I use on the boat rail. So again I set up 
the equipment, connected to the van’s 
battery and called CQ. I had a harder 


time making contacts and hearing other — 


stations than I did on the boat. I blame 
this on the less conductive ground, but 


the nearby mountain peaks could have 


been blocking some signals as well. After 
enjoying the serenity of the mountains, 
only infrequently punctuated with an 
actual radio contact, it was time to move 
on to my last operating location. Once 
again I packed up the equipment. — 

The next stop was again traveling east, 
this time about 35 miles to a spot near 
the desert town of Ocotillo in Imperial 
County. I dropped from around 4,000 
feet elevation back down to sea level. 
This is about as bleak as I imagine any 


desert could be, but it does have acertain > 


attractiveness to it, if you look for the 


beauty and if you bring plenty of water. ~ 
Once more using the shelter of the van as — 
a portable radio shack, I set up the station . 


and went to work on the Ham bands. 


Not much activity for me here. Again . 
I partially blame the rocky, sandy, non- — 


conductive ground as well as the moun- 
tain range which now completely blocked 
my signals to the west. The area to the 
east of me was sparsely populated and I 


The author, Tom Paine, KNSBN, operating in the mountains. | 


could make no 2 Meter simplex contacts. 
There are a couple of repeaters on the 
nearly mountain peaks that I could have 
employed, but that was all I could do on 
VHF. HF SSB was a bust also. I made 
two contacts in nearby Arizona and one 
in California. 

It was time to pack up again and go home 
to San Diego. The drive took me out of the 
desert, back up and through the mountains 
and down again into San Diego. 

Was it worth the time and trouble? Yes! 


It would have been a fun road trip even 
without the Ham Radio. But the challenge 
of setting up. my station and operating 
from three very different environments 
was a lot of fun (at least for me, and my 
wife was a good sport about the whole 
thing). I am sure that I would have made 
more contacts staying at home, but at this 
time in the sunspot cycle the bands aren’t 
great for a modest station with a modest 
antenna anyway; so we did somethin 

different and enjoyed it. ® 


| - Turn your excess Ham 
Radios and related items 
| into a tax break for you 
and learning tool for 
kids. 


Donate, your radio or related . 
gear to an IRS approved 
501 (c)(3) charity. Get the tax | 
credit and help a worthy cause. | 


Equipment picked up 
anywhere or shipping 
arranged. Radios you can 
write off - kids you can’t. 


THE RADIO CLUB OF 


JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 22 
P.O. Box 1052 
New York, NY 10002 


| Bringing Communication to 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 
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Rwanda — 9XGA 


Rich Whitekettle, 
WA3FPK/9XGA 


he Whitekettle family (Team 

Whitekettle or TW) -visited 
15 May 2008. The primary purpose 
of our trip was to visit our daughter 
Christi. Christi has been working with 
Food for.the Hungry in Rwanda for 
the last year. Check out Food for the 
Hungary’s website http://www.fh.org/ 
missionary62305. 

My son Rich works in the bike indus- 
try. He supported projects with Project 
Rwanda and Bikes to Rwanda http:// 
www.projectrwanda.org. Check out the 
cool coffee bikes! 

On the first day in Rwanda, I met Peter 
Stabusch from the Rwanda Amateur 
Radio Union (RARU). Peter was instru- 
mental in obtaining my 9X@A license. 
Over lunch, we discussed the future 
of Amateur Radio in Rwanda. Peter is 
working with engineering students at the 
local technical university to renew inter- 
est in Amateur Radio. Thererhas not been 
much Ham activity since 1994 when 
Amateur Radio almost disappeared. 

In 1994, Rwanda experienced a dev- 
astating genocide. In 100 days, over 
800,000 people were killed in this evil 


Check out the wooden mast holding 
up the GS5RV. 
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Rwanda for three weeks starting. 


The “Team Whitekettle” family. © 


act. It is difficult to imagine the toll that 
the genocide took on this small country. 


Rwanda is about the size of Maryland. ~ 


To give you a feel for the size their loss 
the city of Baltimore has a population 
of fewer than 800,000. 

The new government is making 
amazing progress while doing a great 
job rebuilding the country. They have 
recently begun to open up licensing 


again. However getting your ticket is a 


very slow process. 


We found Rwanda to be a beautiful: 


country with nearly perfect weather. 
The people were very friendly and big 
fans of the USA. I never felt in danger 


www.thesignman.com 
1-888-426-8241 


BADGES - CAPS - LICENSE PLATES & FRAMES 


The SignMan of Baton Rouge 
rick@thesignman.com 
P.O. Box 84107 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884-4107 
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S1V930 - SAHOLVd 


COLOR BADGES, DESKSTANDS, KEYCHAINS, MUGS 


Specializing in SCKYWARN, EM, 
RACES, ARRL, ARES & CD items 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


ll 
It took over a year to get the 9XOA 
license. 


- but was at times overwhelmed by their 


friendliness and hospitality. There are 
some extremely poor folks in Rwanda. 
I struggle a bit with our comparative 
wealth and their extreme poverty. I 
know that I am a blessed man with a 
lot for which to be thankful. 

My Ham Radio activities were lim- 
ited to my spare time. I ran an Icom 
7000, LDG 7000 tuner and a GSRV. My 
son and J erected the GSRV up about 30 
feet so that it would radiate in the east/ 
west pattern. 

This was my first DXpedition and 
truthfully, I was a bit overwhelmed by 
the size of the pile-ups that I attracted. 


My job was made more 


difficult because the 


lack of a computer 
interface or Internet 
connection. 


Experience is a 
good teacher, and | 


was really getting on 
a roll making many 
DX contacts. I was up 
to about 600 QSOs 
when I started to smell 
smoke. Smoke is never 
a good thing when 
it is coming out of 
radios. Somehow, I lost 
the transmitter’s final 
- output even though I 
had a low SWR. 

It had taken mé a 
year to get my Rwanda 
call sign, I spent many 


UR RADIO — 


Ss 
ia compliance ‘with ITU Regulations 


‘The station is placed under the authority of the Holder of the present Lacense hereakter 
disignated asx Licensee», Fowards the acandan auchoritics the Licensee i the aule legal 
Pexponsiblé: of the sage that is made of the station atu) breaches comsmined at this end. 
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saquested to keep secret any radiacousmunicaion correspondences other than thase 
authorised by the present license, [¢ ix prohibited w receive them. However if chose 
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Except nthvewise specifiad in this tcense, the exploitation of any authorised mabite eration 
is poubibised oumide the national temitory, 


. 
Radiccommusicaions herween amateur services in compliance with FEU and TARE! 
recommendations nwwsk be respected. 


‘Transatissiins beoween stations of the araateur semice have wy he in a clear Janwvage and 


_ he Baskted to messages of a technical nature related to thals and whservations of a purely 


personal character which with segard tw their fess importance , dun’t jastity the uae oi! dhe 
prublic relecommpnications service. I is alsolvicly prohibited to use stations of the 
amnatinr secvine ty Leanstes watemational communicaious tons or to a thied pasty. 
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Phe sdministration does not hold any cekponsihility awacds the exploiating of an. amatene 
nudio cumuntatication atarion, 


. ‘Phe present license is issued on a precarions note: it does nut huld any privilege, it can 


not be transferred 4 third pany. Tt is dismissible at any tine and without any 
compensation. 


REPUBLIC OF RWANDA 


RWANDA UTILITIES REGULATORY AGENCY 


LICENSE 


OF AN AMATEUR RADIO COMMUNICATION STATION 


N° AR/RURA/2008/ 005 
Valid up to: June 2008 


dollars and hours of 
preparations to get 
equipment lined up 
and struggled to lug a 
heavy equipment case 
to Kigali. All this, only 
to be defeated by a dead transmitter! I 
was disappointed! 

The radio is now back from Icom and 
is just like new. Icom fixed a “known 
internal grounding” problem in the 
transmitter. 

Ihave already started to think about 
our next visit to see Christi in 9X land. 
Here is what I have learned. Next visit 
I will try to borrow a small linear 
amplifier to see if I can get a better 
signal to the states. The biggest thing I 
need to work on is a better antenna. At 
times, I had difficulty hearing stations. 
My 100W seemed to get to Europe 
_ pretty well. At other times with poor 
band conditions, I found the best way 
to work DX was to go through a DX 
net. I am a little spoiled at my home 
station with a three-element SteppIR 
at 55 feet and an Acom 2000A amp. 
At home, if I can hear it, I can work 
it. Not so in Rwanda. 

I am looking for ideas on a better 
antenna and an amp that would be easy 
to transport to Rwanda. Your sugges- 
tions would be greatly appreciated. 
Are there any vendors that might help 
out with my ’09 Rwanda DXpedition? 
You can reach me via email at rich@ 
pmarep.com. 


A copy of the Rwanda Amateur Radio license. 


THE DREAM BEAM 36 


Weight} 160 Ibs 
Wind Load{ 17.5 sq ft 
Turning Radius | 26 ft 
Introductory Price | $4295.00 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


g @ 40/30M Yagi, 60% of a full 


sized element, but virtually 
equals the performance of 
an identical full sized 
antenna 


@80M fully tunable dipole 
option is available. Adds no 
wind load and has nearly full 
sized performance 


@®The Dream Beam series will 
offer antennas for both 
space limited Hams as well 
as the “Big Guns” who have 
the space and want the very 
best. 
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10 Bands -- 1 MFJ Antenna! 


Full size performance... No ground or radials 


Operate 10 bands: 75/80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12, 10, 6 and 2 Meters with one antenna 
Separate full size radiators... End loading ... Elevated top feed... Low Radiation 


Angle... Very wide bandwidth 


Operate 10 bands -- 75/80, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 
12, 10, 6 and 2 Meters with this MFJ-1798 vertical 
antenna and get full size performance with no 


ground or radials! 


Full size performance gives high.efficiency for 
more power radiated. Results? Stronger signals 


and more Q-5 QSOs. 


Full size performance also gives you exception- 
ally wide bandwidths so you can use more of your 


hard earned frequencies. 
Full size performance is achieved using 


full size radiators for 2-20 Meters and highly effi- 


cient end loading for 30, 40, 75/80 Meters. 


Get very low radiation angle for exciting DX, 
automatic bandswitching, omni-directional cover- 
age, low SWR. Handles 1500 Watts PEP SSB. 

MFJ’s unique Elevated’ Top Feed™ elevates the 
feedpoint all the way to the top of the antenna. It 
puts the maximum radiation point high up in the 
clear where it does the most good -- your signal 


gets out even if you’re ground mounted. 


It’s easy to tune because adjusting one band has 
minimum effect on the resonant frequencies of 


other bands. 


Self-supporting and just 20 feet tall, the MFJ-1798 
mounts easily from ground level to tower top -- small 
lots, backyards, apartments, condos, roofs, tower mounts. 


Hi 


radiators. 


separat 


MFJ-1798 
‘29 


Ship Code F 


Separate Full Size Radiators 


Separate full size quarter wave radiators are used on 20, 17, 
15, 12, 10 and 2 Meters. On 6 Meters, the 17 Meter radiator 


becomes a 3/4 wave radiator. 


The active radiator works as a stub to decouple everything 


hest performance no ground vertical ever... 
_ beyond it. Jn phase antenna current flows in all parallel 


This forms a very large equivalent radiator and 
gives you incredible bandwidths. 

Radiator stubs provide automatic bandswitching -- 
absolutely no loss due to loading coils or traps. 


End Loading 


On 30, 40, 75/80 Meters, end loading -- ees most 
efficient form of loading -- gives you highly efficient 
performance, excellent bandwidth, low angle radiation 
and automatic bandswitching. 

MFJ’s unique Frequency Adaptive L-Network™ pro- 
vides automatic impedance matching for lowest SWR 
on these low bands. 

Tuning to your favorite part of these bands is simple 
and is done at the bottom of the antenna. 


No Ground or Radials Needed 


You don’t need a ground or radials because an effec- | 
tive counterpoise that’s 12 feet across gives you excel- 
lent ground isolation. 

You can mount it from ground level to roof top and 
get awesome performance. 

No Feedline Radiation to Waste Power 

The feedline is decoupled and isolated from the 
95 antenna with MFJ’s exclusive AirCore™ high power current 
balun. It’s wound with Teflon® coax and can’t saturate, no 
matter how high your power. 


Built to Last 


Incredibly strong solid fiberglass rod and large diameter 6061: 
T-6 aircraft strength aluminum tubing is in the main structure. 


Efficient high-Q coils are wound on tough /Jow Joss fiberglass “ 


_MF/J’s Super High-Q Loop™ Antennas 


MFJ’s tiny 36 inch 
«diameter loop antenna 
4, lets you operate 10 
i through 30 MHz con- 
| tinuously -- including 
j the WARC bands! 
Ideal for limited 
space -- apartments, 
small lots, motor 
544 i homes, attics, or mobile homes. 
Enjoy both DX and local 
contacts mounted vertically. 
Get both low angle radiation for excellent 
DX and high angle radiation for local, 
close-in contacts. Handles 150 watts. 
Super easy-to-use! Only MFJ’s super 
remote control has Auto Band Selection™. 
It auto-tunes to desired band, then beeps to 
let you know. No control cable is needed. 
Fast/slow tune buttons and built-in two 
range Cross-Needle SWR/Wattmeter lets 
you quickly tune to your exact frequency. 
All welded construction, no mechanical 
joints, welded butterfly capacitor with no 
rotating contacts, large 1.050 inch diameter 
round radiator -- not a lossy thin flat-strip 
-- gives you highest possible efficiency. 
Each plate in MFJ’s tuning capacitor is 
welded for low loss and polished to prevent 
high voltage arcing, welded to the radiator, 
has nylon bearing, anti-backlash mecha- 
nism, limit switches, continuous no-step 
DC motor -- gives smooth precision tuning. 
Heavy duty thick ABS plastic housing 


Os 


has ultraviolet inhibitor protection. 
MFJ-1788, $469.95. Same as MFJ- 
1786 but covers 40 Meters-15 Meters con- 
tinuous. Includes super remote control. 
MFJ-1782, $379.95. Like MEJ-1786 
but control has only fast/slow tune buttons. 
MFJ-1780, $299.95. Box Fan Portable 
Loop is about the same size (2x2 foot) as a 
box fan, complete with handle. Covers 14- 
30 MHz. Control has fast/slow tunes. 
MF¥J Apartment Antenna 
$ 95 Covers 40 thru 2 Meters. 
MFI-1622 *99 _Mounts outdoor to win- 
dows, balconies, railings. 
Works great indoors mount- 
d to desks, tables, book- 
helves. Highly efficient air 
“wound bug catcher loading 
oil aiid telescoping 5'/2 foot radiator lets 
you really get out! Radiator collapses to 
2'/2 feet for easy storage/carrying. Includes 
coax RF choke balun, coax feed line, coun- 
tere ie Paty rope. 200 Watts PEP. 
V Antenna 
Covers all bands, 160- 
te. 10. Meters with anten- 
i $44°5 na tuner. 102 feet long, 
shorter than 80 Meter 
ee ‘dipole. Use as inverted 
vee or sloper to be more compact. Use on 
160 Meters as Marconi with tuner and 
ground. Handles full legal limit power. 
Add coax feedline and some rope or other 
nonconductor and you’re on the air! 


MFJ... the world leader in ham radio accessories! 


- power air-wound choke balun 


«| Year 
back guaranty Ae 


ME ae Miss. State, MS. 39762 | 
pee 323- 5869; 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. 
662) 323- 6551; Add s/h 


forms using highly weather resistant Jeflon® covered wire. 


MFJ halfwave vertical | 
6 bands: 40, 20, 15, 10, 6, 2 Meee. . No 
radials or ground needed 

Only 12 feet MEJ-1796 
high and has a tiny $ 95 
24 inch footprint! “29 
Mount anywhere -- 
ground level to tower top -- 
apartments,small lots, trailers. 
Perfect for vacations, field day, 
DXpedition, camping. oo 

Efficient end-loading, no 
lossy traps. Entire length is 
always radiating. Full size 
halfwave on 2/6 Meters. High | 


eliminates feedline radiation. 
Adjusting | band has minimu: 
effect on others. 

MFJ-1792, $189.95. Fuil 
size 1/4 wave radiator for 40 
Meters. 33 feet, handles 1500 Watts PEP. 
Requires guying and radials. 

MFJ-1793, $209.95. Like MFJ-1792 © 


' but has full size 20 Meter''/s wave also. 


Free MFJ Catalog 


and Nearest Dealer... 800-647-1800 


ay ://www.mfjenterprises.com 

fo ee What™ warranty * 30 day money 

aE oo. on orders from MFJ 
ENTERPRISES, INC. 


Tech 6 323-0549 


Prices and suet ications subject to Ae (c) 2008 MFJ Enterprises, Inc. 


MFJ 2500 Watts ContinuousCarrier'™ Tuner 
Silver plated Edge-Wound Roller Inductor. . .1000/500 pF Variable Capacitors . 
.. Antenna Switch... 4-Core Balun... true Peak Cross-Needle SWR/Wattmeter 


_..- Dummy Load... Extremely Wide Matching Range... Patent Pending... 


New! 
MFJ-9982 


The MFJ-9982 
ContinuousCarrier™ antenna 


tuner handles 2500 Watts $699°° 


continuous carrier output 
on all modes and all HF bands into most 
unbalanced antennas -- even on 160 Meters 
where even the best antenna tuners fail! 
The MF J-9982 gives-you every feature 
you'll ever want in a high power tuner -- 
wide matching range, 1.8 to 30 MHz cov- 
erage, 6-position antenna switch, 4-core 
balun, dummy load, true peak/average 
lighted SWR/Wattmeter, 6:1 reduction 
drives with detailed logging scales, 3-digit 
turns counter, extra large knobs. 


New Components, New Technologies 
The Heart and Soul of the MFJ-9982 is 
its roller inductor and variable capacitors. 
MF J's high power, high-Q continuous 
current AirCore™ roller inductor is no ordi- 
nary roller inductor!: It’s edge wound from 
thick .06-inch silver-plated solid copper strap. 
It can carry huge circulating RF currents 
and withstand tremendous heat that'll melt 
or burn up ordinary roller inductors. 
Self-insulating construction reduces stray 
capacitance -- keeps self-resonant frequencies 
high and out-of-the-way. Dual, si/ver-plated 
compression wheels give ultra low-resist- 
ance contacts. New fast-tune crank knob. 
High-current, high-capacitance 1000 pF 
and 500 pF air variable capacitors have low 
minimum capacitance and are self-insulating. 
These newly developed air variable: 
capacitors give you very high efficiency on 
_ 160/80 Meters and MFJ's patent pending 
innovation gives you extremely wide matching 
range on 10/12/15 Meters at 2500 Watts -- 
a feat only the MFJ-9982 has achieved. 


Hi-Voltage/Current Antenna Switch 

The antenna switch is completely isolat- 

ed to handle high-voltage, high impedance 
antennas. High-current, low impedance 


antennas are handled by parallel sets of high- 


current contacts of two ceramic switches. 
New 4-Core Balun 


Powerful balun -- Four 2'/2 inch cores, 


New Cabinet maintains high Q 
New roomy cabinet maintains high Q. 
Vent holes. Heavy gauge, .08 inch alu- 
minum braced chassis. Vinyl cover, non- 
stripping PEM nuts, heavy 10-gauge and 
copper strap wiring throughout. 


* 13%Wx7Dx16'4D inches. 15 pounds. 


12-gauge Teflon™ wire. Run balanced lines 
at full 2500 Watts SSB/CW continuous, 24/7. 


New Balanced Line Feed-Thru Insulator 


Allows massive transmitter currents to 
flow directly to the antenna without pass- 
ing through lossy screws or bolts. 


TrueActive™ Peak Reading Circuit 


New TrueActive™ circuit reads true peak 
or average power on all modes. Cross-Needle 


meter reads SWR/forward/reflected power. 


1500 Watt Dummy Load 
1500 Watt air-cooled non-inductive 50 


Ohm resistor. 100W/10 min., 1.5kW/10 sec. 


MFJ 1500 Watt Fully Balanced Antenna Tuner 


Fully balanced MFJ-976 handles 1 500 Watts legal limit... Extra-wide 12-2000 Ohms matching 
range... continuous 1.8 to 30 MHz coverage including all WARC bands... Four separate 500 pF 
in two gangs gives you a total of 2000 pF capacitance... Heavy duty 1:1 current balun... more! 


The mrJ-976 is a 1500Watt full 
Legal Limit fully. balanced antenna tuner. 
You get superb current balance, very | 
wide matching range (12-2000 Ohms) and 
continuous 1.8-30 MHz coverage including 
all WARC bands. Handles full 1500 Watts 


SSB and CW. 
Cw!  wirs-07 - 
any balanced 


i. 95 
49 9 lines including 


| 600 Ohm open wire line, 450/ 300 
| Ohm ladder lines, 300/72 Ohm 
twin lead -- shielded or unshield- 
ed. Also tunes random wires and 
coax fed antennas. 


wide-range T-network gives you 
simple, fast three knob tuning. No 
complicated switching between 
high ‘and low impedance and switching in 
additional capacitance of L-networks. 
Four separate 500 pF in two gangs 
gives you a total of 2000 pF for highly 


You get excellent 10 Meter perform- 
ance because of MFJ's low minimum 


You can tune 


MF J's fully balanced extremely 
Dealer/Catalog/Manuals 
Visit: http://www.mfjenterprises.com 


Killer™ high-Q AirCore™ roller inductor 
with silver plated contacts. 
Heavy duty 1:1 current balun gives you 
superb balance and stays cool even at 1.5kW. 
True active peak reading lighted Cross- 
Needle SWR/Wattmeter lets you read 
SWR, true peak or average forward and 


_ reflected power all at a glance on 300/ 
_ 3000 Watt ranges. 12Wx6Hx15°/«D inches. 


or call toll-free 800-647-1800 


¢ 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money 
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ 


: : Mit NTE RPRISES INC 
7 : ndustria , starkville, 
efficient low loss operation on 160 Meters. Mi MS 39759 PH: (662) 323-5869 


Tech Help: (662) 323-0549 
AX:(662)323- -6551 8-4:30 CST, Mon.-Fri. Add shipping. 


capacitance and exclusive Self- Resonance ie mk specifications subject to change. (c) 2005 MFJ Enterprises, Inc. 
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WOVEFW, Ready to Serve 


Roger Klingman, KORMK 


6 CG crt to veterans and 
their families.” That is the 
short version of the mis- 

sion statement of the first (and so far, 

only) VFW Post with VHF, UHF, and 

HF capability. 


* 


In September 2007, three months’ 


‘after the ideas’ inception, Wichita 
Memorial Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 3115 was licensed as station 
W@OVFW. In July, Mark Hammann 


(now K®@VFW, then a non-Ham) and — 


Dennis Godbey, KFO@TG, convinced 
Rick Klinge, KCSUIW, Post Com- 
mander, to take the idea before the 
general membership. “I was floored,” 
said Rick, when the membership 
unanimously voted twice in two sepa- 
rate monthly meetings to approve the 


Graduates of the Ham class. 


Batteries, Antennas, 
Coax & more! 


Free catalog upon request 


DC ACE, INC, 
1-877-803-5550 
P.O. Box 364, Lincolnshire, IL 60069 
www.dcace.com sales@dcace.com | 


Ham Station if no expenses would be 


borne by the members. 


Donation Station 


From the walls to the equipment, the 
station was built entirely from donated 
materials and labor. It includes a 
2 Meter repeater, a 70 cm repeater 
(Echo-linked through donated comput- 
ers), a TR785@ and an FT757GX which 


‘feeds a 500’ loop made of “Gibson Girl” 


antenna wire supported at 30 to 50 feet 
above the Post. When the Yaesu is in 
for repairs (which is frequent), Dennis 
loans his IC-718 to the station. Other 
donations include a tower, antennas, 
grounding rods and 100' of #4 copper 
wire that just showed up at the station 
door. Many donated items are old or 


. broken. Two non-functional antenna 


5 Amp Smart Battery Charger 
“For Gel-Cell or Lead Acid Batteries 


The Model 155 charger 
maintains large batteries: 
marine, auto & deep cycle. 
Features include a precision 
ternperature tracking 
voltage reference and three 
mode charging sequence. 
May be feft connected, will 
not overcharge. If a load 
is applied, the charger will 
contribute it's bulk current 
ta the load. When the load P ; 
is removert, charger current will flow into the battery. Not a 

switcher! Low RF noise linear charger. Good for Radio Use 

See review by WIZR in MAR 04 QST. input 120 VAC. Output 


'$13.8 VDC. Weighs 10 Ib, 7°W x B"D x 4 3/4"H, Various 


output cables with APP available, see website for details. 
Assembled. & Tested (Order #155-ASY)........ $159.95 


CA Residents add 7.75% saias tax. S & H $13.50 to US 48 (insured) 
AK, Hi and Foreign Orders. please coniact us for details 


www.a-aengineering.com 


A & A Engineering 


2521 W. LaPailma #K « Anaheim CA 92801 


MRA a Asselin Maal) 


Dennis Godbey, KFOTG, at controls. 


tuners were combined to create one 
good tuner. Piece by unsolicited piece, 


the station continues to grow. 


In reach and Outreach 


Ham classes were organized for non- 
Ham veterans and the public. The inten- 
tion was to benefit both the members of 
the Post and the Ham community. The 
classes turned into a method of outreach 


_to the neighboring community as well. 


Eight of twelve students in the first class 
passed their Amateur Radio exams. 


Service 

Immediate plans call for using the 
repeaters as backup for the nearby 
National Weather Service in coordina- 
tion with tornado spotting groups and 
setting up a field station to support the 
El Dorado Annual Veterans Reunion. 
Dennis would like to see some cash 
donations come in so the station could 
provide “modern equipment for modern 
Amateurs.” In the future, Dennis wants 


to equip the station for handicapped 


veterans and “establish links” so that 
homebound vets can access the station 
remotely. ; by 
Post 3115 has 948 members, includ- 
ing men’s and women’s auxiliaries. 
Rick Klinge can be contacted at: 
Wichita Memorial Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 3115, 4801' West Douglas 
Ave., Wichita, KS 67209 or www. 
vfw3115.ore. | ; 
— Roger Klingman, KORMK, can be 
reached by e-mail at mr3hi8st8orS5y@ 
cox.net. & 
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To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Armond Noble, NsoWR 


Q Field Day, CQ Field Day. 
More Amateur Radio operators 
: participate in Field Day than in 
any other event. The American Radio 


Relay Leaugue started it in 1933. (I may ’ 
be dating myself to report that I’ve been | 


in about half of them.) 

It’s a great recruiting tool, not just to 
all the people who might see a Field Day 
group set-up in a park. We’re talking 
about when you go to work Monday with 
a sunburn, bug-bites, a raspy voice from 
calling CQ so many times and bleary eyes 
from a lack of sleep. 

Your co-workers will ask “What 
happened to you?” And you can tell 
them how much fun you had. Daily 
DX called it “recovery Monday.” But, 


there’s a real purpose behind all the. 


_madness. Besides the cookout and 

hanging around with fellow (and gal) 
club-members, it is indeed a test of 
emergency communications. 

You can’t plug your radio in the wall. 
You can’t use any pre-existing antennas 
or structures. You use whatever you can 
take with you to wherever you are going. 
It all starts Saturday morning (always the 
last full-weekend in June) and finishes on 

Sunday. Should you set up your station 

ahead of the start time, you get 24 hours 

of operation. The Le Mans start (that is, 
starting from scratch) people get 27 hours. 

Throughout the U.S. and Canada nearly 


35,000 operators organized in over 2,000 


Field Day 2008 


Tony, N6DXX. 


b 


groups take part. There’s a motto about 


the ability of Amateur Radio to provide 


needed communications in emergency 
conditions, “when all else fails.” Field 
Day is the reason. The U.S. Army has a 
saying: If you train like you'll fight, you'll 
fight like you trained.” 

After Field Day many clubs have 
critiques. What went well and what was 
the victim of “Murphy’s Law.” Then in 
mid-November comes the results in OST 
and clubs can see, “How well we did.” Or, 
‘We'll do better next year!” 

A recent addition to the event is invit- 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


ing officials of the various civic and relief 
organizations to visit the FD sites and see 
Amateur Radio in action. 

The WorldRadio Staff ARC (1A, SV, 
W6QEU, N6DXX, N6WR) ran an Icom 
IC-718 (at 80W instead of 100W so the 


‘ battery would last longer) and received 


many comments about “nice signal.” 


- With a dipole and a vertical we made 356 


contacts. (19 on 15M, 193 on 20M, 97 on 
40M and 47 on 75M.) At our eatedae we Stop 
for some sleep. 

And thanks to the many who, when 
hearing WROWR, stopped and told us 
how much they liked the magazine. That 
was appreciated! 

There’s a lot of Field Day lore. The 
Englewood (NJ) Amateur Radio Asso- 


ciation has been on 49 consecutive 


Field Days. 

A TV station in Sacramento devoted 
over two minutes in a newscast showing 
a science teacher taking young students 
on Field Day. 

(We'd like to hear what special 
things your club did, or what lessons 
you learned.) 

Many groups notify their local news- 
paper and as-a result there is coverage 
so the community can learn more about 
Amateur Radio. 

There have been times that Hams on 
the exercise have been called away to do 
their part in an actual emergency. 

And when it ends on Sunday, one 
thinks, gee, we have to wait another whole 
year till we can do it again. © 


WorldRadio, September 2008 17 


May) RULES & REGS — — 


Beacon or China? 


The call sign prefix “B” is 

assigned to China. Because 

the self-assigned indicator 

rule in Section 97.119(c) also 
applies to beacon stations, ‘/B”’ should 
‘not be used to indicate a beacon. Yet it 
is. As an AAOO, when should I start 
sending out cards? 

A. Being one of the functions of the 
Amateur Auxiliary, your AA Official 
Observers should have begun doing 
whatever needs to be done in order 
to encourage rule compliance on 28 
March 1983, when the AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE ARRL AND THE 
FCC WITH RESPECT TO AMATEUR 


VOLUNTEERS was signed. See BE 


Informed No. 26. We must rely upon 
you and the other AAOOs in order to 
keep our rule compliance record at a 
high level. 

Q. Can Technician Class operators 
use a 2M/440 repeater that is linked 


to the General Class HF bands to - 


legally transmit on the HF frequen- 
cies that would not normally be avail- 
able to them? 

A. The answer is affirmative only 
where the HF repeater is transmitting 
within the 10 Meter band segment 29.5 


— 29.7 MHz and is linked to the VHF — 


and/or UHF repeater. That segment of 
10 Meters is the only HF spectrum 
whereon a repeater may receive and 
retransmit. See Section 97.205(b). 

The control operator of the 10 Meter 
repeater would have to hold a General, 
Advanced or Amateur Extra Class 
operator license grant as would all of 


the users accessing the repeater with a , 


10 Meter station. See Section 97.301. 
The Technician could only access this 
system with an ooh aera VHF or 
'UHF station. 

Q. Could you tell me when the 
FCC changed the rules to allow 
amplifiers to be sold that will cover 
10 and 12 Meters? 

A. That rule change became effective 
15 December 2006. In the Report and 
Order in PR Docket 04-140, Sections 
97.315 and 97.317 were amended to 
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John B. Johnston, W3BE 


allow manufacturers to market RF power 
amplifiers that are capable of operating 
in the 12M and 10M amateur bands. 
Such products must be designed to avoid 
operation on CB Radio Service frequen- 
cies. Manufacturers must certify that 
their power amplifiers are not capable of, 
and are not easily modifiable to provide, 
amplification between 26 MHz and 28 
MHz prior to the grant of an Ge equip- 
ment certification. 

Q. When did the FCC Have its fire 
in the late 60s? And is it so that Call- 
books prior'to this point serve as legal 
record of licensure? 

A. I never heard anything about a 
fire or saw any indication of one. When 
I came aboard in 1972, the license 
records were on magnetic tapes. Paper 
and microfiche periodic report files 
were used for staff day-to-day refer- 
ence activities. 

Prior to that, it was an all paper system. 
Each license document was typed onto 
a three-part carbon form. The top sheet 
went to the licensee. One copy was 
inserted into a huge file cabinet. That 
was the official record. The other copy 
went to Call Book Magazine. Appar- 
ently, Call Book Magazine compiled 
the initial magnetic tape licensee data 
base. Around 1968, the FCC obtained 
a copy of its tapes to use as its startup 


computerized licensee data base. 


Q. Can our club station license 
trustee authorize more than one 
person to use our call at the same time 
from different locations? 

A. Yes. There is nothing in the rules 
that would prevent that. Refer to BE 
Informed No. 4 WHICH CALL SIGN? 

Q. I design software and user 


- interfaces for ease of use, minimum 


training, minimizing errors, etc. and 
when I see Ham gear and consumer 
electronics, I cringe. It sure isn’t me or 
any of my colleagues who is badgering 
the manufacturers to put every whistle 
and bell on the radios. Who is it? 

W3BE-O-GRAM: If it ain’t you and it 
ain’t me, it must be those Hams behind 
that tree. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Q. When our group assisted a local 
town with their annual parade, we 
had Hams who would not transmit 
when they could hear one of the bands 
playing. Just because there is music 
playing in the background does not 
make it illegal. Right? : 

A. Good for them. Apparently they 
judged the volume level of the music to 
be so great as to preclude amateur ser- 
vice communications. Section 97.113(a) 
(4) says that no amateur station shall 
transmit music using a phone emission 
except as specifically provided elsewhere - 


in this section. That exception is in 


Section 97.113(e): ...communications, 
including incidental music, originating 
on United States Government frequen- 
cies between a manned spacecraft and its. 
associated Earth stations. Prior approval 
for manned spacecraft communications | 
retransmissions must be obtained from . 
the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration. Such retransmissions 
must be for the exclusive use of Amateur 
Radio operators. : 
Q. Your column about your 1954 
station really rang a bell with me. I 
had nearly an identical setup for a 
Ham station in 1951 when I got my — 
license. My first receiver was also a 
Hallicrafters S-40 and I had built the 
Eldico TR-75 transmitter kit. I had a 
whole flock of surplus xtals with a few 
of them in the 40 Meter CW band. I 


_was 20 years old at the time. 


I was a projectionist at a drive-in 
theatre. I got my license in the mail 
that day but I didn’t have time to put 
the TR-75 on the air. So all evening 
while working I was getting more 
and more excited about making my 
first CW contact. I got off work about 
2 a.m. rushed home and shaking like 
a leaf I put out my first CQ on 40 


. Meters. I no sooner signed and a W6 


answered. He was wonderful, patient 
with this new nervous Ham. Would 
you believe that fellow was also a pro- 
jectionist at a drive-in theatre! I could 
have fallen off my stool. From that 
time on I was off and running. _ 


—_—<—$—<—<_<—$<_<———————————__———— 


W3BE-O-GRAM: We came into Ham 
radio near the end of an era where anyone 
who used a commercially manufactured 
_ transmitter was not accepted as a real 
Ham. Those kit transmitters provided a 
necessary transition step. 


Q. When a club’s license expires, its 


repeater has to go off the air. When 
the trustee becomes a silent key, 
obviously a new trustee needs to be 
appointed and the license modified 
accordingly. When the trustee dies, 


however, does the repeater have to go ~ 


off until the new trustee is appointed 
and the license‘modified to reflect the 
new trustee? 

A. That would be one way to comply 
with Section 97.5(a)(1), which requires 
that the station apparatus must be under 
the physical control of a person named 


in an amateur station license grant on the’ 


ULS. No one should reasonably expect 
a dead person to have under control 
amateur station apparatus, or anything 
else, for that matter. 

_ For the repeater to remain on the air 
legitimately, a current station licensee 
would have to take on the responsi- 
bility for compliance with Section 
97.5(a)(1) until such time as the club 
is granted a modified license showing 
a new trustee. 

Q. Can this be done by the club’s 
leadership simply designating some- 
one in writing as the “Trustee” until 
they get the license modified to show 
the new trustee? 

A. No. The call sign transmitted i in the 
ID announcements required by Section 
97.119 would have to be that assigned to 
the primary station of the person taking 
on the responsibility for proper Dperanen 
of the repeater. 

Q. The LARC VEC certainly 
deserves recognition. It is amazing, 
as you say. Considering what “costs”? 
others are being reimbursed for, 
one wonders, “what do they spend 
it on?” 

W3BE-O-GRAM: Some VECs appar- 
ently spend it for paid employees to 
do that which the LARC-VEC relies 
upon strictly uncompensated and un- 
reimbursed volunteer examiners to do. 
The LARC-VEC most probably is the 
stabilizing force that holds in check the 
fees charged by the other VECs. 

Section 97.527 authorizes VEs and 


Holly Bevan, 
Ryan Rose, AE3RR. 


VECs to be reimbursed by examinees 
for out-of-pocket expenses incurred in 
preparing, processing, administering, 
or coordinating an examination for an 
amateur operator license. Wow! There 
is an invitation. to build an empire. If it 
weren’t for the LARC-VEC, we might 
see the examinations being administered 
in five-star hotels with the VEs arriv- 
ing in chauffeured stretch limos and 
an examination costing each examinee 
hundreds of dollars. 

BTW: VEs coordinated by the LARC- 


TOROID CORES 


Ferrite and iron powder cores. Free 
catalog and RFI Tip Sheet. Our RFI kit gets 
RFI out of TV's, telephones, stereos, etc. 


$25.00 


Model RFI-4. 
+ $8 S&H U.S./canada. Tax in Calif. 
Use MASTERCARD or VISA 


a ; 
= PALOMAR 
BOX 462222, ESCONDIDO, CA 92046 
TEL: 760-747-3343 FAX: 760-747-3346 
e-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com 
www.Palomar-Engineers.com 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


3MB, with her are 18-year old VEs Andrew Kelly, K3ASK, and 


VEC do not administer any defective 
questions contained in the VECs’ ques- 
tion pools. 


5 


Appreciation 

Holly Bevan N3MB; (photo), is a 
LARC-VEC volunteer.examiner with the 
Anne Arundel Radio Clut Team. At 92: 
years young, Holly is possibly our most 
senior VE. 

She has been a regular goodwill 
ambassador team member since 1993, 
greeting every applicant and helping 
them through the registration process. 
Shown with her are 18-year old VEs 
Andrew Kelly, K3ASK, and Ryan 
Rose, AE3RR. 

Read the rules — Heed the rules at 
www.gpoaccess.goviecfr/ and. click on 
[Title 47], then on [Part 97]. Also visit 
http://wireless.fcc.gov/ and click on 
[amateur] 

Enforcement reports are at hey ‘// 
www.fcc.gov/eb/AmateurActions/wel- 
come.html 

— BE Informed! Have a question 
about the amateur service rules? Visit 
http://w3be.home.att.net/; and e-mail - 
john@johnston.net. ® 
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OX WORD 


A New QSLing 


f you have been a reader of this 
column for any period of time, 
you know that I am a-big fan of 
Logbook of the World (LoT'W). Not so 
much because it is run by the ARRL, 
but because I like the concept behind the 
program as a whole. It is an easy way to 
climb the DXCC ladder, and typically, at 
acost less than sending paper QSL cards 
through the mail. However, an interest- 
ing trend is beginning to develop when 
it comes to large DXpeditions and their 
use of Lol W. 
To some degree I feel LoTW i is simi- 


lar to the bureau system in that if you: 


want a QSL for an award, or perhaps 
an all time “new one,’ a direct QSL is 
in order — it is not requested “via the 
buro.” The flip side is that if you QSL 
via the bureau, it is implied that you are 
in no hurry for the card and when you 
receive it is when you receive it. Some 
bureau cards come back in a matter of 
months, but it’s not uncommon for them 
to take years — some MANY years. 
The new LoI'W trend, however, seems 
to challenge this mindset. 

LoI W confirmations, at least for major 
DXpeditions, seem to be taking on a new 
QSLing model. Some DXpeditions are 
now “rewarding” those who contribute 
a donation “above and beyond” what it 
might take for a normal paper QSL by 
uploading these QSOs to Logbook of 
the World. The first operation I noticed 
this with was the 2007 BS7H DXpedi- 
tion. While this may not have been the 
first DXpedition to take this approach, 
it was the first that seemed to raise the 
eyebrows of some. 

' At the time, I didn’t give much thought 
to this practice of “early rewards” based 
on those who donated. My philosophy 
was (and still is) that if you are looking 
for a card that fills a highly desired need 
(all time new one, rare DXpedition, etc.), 
then a paper QSL should be requested 
“via direct.” Paper QSLs are always 
interesting to thumb through years after 
the fact. Many of them will bring back 
special memories — such as how many 
endless nights you spent trying to bust 
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Kelly Jones, N OVD 


9X@R has sparked some controversy 
by continuing the practice of early 
QSLing for DXpedition donors. 


the pileup for that rare one. But this 


new model of early rewards seems to 
be causing controversy in some minds. 
Their belief is that the DXpeditions are 
now selling QSLs — which, of course, 
is prohibited for DXCC awards and I 
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“Business Model?” 


would expect for nearly all other awards 
as well. 

As this trend continues to grow, 
the debate has begun to flourish over 
whether the “Early Bird Rewards 
Progtam” is selling QSLs. Pick any 
DX oriented mailing list and I’m sure 
you can find conversations around this 
topic. An example of this recently came 
across a Yahoo Groups DX list in which 
a question was asked of EA5RM, the 
QSL manager for the recent 9XOR 
DXpedition, regarding their uploading 


_-of QSO information to Lo[ W. Below is 


an abbreviated version of that exchange. 
As they say on TV, the names (and 
callsigns) have been changed to protect 
the innocent. 

WTIDX: 

Antonio, 

I noticed that 9XOR has uploaded . 
some logs to the LOTW. How may I get 
my QSOs uploaded? © 

Thank you, 
Bob, WTIDX 


EA5RM: 
Hello Bob, only Sponsors and donors 
QSO were Hplodned to LOTW. 
73! de EA5RM 


the confirmation sooner-than-later you 
have to PAY,” that is a crime, extortion, 
“requesting a bribe.” I am sad to see 
where our hobby, that used to be self 
policing, is head[ed]. 

Would our grandfathers demand a 
“contribution” before they would con- 
firm a QSO? I think NOT. 

After seeing this thread on the reflec- 
tor, I found myself in a lively conversa- 
tion with a local DXer regarding this 
very practice. Honestly, I never gave 

’ much thought to the “donate and get 
-. your confirmation before everyone else” 
model since I feel paper cards are more 
“valuable” than LoI'W confirmations 
and if it’s something I need, then I’1l send 
‘a paper request. My arguments were 
pretty much along the lines of WT1DX 
and KE8DXR in the conversation above 
— “T can still get a QSL, I just may not 
be first”. However, this local vehemently 
opposed the use of LoI'W as a mecha- 
nism for early confirmations based on 
support or donation. His argument was 
that LoT'W was meant to level the play- 
ing field and for everybody to get QSLs, 


NZODX: 
” SO THEY ARE selling QSO Confir- 
- mations. If you can only get proof of your 
contact if you PAY the DXpeditioner... 


~WTIDx: 

Not really. If you go to the website 
there is a form you may fill out with your 
: OSO information and they will send you 

a card via the bureau. Actually [this 
is] a good deal since you do not have 
to send them a card eliminating your 
card cost, your postage cost and/or the 
bureau cost. 


KESDXR: 
To be fair, they are uploading log data 


of their financial supporters before their 


_ general logs including those who didn't 
contribute. I fully expect that all their 
Qs will be uploaded to LoTW eventu- 
ally. But, they chose to give those who 
paid the bills first preference in the work 
order of their post operation list. 

We must remember that DXpeditions 

cost lots of money. Someone has to pay 

the bills. It's not unreasonable to reward 
those who contributed. | 


more or less, for free — meaning no 
postage, IRCs, etc. We argued both sides 
for quite some time and finally agreed to 
disagree on the subject. 
NZ@DxX pointed out that our grand- 
fathers would not demand a contri- 
bauer before they would confirm 


NZ@DxX: 

[Edited] My point [is] that “SELL- 
ING” QSO confirmations is a CRIME. 
It is extortion. It is requesting a bribe. 
Asking everyone interested [or] involved 
is great. But saying that “If you want 


The DX Store” 
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a QSO. My argument to that point 
would be that “today’s DXpeditions 
are not your grandfather’s DXpedi- 
tions.” DXpeditions today can cost 
many hundreds of thousands of 
dollars and make tens of thousands 
QSOs — just so ‘you’ can put them in 
the log. It seems reasonable enough to 
rewards those that help offset the cost 
with an early bird confirmation. 
Personally, I find this emerging QSL/ 
confirmation model quite interesting. 
What do you think? Does it matter to you 
that one can get a LoI'W confirmation 
before everybody else if a donation is 
made to their DXpedition? Do you still 
request paper cards for rare operations or 
all time new ones? Would, or do you, use 
LoT W as your first choice when QSLing 
rare DXpeditions or all time, new ones? 
Do you feel this practice of rewarding 
donors early is “selling” QSLs? Keep 
in mind, however, the assumption is 
made that you can still receive QSL 
confirmations by other means — you 
just may not be first in line. What are 
your thoughts? 


VP6DX Stands Out Again 


On the topic of QSLing, the recent 
VP6DX DXpedition continues to push 


the envelope — quite literally. First. 


this operation broke many longstanding 
DXpedition records, now they are set to 
break the mold when it comes to QSLing. 
In a comprehensive press release dated 
18 June, the group states that “An earlier 
press release stated that we expected 
QSL cards to enter the postal system in 


Awesome Audio Demonstration! 
WiALW2IHY.CcOoOM 


mid-April. We must apologize for fail- 
ing to meet that deadline. Our printer 
offered us an opportunity to send an 
extraordinary QSL card. The direct- 
mail 'card' will be a 36-page booklet, 
sponsored by the QSL-Shop and Knut 
Theurich, DG@ZB. This booklet has 
the same dimensions as a QSL card, and 
contains over 80 color photos and maps. 
The text includes information about the 
major sponsors, Ducie Island history and 
the VP6DX project.” 

“With a thickness bE Imm, the 
VP6DX QSL will fit in standard QSL 
card display holders. Not surprisingly, 


it takes much ‘more time to design - 


and prepare for printing a 36-page 
booklet than a standard QSL card. 


“We submitted the complete draft of 


the card design to the printer on 14 
May. During the next several weeks 
we worked together with the printer 
to resolve technical layout issues and 
to proofread the final design. The 
final. proof was approved on 06 June 
and printing of 20,000 cards began 
on 09 June. On Friday, 13 June, more 
than 500 kg (1,100 Ib) of cards were 
shipped to the QSL team. We hope 
you will find this special card worth 
the additional waiting time.” 


Note: Because* QSL bureaus are not — 


equipped to handle a booklet, VP6DX 
QSLs delivered via the bureau will use a 
normal card with color photographs. 


25 Years of 
DXpeditions to HBO 


Members of the Rhein Ruhr DX Asso- 
ciation (RRDXA) will be active as HB@/ 


Your Transmit Audio is Outstandine 


The W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate brings 
sional audio processing technology to your shack... affordably! 
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HB9AON and will be celebrating their : 
25th DXpedition to Triesenberg, Liech- 


_ tenstein, between 18-31 October. Opera- 


tors mentioned are: DJ2YE, DL8EAQ, 
DK8EY, DL8DAW, DK5EZ, DG3EX 
and DL6EAQ, as well as members of 
the DARC clubs. The German team will 
also be active in the CQ World-Wide - 
SSB DX Contest as a Multi- Multi entry. 
QSL via DJ2YE. 


Longtime Malawi (7Q) 
Station Getting Upgrade 

QSL Manager Allan, G@IAS, 
recently stated that Harry, 7Q7HB 
(G@JMU), is once again in Malawi. 
He adds that Harry loaded a telescopic 
tiltover mast and a new A4S into his 


| shipping container. Apparently, the 


“Gem Quad” that has been at “Club 
Mak” for years has seen better days, 
so he is replacing it on this trip. Harry © 
has also taken more stuff to work data 
modes this time too. If anyone has any 
questions for Allan, his email address 
is allan.gOias@btinternet.com. 


Botswana (A2) _. 
DXpedition 
Just about the time you read this, 
operator Sigi/DL7DF and a team of 
operators will be active as A25/DL7DF 
from Botswana. Their operation is 
scheduled to take place between 23 
September and 06 October. The plan 
is to have several stations on the air on 
160-10 Meters using CW and SSB. One 
station will be exclusively dedicated to 
RTTY, PSK31 and SSTV. 
Operators mentioned include Man- 


_ fred/DK1BT, Wolfgang/DL4WK, Andy/ 


DL5CW, Sigi/DL7DF, Frank/DL7UFR 
and Leszek/SP3DOI. QSL via DL7DF, 


- direct or by the DARC Bureau. Pilots for 


this DXpedition are Bernd/DF3CB and 
Floyd/NSFG. For more details, please 
visit their website at http://www.dl7df. 
com/a25/index.html. 

— That's it for this month’s column. 
I look forward to hearing your com- 
ments, complaints or whatever is on 
your mind. Thanks to the OPDX Bul- 
letin and Team VP6DX for providing 
additional information. If you have 
any DX information you would like - 
announced, please send the informa- 
tion at least two months in advance to 
nOvd@dxcentral.com. Until next time, 
see you in pileups! - NOVD Mf 
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CALL MANAGER 


*y) QSLMANAGERS @ ; 


Butzbach, Germany 
EA4URE Apartado Postal 220, 28080 Madrid, Spain 


EASKB 
EA7FTR 


Huelva 21110, Spain 
HS@ZGD Stig Lindblom, Thatsana Changphimai 147/1 - Moo 3, 
Tambon Boot, Ban Ta Bong, Phimai, TH-30110 Nakhon 
Ratchashima, Thailand 
JDIBMM Masafumi Ishihara, 2-305 Loran, 2-5-35 Miyazaki, Chuo-ku, 
Chiba 260-0806, Japan 


RZ1IOA 


CALL MANAGER CALL MANAGER | CALL MANAGER 
GB@BTW M@CNP SDIB/6 DL8AAV | TI2TL IN3DEI 
GB@SI G@RCI SD3N _ SM3NXS_| TM@GP FIHWL 
GB1@@STH SE2T SM2YIZ | TM2OFL. FSKFL 
G3VOU SH1658DK SK6JX | TM30 _F5KEQ 
GBIAFP. MN@AKU SK16580Z. SK7BQ | TM5K FSKEK 
GB2MOF GM4UYZ SN2@@8E SP2HQY |, TMS5TFV. . F6KMB ~ 
HA8@1CW HAICW SN2@@8M SP2IST | TM6JUN  FS5KAQ 
HC2AQ EASKB SN2@@8P SQ2RH | TM7RDI FIMRO 
HK40BA _EASKB SN75@FCR SQONFB | TR8CA F6CBC 
HK4SAN — EASKB SN75@TG SP3WYG | TT8FC EA4AHK 
HR9/WQ7R = AI4U SN77SCH SP2GWZ | TX7LX DK7LX 
HS@ZEA OE2REL SXIEPC SV8GXC | TYS5ZR IK2IQD 
Il2IGTO IQ2MI SX24DRM UELOTA/p RZIOA ~ 
II3PIAV.. IK3GES SV2GWY | UEIRGR UAIRJ 
TY1SP I1SAF SX24ELI SV2GWY | UEIRMC UAIRJ 
JAIZEK/JD1 SX24EVI SV2GWY | UEIZFF-  UAIZZ 
JAIIQY | SX24EVR SV2GWY. | UE3XPT .UA3KGM 
JW1EOA LAIEOA SX24FLR SV2GWY | UK8AME IK2DUW 
JW7G M3RRV SX24GRV SV2GWY | US@HZ W3HNK 
JW9YG LA9YG SX24HLK SV2GWY | V44KJ = WB2TSL 
JY9IR- OZ2J SX24IMA SV2GWY | VC3C° VE3VIG 
KHON JA6CNL SX24KLK SV2GWY | VP2MDD M@AEP 
LU4DX EASKB SX24KVL SV2GWY | VRIO@XMT 
LX9UN LXiNJ SX24KYK SV2GWY * VR2XMT 
LZI7EXPO LZIYE SX24KZN SV2GWY | VR20 VR2HK 
ODSUU LZIYE SX24LRS SV2GWY | W2W W3HEM- 
ON44WAR ON7RY SX24PEL SV2GWY | WH6R AI4U 
OZ1658ROS SX24PIE SV2GWY | XT2WC - FIIQH 
OZ9EDR SX24RDP SV2GWY | XU7BMK JA8UWT 
R35NP RWIAI SX24SRS SV2GWY. | YB@DPO K3AIR 
R45VT RD3MA ‘SX24TSL SV2GWY | YP@CD YOSBFJ 
RASLI/9 UA9LP SX24VIO SV2GWY | YSIMAE W3HNK 
RK@AXC/@ RX3RC SX24XAN “YV5MSG IT9DAA 
RK3DZJ/1 RV3DPM SV2GWY | Z36T DJ@LZ 
SSIZZ NISDX -| SX2MT  SV2KBB | ZAIE T2MQP 
S79GB DH3NB — T88CW JH@IXE | ZP6CW ZP6CU 
S79JE DJ@JE T88NF JA@FOX | ZS6DXB LZ3HI 
S79WF DL6NBR TCOW OK2GZ | [a] direct [b] bureau 
SC16580Z SK7BQ TCIMR TAIHZ ; 
QSL MANAGER ADDRESSES 
SH3RK Ralph Karhammar, The World Bank Group, DARWB, 
y P.O. Box 27839, Washington, DC 20038-7839, USA 
DK2WV_ Karl Heinz Ilg, Max-Loew-Str. 15, 85579 Neubiberg, Germany 
DK7LX Georg Knoess, Am Weiderweg 12; Dae Kirch-Goens/ 5 


Jose Ardid Arlandis, P.O. Box 5013, Valencia 46080, Spain 
Francisco Lianez Suero, Asturias 23, Aljaraque, 


Vlad Sadakov, P.O. Box 48, Arkhangelsk, 163048, Russia 


3A2CWG = 3A2LF 
3W2BMK JA8UWT 
4D75J DVIJM 
4L4CH LZ10T 
4L6QC LZIOT 
4L8A °° «  \KIBV 
4W6R EA4URE 
6WISE  JR2KDN 
8Q7VH_ — CT2IVH 
8S@HRA SM@BYD 
9A7TOLPC 9ATKM | 
9G1YK — PA3ERA 
9K2/SP4R SP4GFG 
9K2FE | WS5ORM 
9K2GS EASKB 
OL OW DK2WV 
9N7JO HS@ZGD 
9Y4W _ DL4MDO 
A41MX EB7DX 
A4SWD ~~“ YOSHP 
AM@8ATU 

EB2ATU 
AO3AS EA3AS 
AO3JW EA3JW 
AO3RCS.__EA3RCS 
AOSFL EASFL 
AOSFX EASFX 
AOSGL EASGL 
AOSHT EASHT 
AOSKV —_—-EASKV 
AOTHEG EA7HEG 
AOTZY EATZY 
AOSIB EAQIB 
C31CT EA3QS 
COIR CTIBXT 
CE1U CEIURJ 
CI2PEI VEIDHD [a] 
CI2PEI  VE1FQ [b] 
CN8YE  _EA7FTR 
CN8ZG  EAT7FTR 
CO6WD _—_ 8P9NX 
CO7EH AD4C’ 
CQ4IPY CTIBWW 
CS2@@8FFC 

CT2FFC 
CS2FD  CTIRVM 
CT9SEE CT3EE 
DA@HAMCAMP 

~ DB8NI 
EGICAV _EAIHU 
EGIGCT — EAIEG 
EK3GM __—IK2QPR 
ENS5R ~UY2RA 
EP3PK IK2DUW 
ERSGB | W3HNK 
FMSBH  W3HNK 
FMSWD W3HNK 
FR/TUSKG  F4BFI 
GB@BAB 

MW@CNA 


_ SV2GWY Demetrios Anastasiades, 28hs Oktobriou, Tagarades, GR- 57001 


' Thessaloniki, Greece 
UAIRJ — Yuri Sinitso, P.O. Box 23, volonth 160000, Russia 
XU7ABN Se Laget, P.O. Box 1373 GPO, Phnom Penh 99999, Cakes 
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EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


Critical Path Anal ysis 


or those of you with some project 
. management experience you'll . 


recognize the term “critical path 


analysis.” If you’re familiar with the 
concept skip the next few paragraphs. 
Let me give you an example. I’m plan- 
ning on replacing the shingles on my roof 
and have hired some roofers to do the 
labor with the understanding that I’ll get 
all of the suppliés. If the roofers arrive 
before the shingles, the project won’t 
happen within my budget as I’Il have to 
_ pay them extra hours while they wait. If 


the delivery of shingles isn’t made to the 


roof, the workers are not going to hoist 
the bundles onto the roof. 

There’s a “critical path” of events that 
_ MUST occur in proper order and with 
proper timing for the project to happen 
effectively. We’re not including outside 
influences such as a thunderstorm or an 
earthquake. We’re just talking about 
the elements of the project that must 
happen in a certain timely hieee for the 
best conclusion. 

What if the workers are on site and 
the shingles are on the roof but the nails 
don’t arrive? What if all the materials 
are there but no workers show up? The 
outcome of the project is “on time, on 
budget” or “late and on budget” or per- 
haps “late and over budget.” Worst case 
is simply “not completed.” When you 


diagram the project, certain elements. 


are “critical,” without which the project 
cannot be completed. All of these ele- 


ments, in their proper order and schedul- 


ing, create the “critical path.” 

Let’s apply this to an Amateur Radio 
response to an event. Can you think 
of critical elements? What if the radio 
was there but no operator? Or, the EOC 
had radios but no licensed operators? 
A few months ago a fellow responded 
to an emergency incident but neglected 
to bring the proper microphone for his 
radio. He was limited in his ability to 

program the radio and this affected his 
_ effectiveness. Today I got a call from a 
fellow who is supporting a youth activity. 
One of his radios was missing a fuse and 
did I have any suggestions or concerns if 


thie Atel W7SAR 


they just spliced around the fuse. 
I have been on events where I’ve 
needed an adapter to match coax to 


-a radio or an antenna. My vehicle 


can be full of gear but without the 


_ needed adapter I could not fulfill my 


communicator role. Sometimes we 
can splice a wire or make temporary 


modifications to allow our “project”: 


to be completed. Sometimes a missing 


‘and critical part will delay or prevent 


our project from happening. 

The concept for you is to consider the 
“critical path” for your communications 
response and to plan accordingly. For 
some it’s ensuring you have a checklist 
of necessary items and making sure each 
item is included. Sometimes it’s carrying 
spares or redundant systems. 

I have been chided (and you may have 


also been subject to this kidding as well) - 
by well-meaning associates who chuckle 
at my bringing a lot of spares or complete 


extra systems. I’ve been asked why I have 
a spare radio, several runs of spare coax; 
a box of adapters, a spare antenna and a 
spare radio. “After all,” I’ve been told, 


“you could just borrow a radio if you . 


needed one.” Sharing and borrowing of 
gear is great, as long as the gear is there 
and the.owner is willing to lend. 

My message is to plan on self-suffi- 
ciency and have the mind-set of looking 


at your own gear BEFORE you go and 


ensuring you have critical items. I’ve 
been able to splice or repair coax — but 


‘this depends on the size of the coax, the 


temperature of the coax (try fixing coax 
in sub-zero weather) and having time to 
complete the repairs. I’ve had all sorts 
of things fail at the worst possible time, 
fail when they were not supposed to and 
have loaned “stuff” to others, never to 
see it again. 

It would be a nice world if every radio 
had the same antenna and power and 
microphone connector. It would be great 
if every antenna had the same connector. 
It would be great if every fuse was the 
same size and shape. 

At one time I was rewiring connectors 
on my: radios so any microphone would 
be interchangeable. It worked for a while 
as I replaced four-, five- and six-pin 
connectors with eight-pin connectors 
and made sure the wiring was standard. 
And then came some RJ-45 connectors 
and other DIN connectors and I’d have 
to.make adapters in order to make every- 
thing match. It became too daunting a 
task and I’ve abandoned trying. 

For a while my “fuse box” only had 
glass fuses and they were of the same 
physical size. If I needed a fuse I could 
find a match or at least find a fuse that 
would fit in an emergency. And then 
came blade fuses — tiny-ones, medium: 
ones and big ones. And glass fuses in 
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small sizes. Now my fuse box has quite 
an assortment and I’ve no. assurance 
that I will have the proper one or could 
quickly find it! 

In my response gear I have an adapter 
kit that allows me to create RF adapt- 
ers so I can match coax and antenna 
and radio. It was great as long as all of 
the various adapter ends wete used by 
manufacturers. And then came SMA and 
TNC connectors. There were mini-UHF 
connectors. I had to buy some additional 
parts for my adapter kit to be of value. 
Who knows what new connector will be 
included next? It’s frustrating. 

But here’s the advice for you: Please 
look at your OWN gear and ensure you 
have spare critical components so you 
can complete your project. BEFORE 
you leave, ensure you have: spare fuses 
for the radios YOU have with you. 
BEFORE you leave, ensure you have 
coax with proper connectors and have a 
spare. You might want to check the set 
screws on critical antennas (one opera- 
tor reported the whip was missing from 
his vehicle antenna and must-have fallen 
out en route). The systems you need to 
evaluate are the needed systems for your 
response. I may have a CB radio as well 
as a VHF radio in my vehicle. If I’m 
expected to use the .VHF radio for the 
event, that’s the critical system I need 
to check. 


My advice? Use a checklist, check 
the connections, bring spares. Don’t 


go crazy and duplicate everything, just 
plan for the most expected failures. If 
you’re new at responding and support- 
ing communications, please ask some 
experienced folk for suggestions. This 
makes a great round-table discussion for 
your next meeting, i.e. sharing failure 
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stories and talking through ideas on 
how to “complete the project” when the 
critical items fail. 


Creeping complacency 

I was reading a website and found 
a concept I like. It’s called creeping 
complacency. Here’s how it works. In 
1999 there was a great concern (and. 
panic:some might say) that when all 
of the computers clicked over to 2000 
they would fail and the world would be 
plunged into crisis. There was an out- 
pouring of preparedness as we planned 
for major interruptions to life. When life 
was not interrupted, all of that prepared- 
ness was neglected and our generators 


were neglected and our emergency food . 


was left to go bad. 
Shortly after 9/11 we were again in pre- 


. paredness mode. We readied our gear for 


terrorist threats. Years later, our prepared- 
ness efforts were neglected again. 

After the Katrina Hurricane events, 
many of us readied our gear, sharpened 
our skills and prepared to respond when 


the next “big one” happened. Today our | 


ID cards are expired, our gear is scattered 
and we’re not as ready to respond as we 
were a few months after Katrina hit. 
Some of you continue to have the 
vision and are on top of your prepared- 
ness. I salute you. Others have fallen 
prey to “creeping complacency” and 
have neglected to maintain an effec- 
tive preparedness level. To the latter 
group I encourage you to take a reflec- 
tive moment and spend a little time 
getting back into a response mode. 
When responders were needed follow- 
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aim 


ing Katrina, one criterion was to have 
hepatitis shots. Several of us discovered 
the complete series of three shots took 
six months (and $150) to complete. Of a - 
dozen or so who discussed the need for- 
the shots I’m the only one locally that’s — 
completed the shots — and we’re in the 
hurricane season. If the call goes out 
today for volunteers and one criterion — 
is 4 hepatitis shot, I’d be the only one 
from this group that would be allowed 
to go. An informal poll of several who 
didn’t get the shots revealed reasons 
like: I forgot. I got busy. I forgot to call 
the insurance company to see if the cost 
was covered. 
We often, have the very best inten- — 
tions just following the event but things 
like the economy and high fuel prices 
distract us..Following a “BIG” event we 
get motivated to be ready “next time.” 
When “next time” doesn’t come quickly 
enough we allow complacency to enter 
the picture. As months become years 


- and the “big one” doesn’t happen, our 


complacency increases and our attention 
is focused on other concerns. 

Please take a few moments and make 
the resolve to increase your level of 
preparedness. Don’t attempt to do it all 
today! Just take a few nibbles over the 
next few days and weeks and months and 
maintain an effective preparedness and 
response level. 

Until next month, best wishes from 
Salt Lake City! 

— Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be 
reached by sending mail to: P.O. Box 
11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147; or b 
sending e-mail to: jw@desnews.com a 
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; Esmond “Easy” Hebert, WSCCT 


Esmond “Easy” Hebert, 94, died 02 
Mar 2008 at The Medical Center of 
Southeast Texas. 

Easy and I met in 1955 in Groves, 
Texas. I had let my license, WSLOH, 
expire and I knew there was a Ham 
living about a couple hundred yards 
from me because I could see ue fine 
beam antenna. 

One night a strong windstorm blew a 


heavy limb fawn on my electric service 
entrance wire. The wire didn’t break, 
but it did bend my service entrance 
pipe to about 30 degrees from normal. 
Easy and I, along with my neighbors, 
were surveying the damage, and Easy 
said, “I believe we can fix that.” He 


brought his “come-along,” which we 


hooked from my service entrance pipe 
to aconveniently located tree, gave it a 
pull, and, voila, the pipe was good as 
new and the sag was out of the wire. 
It saved me a bunch rather than wait- 
ing for a professional to repair it; they 
were all busy after the storm. From that 
time, we became great friends. That’s 
just the way Easy was; he would help 
you out whether or not he knew you. 
He used‘to tell me about the “trea- 
sure hunts” he went on using 75 
Meter AM and about his experiences 
in WWII in the army in Europe. He 
was a master carpenter, having built 
his own house, as well as others. He 
also worked on the building of Port 
Arthur’s “Rainbow Bridge,” one of 


- the tallest, if not THE tallest in the 


South. He was a dedicated Ham and a 
friend of many and he will definitely 
be missed. ; 

_— Jim Brewer (W5QWL) 


John C. “Jack” McCague, W3UGS 


John C. “Jack” McCague, 86, 
of Murrysville, PA, died 04 Jun 
2008. He was preceded in death by 
a son, John Charles McCague, III, 
in 1979, his parents, John Charles 
and Elinor Yartlett McCague and 
two aunts, Adah and Anna McCa- 
gue. Jack is survived by his wife, 
Leona “Betty” Jeremias McCague. 
Interment was in the Homewood 
Cemetery, Pittsburgh. 

I met Jack at my brother-in-law’s 
house about seven years ago. He 


lived a mile or so from me as the . 


crow flies. He enjoyed checking in 
on our 10 Meter net‘on Sunday eve- 
-nings. ] miss that loud voice coming 
in over my radio, saying, “Net Con- 
trol! This is W3 United Golf Sierra, 
Jack, here in Export, no comments. 


P. C. ELECTRONICS since 1965 


Good evening to you als Bystyone 
else on the net.” 
— Pittsburgh Gazette, KE3WN 
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A Subdued 
Hamvention® 2008 
|: I had to choose one word to 


describe Hamvention 2008, it - 


would be “subdued.” While there 
are no official numbers, it seemed visu- 
ally obvious that the Hara Arena was 
not overcrowded and neither was the 
Flea Market. 

Even if it proves out that the crowd was 
- smaller, it was definitely a “spending” 
one. I saw many high-end radios being 
purchased, including many Icom 7800s 
and Yaesu 9000s. That is serious money, 
as there were not very many discounts 
offered on this high-end gear. 

Nor were there any major new product 
announcements this year. Icom had its 
ruggedized HF radio for the emergency 
communications community, but unlike 
2007 when there were myriad new 
products, this year nothing really caught 
people’s imagination. 

Those waiting for a second source 
for D-Star transceivers and HTs in the 
hope that would bring competition and 
possibly drive prices down were disap- 
pointed. It seems that only Icom plans 
to support D-Star in the Americas, so 
prices will likely remain unchanged 
(with the weakening U.S. dollar vs. the 
strengthening Japan Yen, actual prices 
for all Ham gear made off-shore will 
likely see a significant price hike in the 
months to come). 

For those of us who use and watch the 
situation on the VHF and above bands, 
it is the annual FCC Hamvention forum 
that counts. This year it had a lot to 
say. Most of it came from Bill Cross, 
W3TN, of the Rules Division and likely 
the most controversial item dealt with 
paper repeaters. 


Is this the 
End of Paper Repeaters? 


Paper repeaters have been coordinated 
to a channel pair but have never come 
on the air, or repeaters that were once 


operational but have been silent for a. 


long time. Bill Cross, W3TN, has chal- 
lenged the nation’s coordination com- 
munity to make the paper repeaters go 
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Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF 


away: “Coordinators also need to be sure 
that the systems that they have coordi- 
nated are still using the channels before 
they tell you that your system cannot be 
coordinated. From what I have heard, in 
some areas of the country there are an 


awful lot of paper repeaters and an awful | 


lot of out-of-date coordination.” 
One of the reasons that paper repeaters 
exist at all.has been the fear on the part of 


‘coordinators of being sued by the person 


holding the channel allocation whether 
a repeater exists or not. This, would 
happen if they pull a coordination and 


give the channel pair to the next group — 


waiting in line. 

_ For those unaware, those Hams pro- 
viding repeater coordination services 
are volunteers. Up until now, they have 


| not been willing to risk their homes 


and life savings just to make the point 
before a judge and jury that they have the 
power to tell the owner of a non-existent 
repeater to go away. Now, however, Bill 
Cross words might be the impetus to 
start changing this. 

Doing away with paper repeaters 
will help open up channel pairs in 


some geographic regions, but there are - 


others where all the channels in all of 
the repeater subbands are truly in use. 
What do you do in those cases? Cross 
says to use a bit of good old Amateur 
Radio ingenuity. “Coordinators can 
create more channels by, for example, 
requiring as a condition of coordination 
that the repeater that a narrower than 25 
kHz bandwidth (on UHF) be used, that 
narrower guard bands be used or that a 
repeater not be installed on a mountain- 


top where it ties up achannel pair for half. 


the area of a state.” 


What about Closed and 
Private Repeaters? 
_ Cross also said that there are some 
instances where coordination is not 
necessary. “Coordination only becomes 
relevant if there is interference. If you 
can find a channel that is unused, the 
rules permit you to put a repeater on it. 
If the repeater is coordinated to a closed 
repeater and you can use it without caus- 
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ing interference (to that closed repeater), 
you may. Coordination does not establish’ 
a squatter’s right to a frequency ora right 
to exclude others.” 

Does this mean that the FCC wants to 
put an end to closed and private repeat- 
ers? Not really. When questioned about 
that remark by someone in the audience, 
Cross went back to the FC€ rules and 
found “It’s 97.205(e). Limiting the use 
of a repeater to only certain user sta- 
tions is permissible. Now you will not 
find the term closed repeater anywhere 
in Part 97. That’s a term that you have 
developed. This rule was adopted at the 
request of the amateur community so 
that a repeater owner, operator or control 
operator would be able to tell a particular 
licensee to stay off the repeater. 

“Usually, our experience has been 
that comes as a last resort with someone 
who’s just misbehaving and carrying 
on baiting people. Making unidentified 
transmissions and other things that are 
in the category of totally obnoxious. 
And as a group or club, they don’t want 
that person, on the repeater. So, in the 
rule making proceeding the comments 
came in and said that we need to be able 
to have some kind of authority to tell 
someone to stay off the repeater. This 
rule gives you that authority.” 


A Difference of Opinion 


What appears evident is that there 
is a very sharp difference of opinion 
between the way the Ham community. 
views closed and private repeaters and 
the legalistic approach of the FCC. 

The FCC views 97.205(e) as an 
enforcement tool. Those who have run 
closed and private repeaters long before 
that rule came about, or those who want - 
to establish one now, have seized on it 
to justify their exclusivity of a chosen 
user base. And it is quite likely that 
trying to prove that this rule does not 
codify closed and private repeaters 
would lead to a very costly federal court 
fight between opposing repeater owner 
operators a legal battle that would make 
a few lawyers rather wealthy and likely 
bankrupt everyone else involved. 

Thumbing through a recent ARRL 


Repeater Directory shows that with 
_ the exception of 440 MHz in Southern 
California, that nationally closed and 

private repeaters make up only about 
one or two percent of all the nations 
machines. While the concept of closed 
and private repeaters is a hot button topic 
with many hams, the reality is that their 
impact on channel space availability is 
minimal at best. 


The FCC on 
Digital Repeaters 


Also from the FCC Forum, Bill Cross 
noted that the agency is considering a 
‘request from the Northern California 
Packet Association, which asked for a 
definitive clarification on what is and 
what is not a repeater. Cross says to 


expect that decision _ shortly — also » 


that it will be applicable to all repeaters 
— not just D-Star and P-25. 


‘It will be of interest to see if the’ 


FCC sides with those Hams who claim 
a repeater that has any inherent delay 
because of circuitry is not a repeater 


and can operate where it desires or with 


those who say anything that relays in 
real time or near real time is a repeater 
and must be constrained to operation 
within established repeater subbands. 
Bill Cross would not even give a hint as 
to which way the FCC is leaning on this 


issue — but once it comes out, one side 


or the other will be unhappy. 


Brooklyn Ramblings: 
Jommie Rose, WA2MSX 
— Part 2 

Photography was soon playing a 
secondary role to electronics. Before 
my 13th birthday, I was quite adept at 
diagnosing just about any problem that 

_might plague a five- or six-tube table 

radio of the era. The same was true for 
audio amplifiers including those in most 
brands of 16mm sound projectors. It 
amazed me that this piece of iron, steel 
and glass could take a piece of “film” 
with pictures on it and a sound track 
represented by a squiggly line on one 
side of the film and somehow magically 
present the.two as pictures in motion 
with perfectly synchronized sound. 

Jommie took the next few sessions 
to teach me the way sound movies 


were made. By the time I was in my. 


last year at Seth Low Junior High, 
Jommie had molded me into a com- 


_ petent service technician: 


Lest you think that it was all a one-way 
street, let me state that there was a kind of 
tuition. I was Jommie’s extra hands and 
feet; someone who could do the “stuff” 


that he could not really do for himself due © 


to his handicap. As a child, Jommie had 
contracted Infantile Paralysis, or polio. 
In the 1920s there was no treatment or 
cure. Jommie.was one of the lucky ones. 
While he had to use a cane and walked 
“crunched over,” he was very self- 
sufficient and had gone onto a successful 
adult life. Nevertheless, as he grew older 
it became harder for him to move radios 


-and TV sets and remove their chassis for 


repair. During the time I hung out at Rose 
Radio, this became my job. 

Then came high school and it all 
changed. There were many days when 
my high school homework load and 
school obligations prevented me from 
spending the time with Jommie that I 
would have liked. My association with 
Rose Radio slipped. 

The last “real time” I spent there was 
the summer of 1960. By then my mother 
was in the terminal stage of cancer. 
Jommie was my refuge. At 5:30 p.m., 
I’d wander over to Jommie’s place and 
stay with him till he closed the shop at 9 
p.m. I’d go home and tend Mom’s needs 
overnight as Dad slept so he could go to 
work the next day. 

Weekends, the only thing that helped 
to keep me sane were my Ham Radio 


_ buddies who knew Mom’s condition and 


would stay up through the night chat- 
ting on 50.4 MHz — 6 Meter AM. Calls 
of friends past like Ron, WA2EDU; 
Al, WA2ERX; Art, K2MOO with his 
“moo cow” sound effect and of course 
my lifelong buddy and fellow night owl 
Larry Levy, WA2INM. And Jommie, 
who returned to the hobby with a 
Heathkit Sixer transceiver and the call 
letters WA2MSX. 

My brother called me 15 September 
1960 at Jommie’s store to tell me that 
Mom passed away. And as the rain fell 
the following day, we returned her to the 
Earth that gives us all life. : 

To be continued... 

De WAOITF. 

— Bill Pasternak, WA6ITF, receives 
mail at 28197 Robin Avenue, Saugus, 
CA 91350. His 24-hour/day voice and 


fax line is 805/296-7180. He can also — 


be reached by e-mail to billwa6itf@juno. 
com or wa6itf@arnewsline.org. 
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PROMOTION AND RECRUITMENT 


Building Amateur Radio’s Network 


he challenge of getting out of 

: our comfortable radio shacks and 
introducing people to the wonder- 

ful world of Ham Radio requires a few 


messengers. There are lots of opportunities — 


awaiting. So who among us will volunteer 
to tell the public about Amateur Radio? 
Raise your hands, please. Hmmm, a small 
group. Typical of some radio clubs. The old 
saying, “The harvest is large, but laborers 
are few,’ probably applies to many groups, 
not just radio clubs. 

How, then, can we multiply the efforts 
of the few to reach the many? One answer 
is networking. 


What’s a network? 


We can define a network as a loose-knit 
organization of persons who understand 
Amateur Radio and are in a position to tell 
others about it. Right up front, Jet’s note that 
while newspapers, radio and TV station 
journalists should be included, they rep- 
resent only a small portion of the network 
potential. One reason is that today these 
traditional news media are shrinking as the 
Internet grows, resulting in less advertising 
and fewer pages devoted to news. Sorry, but 
the media doesn’t consider “publicity” for 
Ham Radio to be news. 

Before we consider approaching poten- 
tial members of our network, we should 


figure a way to offer them something | 


rather than just trying to “sell” Ham 
Radio. What’s in it for them? For example, 
many teachers are interested in ways to 
add to or enrich their teaching efforts. 
Amateur Radio is ideal for teachers of a 
variety of subjects. Science and physics 
instructors can use Ham Radio to show 
applied principles of electricity, electron- 
ics, and math. Geography and language 
teachers could éxplain that students 
could enjoy DX with other countries and 
practice their language skills. Computer 
‘science students will easily identify 
with Ham Radio’s digital modes and 
software-defined radios. And the list goes 
on. A single teacher can influence many 


students and thus multiply the impact of 


a single briefing on Ham Radio. 


Devere “Dee” Logan, ee 


Uncle Ham Wants You 
To Join the Elmer Corps! 


Elmers are goodwill ambassadors. The new Elmer Corps includes 
radio Ham volunteers who will assist persons who are interested in 
becoming licensed. No experience necessary. Just a sincere desire. 
to welcome those who seek help and offer your advice and counsel. 
Easily done by telephone or e-mail. You'll be listed with others as 
part ofthe Ham Radio Promotion Project. Please sign up today! 


Building a network 


Our presentation should be developed _ 


with this in mind. It helps to draft the main 
points and know them well before we 
communicate them. A simple outline can 
cover the main points, including what the 
Amateur Radio Service is, its typical uses, 
its attractions as a hobby and public service, 
along with the licensing process. Having 
literature to leave with the targeted network 
member.can provide an easy follow-up. Our 
presentation (“pitch”) should be simple, 
delivered ad lib and with enthusiasm. that 
communicates the fun and enjoyment of 


Yell "STOP THE PRESSES!" 
Any interesting Ham news in 


your neck of the woods? 
Well, c'mon, "Scoop", send it 
in to WorldRadio} 


Amateur Radio. A personal meeting is-best, 
but sometimes a written message or e-mail 
will have to do. 

Who should be targeted to join our 
network? The best candidates will be influ- 
ential people such as teachers, but there are 
many others. Scout leaders are ideal, along 
with civic club officers, church and youth 
group organizers, police, fire and security 
people, newspaper writers, legislators, 
senior center activity coordinators etc. In 
short, anyone who regularly meets with or 
can influence others can be a spokesperson 
for Amateur Radio. 

I recently talked with a local senior center 
staffer who suggested that Ham Radio 


. would be a wonderful communication link 
for shut-ins. This led to our presentation on 


Ham Radio with a special “senior” slant. 
This was followed by another invitation to 
speak, this time toa German club. That talk 
allowed us to emphasize the unique interna- 
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tional cultural and ethnic connections that 


Amateur Radio provides. Chances are your. 


radio club members can identify several 
other target groups, starting with their own 
circle of friends and acquaintances. This is 
a good place to begin. 

Some target groups pose special chal- 
lenges. Young people today are surrounded 
by high-tech devices and may consider 
tadio “old fashioned.” Yet, some youths 
certainly are candidates, especially with 
computers as a common link, As Raymond 
“Woody” Woodward, K3VSA, writes, 


“People, especially kids, aren’t going to seek 


us out because they’ve heard we can talk 


to the world. We have to adapt to the times 


and actively recruit new Hams using the 


tools that work today. We especially need to 
publicize our events on the Internet sites like - 


- Craig’s list where people are looking now. 


‘Our clubs: must insure that their websites 


are attractive and up-to-date.” : 
Randy Hatfield, AG6RH, notes that Ham 
~ Radio had a much larger recruiting pool of 


Baby Boomers (born 1945-1964) with an _ 


average age of 53 compared with Genera- 
~ tion Y (born 1985-2004) who average’ 13 
years. There are about 25 million fewer of 
them, and their lifestyles are different, along 


with a higher cost of living. Randy says _ 


that if we recruited the same percentage of 
' Hams as we did in the post-war period, the 
total would still be much smaller. Another 
issue is that radio equipment can be quite 
pricey for some potential hams, something 
else for us to ponder. As he says, ““We have 
our job cut out for us!” 


if Establishing relationships 
Note that publicity hasn’t been men- 
tioned. Why not? True, it’s important to 
' promote our Ham‘Radio “brand,” but 
that usually doesn’t result in building a 
_hetwork of advocates. Far from being a 


_. one-shot effort, networking helps us build 


relationships. As we inform more and 
more individuals about Amateur Radio, 
we benefit from this multiplying effect 
as others spread the word for us. These 
relationships need to be encouraged and 
nurtured for the long term. So we need to 
keep in touch with our network through 
regular contacts and updates. Sending 
notices of public service events, Field Day, 
radio classes, and perhaps your club news- 
letter will assure that we will enjoy “share 
of mind,” as well as recognition. 
Ane-mail from Brent Stover, WD8PNZ, 


> ype to Amateur Radio 
of the “Elmer Corps.” 
those who are helping 


press Circle, Mentor, OH 44060 . 


reports that his Toledo, Ohio, club is highly 
visible during events such as charity runs 
and bike-a-thons with its communication 
truck and trailer. They work with the Red 
Cross and the Ohio Medical Corps, and 
certainly build-relationships as they par- 
ticipate in public service activities. Brent is 
actively involved in a legislative action pro- 
gram, which focuses on informing elected 
officials of Amateur Radio issues that need 
to be addressed. This is a specialized form 
of networking, but is vital to insure that 
government officials understand our radio 
service and protect it. 

The next step in our recruiting process is 


| making it easy for people interested in Ham 
Radio to contact an “Elmer” or mentor. 


We'll talk about forming an Elmer Corps 


Electrical 
Maximum Powe?......000++ 50 Watt 
Frequency Rangé........... 118-932 MHz 
IMPOAENCE......4ecssseetiisers Matched to the Portable 

: ; Specialized Tuning Available 


Mechanical 
Coating Material............ A. Dipped in Synthetic Rubber to Seal 


B. 1. PVC Covering 
2. Mil-Spec MPQ-2000, a Solvent 
and Acid Resistant Covering. 


Radiating Element.....:...+ A. Holical Wound Hardened Steel Wire, 
Copper Plated for Lower Resistance 
and Higher Velocity 


Wound Flexible Shaft Core-Plated 


*SMA’'s & etc. 
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THE SMILEY ANTENNA CO. 


THE HAND TUNED PERFORMANCE SYSTEM 
FEATURING PORTABLE RADIO SIMULATION TUNING 


and Webb Coil, Preventing Distortion _ 
is 


B. .125 dia High Carbon Steel, Bias = 


Available from 
136-174 MHz 


www.htantennas.com @ 1-800-527-5439 e FAX: 619-579-8598 


in a future column. 

Have you or your radio had success gen- 
erating interest in our hobby with certain 
, Soups? Young people are often considered 

“tough sells,” but there are ways of stimulat- 
ing their interest and curiosity. Let us know 
what works for other target groups and we'll 


_ Share them through this column. E-mail us at 
delogan@ameritech.net. In the meantime, 


please try to energize some of your fellow 
Amateurs by encouraging them to begin 
seeking candidates for your own promo-’ 
tional network. If not us, who? Good luck! 

— Devere “Dee” Logan, WIHEO, is a 


writer and public relations counselor who 


is accredited by the Public Relations Soci- 
ety of America and amember of its C eek 
of Fellows. &) 
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Become aQCWA  ~>e_ 
Evangelist/Funambulist ae 


erhaps it is because I was once a 
Piss: — before-my hair turned 

grey — or maybe because in a 
couple of days it will be one of my favor- 
ite holidays — the 4th of July — and it 
was on that date in 1859 that the Chicago 
Tribune newspaper carried the details 
of Charles “the blond” Blondin’s walk 
above Niagara Falls on a tightrope four 
days before — I have always thought 
his to be the single greatest act of public 
courage to be when he walked across the 
abyss, on a single three-inch hemp.cord 
that was 160 feet above the falls at one 
,end and 270 feet above the falls at the 


other. So let me tell you about Charles - 


Blondin (whose given name was Jean 
Francois Gravelet) and his many feats 
of funambulist courage, and-an example 
for all who would seek to recruit QCWA 
members against the odds. A “funambu-_ 
list” by the way, is an aerialist/tightrope 
walker, and QCWA members know all 
about “aerials,” do we not; so here’s a 
story about a man for whom aerials was 
his very life. 

Charles Blondin saw his first tightrope 
walker at the age of 5, and determined 
that was what he wanted to do with his_ 


Inside Amateur — 
Radio 

From the knowledgeable 
and insightful pen of none 
other than Lenore Jensen, 
WE6NAZ, comes this delightful 
collection of interviews with 
the people who make Amateur Radio 
the engaging hobby it is. 

A montage of short stories and anecdotes, 
everything from heartwarming tales and 
hilarious situations to courageous rescues, this 
book is an absolute must for any respectable 
Ham's library. You very likely will find a story 
about someone you know! Only $9, plus $3 s/h; 
CA residents add $0.70 sales tax. 
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Alan Pickering, KJ9N 


life. In that sense he was not that. dif- 
ferent from a lot of QCWA members 
whose enthusiasm for’: Amateur Radio 


began very early in life. Blondin came 


home from that show of aerialist skill 
and strung up a makeshift tightrope 
between two chairs in his back yard 
and started practicing. After only six 
months of training, Charles “the blond” 
made his professional debut as “The 


Little Wonder” of gymnastics — again, 


not unlike the beginning for many of us 


‘who entered the ranks of Amateur Radio 


after a stretch of home practice, some 
early in life, some later when time ane 
opportunity were combined. 

At the age of 9, Blondin’s parents were 
both killed, and he was left an orphan. 
Resourcefully, he joined a troupe of 
gymnastics performers and eventually, 
in 1851, they toured Niagara Falls. It 
was then, at the age of 27, that Blondin 
became obsessed with the idea of walk- 
ing over the gorge on a tightrope. And 
finally, on 30 June 1859, at the age of 


34, he accomplished that feat, while 


over 100,000 spectators watched him 
from the shores of the Niagara River. 
His tightrope was specially manufac- 
tured for this purpose, and was made 


from three-inch diameter Manila and > 


stretched 1,100 feet from end to end. 


Now THAT’s an aerial! ia 
That was just the beginning, inasmuch 
as Blondin made many more trips across 
the Gorge, each time thrilling even 
greater crowds with increasingly difficult 
acts enroute. He balanced a chair on the 


rope, and then stood up on the chair. 
He took pictures of the crowds while 


walking across. He cooked meals on a 


/ small, portable cooker — often a sausage 


omelet, the eggs broken and stirred while 
balanced in the middle of the trip — and | 
then lowered those meals to the passen- 


_ gers on the “Maid of the Mist” excursion 


boat below the falls underneath him. He 


+ crossed the falls blindfolded on his tight- 


rope. He did it while encased in a cloth 
sack. He crossed on stilts. He trundled 
a wheelbarrow in front of himself. And 
finally, in August of 1859 he carried his 
manager, Harry Colcord, on his back as 
he made the perilous trip across. And 
when the Prince of Wales visited, he 


carried the Prince’s assistant with him 


and engaged in various antics along the 
way, and offered to carry the Prince as 
well, but the monarch- roe declined 
the honor. | 

No one has ever exceeded these acts 
of bravery and funambulist balance or 
thrilled more people at a single time 
than did Jean Francois Gravelet, aka 


Morse Telegraph Club 
Landline Morse is alive and well! 


“Dots and Dashes” newsletter * The Ace Holman national 
telegraph office & hub « Internet Telegraphy ° Railroad 


Telegraphy + Morse Telegraph demonstrations 


Learn more about the history of the telegraph or simply enjoy using 
American Morse Code and authentic telegraph equipment. 


Info: www.morsetelegraphclub.org 
<http:/www.morsetelegraphclub.org/> 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Charles Blondin. His last appearance 
in the United States was at the age of 
- 64 and his final public demonstration of 


tightrope walking was at the age of 68 — 


in Belfast, Ireland. He was, and prob- 
ably will forever remain the “old man” 
of tightrope walking. 

I personally find the story of Charles 
Blondin not only inspiring, but also to be 
an incentive to the task of every QCWA 
member no matter where and when: 

1. He did more than give his funam- 
bulist interest just “a lick and a polish” 
right from the start. From an early age 
he persevered in what he wanted to 
accomplish, and did not let the adversity 
of being an orphan deter him from his 
goals. Everyone can take inspiration 


from that commitment as Blondin 


demonstrated it. He was an evangelist of 
the art of physical balance. He offered 
to carry others with him and did so on 
_many occasions. Can you imagine the 
degree of persuasion that required? 
Charles Blondin was not only a super 
showman, but a super salesman as well. 
He believed that anyone, yes anyone, 
male or female, could learn to do as 
he had done. It was all a simple matter 
of being “balanced” i in both work and 
in life. 

2. Charles Blondin never turned back 
after once starting across Niagara Falls 
on his tightrope. He always counseled 
those he took with him, thusly: “You will 
soon come to the point of wanting to turn 
around, when there is really no need to 
do so. Just trust me, and become a part 
of me, and you will be safe.” YES! 

“Just trust me and become a part of 


BE FAMOUS, 
MAKE MONEY. 


Well, one out of two ain't 
bad! Here's how to do 


that. Write an article for 
WorldRadio. 


If you find the subject 
to be of interest, 
so will others. 
Never written anything 
_ before? That's OK. 
Even Ernest Hemingway 
_ had to start somewhere. 


‘below us. Forward, only 


me.” Was there ever a 
better way to teach some- 
one else how to succeed 
in life and in our mutual 
hobby? I think not. The 
future is always forward, 
always ahead, and that 
is the only direction for 
us all. 

As we become: a part 
of that great company 
of those who have gone 
on ahead, we, too, will . 
find the safe and secure 
way across every abyss 


forward. 


3. All of those who knew Charles 


Blondin commented on his sparkling 
personality. Everyone who encountered 


* him found him to be charismatic, con- 


fident, and powerful in his bravery. He 
was a showman at heart and loved to turn 
ordinary events into dramatic occasions. 
He never let his success as an aerialist 
spoil his humility or show as exagger- 


ated ego. He was therefore honestly and — 


openly admired. He loved his work, even 
as his audiences loved him in turn. He 
was a natural recruiter for acts of public 
bravery and sought to always challenge 
the status quo. 

When I think of this great aerial- 
ist, with his blonde hair and confidant 


_ manner, I think of him as a role model 


for the QCWA. I think of Charles Blon- 
din as an evangelist for those. who dare 
to ask others to join them in talaing great 
risks and “becoming a part” of them. 
I think of all those in the QCWA who 
will recruit new members and by their 
personal example, advance the cause and 
practice of Amateur Radio. For we are 
the elite, the proud, and the many. We 
are the QCWA! 

Until next time, 73 to all, de Alan, 
KJON. . 

— Alan Pickering, KJ9N, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 31860 
Taylor Grade Rd., Duette, FL 33834; — 


e-mail kj9n@arrl.net. & 
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« 
The W9EHO Cry stal Manipulators 


volts Cutler, W9EHQ 


f you have an old crystal-controlled’ 


boat-anchor and the crystal is not 
quite on the desired operating fre- 
quency, this gadget is what you need. I 
have a bunch of old tube-style 6 Meter 


and 2 Meter AM anchors. Some are. 


crystal-controlled; some are VFO 
or crystal-controlled. These rigs get 
plenty of use because our local radio 
club (DuPage Amateur Radio Club, 
“DARC”’) sponsors a “VHF AM Enthu- 
siasts Net” every week. I enjoy using 
a different transmitter and receiver 
configuration each week. 


WAS © WAG © REC © BREE 4 
. a 


MURRBAY CUTEERR 
819 PRANKLIN SF. 
WESTMONT. IL 60559 


RUPAGE COUNTY 


- W9EHQ 


Fars s "Ray" 


J use a frequency counter to make sure 
my transmit frequency is right where 
it is supposed to be. The problem is, 
some of the crystals I use are not quite 
on frequency. Two. of the rigs (Heathkit 
Two’er and a Gonset Communicator IV 
for 6 Meters) have internal trimmer caps 


across the crystal socket to lower the | 


crystal frequency to the desired operat- 
ing frequency. Once this is done and the 
case is put back on the rig, it is difficult to 
make further adjustments, if necessary, 
without taking the case off again. 
When I ordered crystals for these 
rigs, I told them what kind of radio it 
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not come out right on the desired operat- 


_| ers, sockets and small trimmer caps.) I 

- created a couple of handsome-looking 
external crystal “tweakers.” 

One device had a trimmer capacitor 
across the FT-243 terminals to lower the 
crystal frequency, and the other device 
had a trimmer capacitor in‘series with 
one lead of the FT-243 holder to raise the 
crystal frequency. I used a 9~35 pfd trim- 
mer in series on one device and a 5~15 
pfd trimmer across the FT-243 terminals 


Cry 


holders. - | onthe other. These values were selected 
from my “junk box” of parts and can be 


was and the desired operating frequency 
etc. All the crystals ordered except the 
one for the Heathkit Two’er, were in F 
T-243 holders. 

Unfortunately, due to component 
aging or other factors affecting the crys- 
tal oscillator’s operation, the crystals did 


ing frequency. I did not want to mount 
internal crystal trimmers in each radio, 
because some crystals came out high and 
others came out low in frequency. vr . — 

My solution to this problem was the | Shows a trimmer cap in series ( 
“W9EHQ Crystal Manipulator.” Using | unit) and trimmer cap in parallel (left 
junk box parts, (FT-243 crystal hold- unit) with FT-243 holder pins. 
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Complete unit with crystal plugged 
into socket on “Crystal Manipulator.” 


changed to suit your needs. 

As an example, one crystal that was 
supposed to operate on 50.400 MHz, 
‘read 50.3965 on my frequency counter. 
Using the W9EHQ Crystal Manipulator 
(the one with a 9~35 pfd series cap.) I 
was able to vary the crystal frequency 


FT-243. 
Holder 


from 50.3980 to 50.4014 MHz. My 
Clegg 22’er Two Meter AM transceiver 
had an 8008 kHz crystal for an operat- 
ing frequency of .144.144 MHz. This 
crystal, however, measured 144.159 
MHz. Using the W9EHQ Crystal 


: Manipulator (the one with the 5~15 pfd 


trimmer in parallel) I was able to tweak 
the crystal right on frequency. 

- Construction: After taking apart the 
FT. 243 holder, the brass plates that held 
the crystal between them were trimmed 
so that only 4 thin strip was left attached 
to the pins of the crystal holder. I then 
trimmed the FT-243 holder with a “Moto 
Tool” so that a crystal socket could be 
mounted. The sockets used for the units 
pictured were actually one unit contain- 
ing two sockets, which I sawed in half. 
Another device I built used a single 
crystal socket. The sockets were secured 
to the FT-243 holder with epoxy. (Any 
five-minute curing epoxy works fine). I 
like to use “Q tips” with one of the ends 
cut off for mixing and applying small 
quantities of epoxy. The cotton tips can 
be used to wipe up any excess epoxy on 
the unit. After the epoxy cures, wire the 
units as shown in the-schematics. © 
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Holder 


« ATAL 
Socket 


Trimmer Cap 
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Schematics. 
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ARIZONA 


Cochise ARA (CARA). Meets 1st Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., club facility on Moson 
Rd., Sierra Vista, AZ. K7RDG/R 146.76(-) 


rptr.PL162.2 4/09 


Green Valley Amateur Radio Club. 
Meets 7:00 p.m., 2nd Wed. of the mo. @ 
SAV Building. Nets daily on 40M. Weekly 
on 2M, & 20M in the summer. Come join us 
for breakfast every Wed. 7:00 a.m. Contact 
Gene W@KAD, 214.N. Crocodile Rock Dr., 
Green Valley, AZ 85614 or 520/207- 4706 
or theschou@cox.net. 412/08 


Old Pueblo Radio Club, (W7GV). PRO. 
Box 42601, Tucson, AZ 85733. Meets 2nd 
Wed./monthly, 7:15 p.m., Tucson Med. Ctr., 
Grant & Beverly St. in the AZ Bldg. Info: 
Ron, N7SPW, 520/889-2998. 


CALIFORNIA 


Amador County ARC., PO. Box 1094, 
Pine Grove, CA 95665. Meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Jackson Sr. Ctr, 229 
NY Ranch Rd., Jackson, CA 95642. Info. 
146.835 10/08 


ARC of Anderson, (ARCA). P.O. Box 
1334, Anderson, CA 96007. Meets 2nd 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30. p.m., 3644 Avtech 
Pkwy, Redding, CA 96002. Net Tues., 
7:30 p.m. on 146.640(-) pl 88.5. www.gsl. 
net/arca. Testing every 2nd Sat., of even 
months, info: 530/244-6456. 4/09 


Catalina Amateur Rptr., Assn. RO. Box 
425, Garden Grove, CA 92842. Meets 2nd 
Sat. (even months) 8:00 a.m. Hometown 
Buffet, corner of Knott & Lincoln Ave., 
Buena Park, CA. Rptrs: AA6DP 147.09(+), 
224,.42(-) PL 110.9 on Catalina |sland; www. 
cara.nu 12/08 


Contra Costa Communications Club, 
Inc., WD6GEZC/R. P.O. Box 20661, El So- 
brante, CA 94820-0661. Meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly (except May & Dec.), 8:00 a.m., 
Denny’s; El Cerrito, CA. 145.110, 224.300, 
444 275w/ PL 82.5 Info: Victoria Thompson, 
KE6FSU, 510/724-4966. 9/09 


Downey ARC, Inc., W6TOI. Meets 1st 
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. at the First 
Baptist Church, 8348 E. 3rd St., Downey, 
CA 90240. Info. kK6tv@arrl.net. Nets: Tues. 
7 p.m., 445.604(-) ‘p! 156.7 & Thurs., 
7:30 p.m., 145.595 simplex, www.downe- 
yarc.org 9/09 


East Bay ARC, Inc. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Salvtn Army, 4600 Appi- 
an Wy, El Sobrante, CA. Info: 5} 0/233-7509, 
w6cus1@juno.com. 7/09 


El Dorado County ARC meets 4th 
Thur./monthly, 7:15 p.m. at the Federated 
Church, Thompson Way, Placerville, CA. 
Net 8 p.m. Tues. 147.825- PL 82.5 Hz. RO. 
Box 451, Placerville, CA 95667; http://www. 
edcarc.net 2/09 


' . Fresno ARC meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 
7 p.m. Cedar Lanes Bowling Alley, Ce- 
dar and Shields in Fresno. Net Sunday 
7:00 p.m..on W6TO/R 146.94(-) pl 141.3 
Hz. Tech net Wed 7:00 p.m. on W6TO/R; 
www.w6to.com; w6to@arrl.net or call Ken, 
559/323-6753. 2/09 


Golden Triangle ARC., P.O. Box 1335, 
Wildomar, CA 92595. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Rancho Cal. Board- 
room, 42135 Winchester Rd., Temecula, 
CA. Rpitr: 146.805 (-) PL 100. Info: Alan 
Cook, KG6TGF, 951/699-1556. E-mail: 
groupone@verizon.net, web: www.gtarc. 
net 2/09 


Sa A Nata Nis SNe oe 

Independent Radio Club, WA6IRC 
meets 7 p.m., last Friday of the month, 
Lamplighter Restaurant, 5043 Van Nuys 
Blvd., Van Nuys, CA. We are a family- 
oriented radio club whose members are 
interested in all aspects of Amateur Radio. 
Check ‘out our weekly nets Tues. 6 p.m. 
& Thur. 8 p.m. on 445.340 (-) PL 103.5 
& 224.480 (-)PL 110.9. More info, www. 
ircradio.org or 3624 Foothill Blvd., #1, La 
Crescenta, CA 91214. 12/08 


4/09 


Inland Empire ARC, P.O. Box 1433, 
Ontario, CA 91762 meets first Sat. monthly 
inthe conference room at the Pomona First 
Federal Bank, 333 N. Euclid Ave., Ontario, 
CA 91761. Contact Chuck Sweeten AI6l, 
909/623-2933; ai6i@ca.rr.com for informa- 
tion. Talk-in 145.460 PL 77.0 4/09 


Marin ARC. Box 6423, San Rafael, CA 
94903. Meets 1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., 
also every Sun., 8-41 a.m., Alto Club- 
house, 27 Shell Rd., Mill Valley, CA. Web: 
w6sg.net 12/08 


Mount Diablo ARC., P.O. Box 23222, 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523. Meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Our Savior’s Lu- 
theran Church, 1035 Carol'Ln, Lafayette, 
CA. Net Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 147.06(4+) PL 
100Hz. License exams monthly, info: 
925/288-1730. 12/08 


Nevada County ARC meets 2nd Mon./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., Salvation Army Bldg., 
10725 Alta St., Grass Valley, CA. Net Tues. 


p.m. 147. 015, www.ncarc.org. For info. 


e-mail president@ncarc. org 12/08 


North Hills Radio Club meets 3rd Tue 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., North County Corpora- 
tion Yard, Elkhorn Blvd & Don Julio Blvd. 
in Sacramento. Field Day, annual picnic, 
code classes, antenna builds & more! 
Contact Maynard Wright, W6PAP; P.O. 
Box 417370, Sacramento, CA 95841-7370; 
916/726-1673; k6is@arrl.net; www.k6is. 
org. 7/09 


Oakland Radio Communication As- 
sociation (ORCA) meets first Saturday of 
each month (no meeting July — weekend 
after Labor Day Sept.) at Oakland Fire Sta- 
tion #1 OES Media Room (17th and MLk) 
weekly net Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. 146.880 
+ 77. Talk-in on same frequency. www. 
wwé6or.com, P.O. Box 21305, Oakiand, CA 
94620-1305, email wb6ner@arrl.net. 9/08 


Orange County ARC meets 3rd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Orange County Red 
Cross, 601 N. Golden Cir., Santa Ana, CA: 
Talk-in 146.550 (S). Contact Ken Konechy, 
W6HHC, 714/744-0217; www.w6ze.org 

6/09 


PAARA, Palo Alto ARA meets first Fri. 
at 7:00 p.m. monthly, Menlo Park Rec. 
Ctr., 700 Alma St., Menlo Park. Radio net 
Mon. 8:30 p.m. 145.230 rptr., PL tone off. 
www.paara.org. Radio prize raffle, guests 
welcome. An active Amateur Radio club 
since 1937. 03/09 


Redwood Empire DX Assoc. meets 
2nd Wed/monthly. Social hour at 1800 & 
dinner meeting at 1900, Mister McGoo’s 


‘Restaurant, 1375 Petaluma Blvd., N, 


Petaluma, CA. Contact Fred Leoni, N6YEU; 
707/431-8202. 3/09 


Rio. Hondo ARC, P.O. Box 1781, Whit- 
tier, CA 90609, meets 2nd Mon/monthly, 
7:00 p.m., Parnell Community Center, 


15390 Lambert Rd. @ Scott Ave., Whittier. . 


Net Wed., 8:00 p.m., 146.175 (4) PL100. 
Contact Vi Barrett, W6CBA, 562/947-1356; 
w6cba@juno.com 5/09 


River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., N, County Corp. Yard 
Facility, 5020 Don Julio at Elkhorn, Sacra- 
mento, CA. Message Phone: 916/492-6115; 
www.n6na.org 12/08 


Sacramento ARC meets 2nd Wed./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m.. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd 


St. & Stockton Blvd., Sacramento, CA. 


Info net, noon on rptr. W6AK/R 146.91 (-). 
T. Preston, KQ6EO, 916/722-9358 or L. 
Ballinger, WA6EQQ, 916/ 393-4775; www. 
w6ak.org 2/09 


Sequoia Amateur Radio Group meets 
the second Saturday each month (except 
Dec) 9:30 a.m., Kern River Valley Youth 
Center, 3640 Golden Spur, Lake Isa- 
bella, CA. VE exams follow at 11 a.m.,each 
month. For more information contact Mike, 
KA6IYS, 760/378-1028, www.sarg-krv.org 
or sarg-krv@mchsi.com. 5/09. 


«Visit Your Local RADIO CLUB | 


Sierra Foothills ARC. P.O. Box 1005, 
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library (Beech- 
er Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs. nets 
7:30 p.m: 145.430(-) PL 162.2. Info: /R. 
Kuepper, rkuepper@sbcglobal.net, 2/09 


Sonoma CRA, Inc. W6LFJ, P.O. Box 
116, Santa Rosa, CA. 95402; 707/579-9608. 
Meets 1st Wed./ monthly, 7:00 p.m., 2050 
Yulupa Ave., Santa Rosa. Net each Tues. 
7 p.m., W6SON. Rptr. 147.315 MHz (+) PL 
88.5 www.sonomacountyradioamateurs. 
com 9/08 


South Bay Amateur Radio Association. 
Fremont, Newark, Union. City — SBARA 
meetings, 2nd Fri/monthly 1930 hours, 
local, Hurricane Electric, 760 Mission Ct., 
Fremont. Visit www.sbara.org. 5/09 


South Bay Amateur Radio Club. P.O. 


‘Box 536, Torrance, CA 90508.. Meets 3rd 


Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p:m., Torrance Memo- 
rial Hosp., 3330 Lomita Blvd., Torrance, 


CA. Talk-in on W6SBA rpt. 224.38(-): Info: - 


310/328-0817; www.w6sba.org 12/08 


Southern Sierra ARS meets 2nd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., except Jul., 600 Dennison 
Rd., Tehachapi, CA 93561 (The club house 
at Mountain Aire Estates). Info: KD6KMN, 
661/822-5995. www.ssars.net,. 147.06(4), 
224.42(-) PL 156.7. APRS 144.390(S) 
connect to W6PVG-3. ARES ‘nets 7 p.m. 
147.51(S) Mon. 1/09 


” “Stanislaus ARA, Inc. (SARA). PO. Box 


4601, Modesto, CA 95352; Meets 3rd 
Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Modesto Police 


' N/E area Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd., 


Modesto, CA. Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m. 
145.390(-) PL136.5. www.saraclub.net 
5/09 


Tri-County ARA (TCARA). Meets 
7:30 p.m. 2nd Wed monthly, Administra- 
tion Building, Brackett Field, La Verne, 
CA, in the Pilot’s Lounge. Different guest 
speaker every month. Anyone may attend, 
Ham & non-Ham welcome! Club net Sun., 
7:00 p.m., Mt Baldy Rpt. 145.440 MHz-600 
PL 136.5; web site: www.tcara.org, e-mail: 
k6agf@arrl.net 12/08 


United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA. Club 
station open to members and guests in the 
Los Angeles Maritime Museum (LAMM), 
Berth 84, Foot of 6th Street, San Pedro, CA 
90731. Meetings held 3rd Fri. monthly (ex- 
cept Aug & Dec), 1900 local in the LAMM. 
All are welcome. Monitors 145.52 simplex 
Tue-Sat 1000-1630 & Sun 1200-1630. 

7/09 


Victor Valley ARC. P.O. Box 869, Victor- 
ville, CA 92392. Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 
7 p.m., Lewis Ctr, 17500 Mana Rd., Apple 
Valley, CA. Talk-in 146.94), PL 91.5. Net 
Sun. 7 p.m. 146.94(-), www. victorvalleyarc. 
com 12/08 


West Coast ARC, (WCARC). PO. Box 
2617, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, testing 6 p.m. meeting 


‘7 p.m., Rogers Senior Center, 1706/1718 


Orange Ave., Huntington Beach, CA. Info: 
Russ, N6QZV, 714/848-4501. . 8/09 


Westside ARC — Los Angeles. P.O. Box 
642072, Los Angeles, CA 90064. Meets 4th 
Tue/monthly, 7:30 p.m., Red Cross Bldg., 
11355 Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA (VA Ctr. 
grounds). Net Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 147.195+, 
PL100, web: www.wa6rc.org 3/09 


Willits Amateur Radio Society, (WARS). 
P.O. Box 73, Willits, CA 95490. Meets 4th 
Mon. 7 p.m., Brooktrails Fire House, Birch 
St. near Brooktrails Dr. http://www.k6mhe. 
com/wars. Talk-in: 145.130, PL 103.5. 


Yuba-Sutter ARC has a breakfast/Board 
meeting monthly. Listen to our net on 
146.085 Mon. nights for info or call Herb 


Puckett, 530/674-3648 or Clara Ansley,. 


KC6JPP, 530/742-2674. 3/09 


Wed, 7:30 


4/09 


COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club (BARC) 
Meets 3rd Tues. monthly, 7 p.m., Bld J, 
Boulder Municipal Airport or Valmont Com- 


"munity Presbyterian Church, 3262 N. 61st 


St., Boulder, CO. Talk-in: 146.70(-) Info: 
BARC7@@arrl. net or www. gsl. deere 
11/08 


‘Denver Radio Club (DRC) meets 3rd 
p.m., St Joseph Episcopal 
Church, 11202 W. Jewell, Lakewood, CO. 
Learning/Tech sessions 6:30 p.m. Oldest 
club in Colorado (1917). Net Sun 8:30 
p.m. 145.490 rptr. wOtx@arrl.net; wOtx. sg 

2/09 


FLORIDA 


Englewood ARS. P.O. Box 572 Engle- 
wood, FL34295. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly - 
7:30 p.m. Englewood United Methodist 
Church, 700 E. Dearborn St., Englewood, 
FL, Rm: Fellowship Hall. Info. Vic Em- 
melkamp, K4VHX, 941/473-5560 or www. — 
earsradioclub, org. , 11/08 


Gulf Coast ARC. PO. Box 595, New 
Port Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., 6909 Tierra Verde St., 
Port Richey, FL. Rptrs. 146.67(-), 145.33), 
444.650, serving all of Pasco County. VE. 
testing 6:30 p.m. 1st Wed/monthly. See 
website for more info. www. gulfcoastarc. 
org 5/09 


Port St. Lucie ARA. P.O. Box 7461, 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 4th Wed./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church, 295 Prima Vista Blvd. Info: R. Cox, 
772/340-4319; kt4pa@comcast.net; www. 
gsi.net/pslara. 4/09. 


GEORGIA 


North Fulton Amateur Radio League 
meets at Alpharetta Fire Station #1, 2970 
Webb Bridge Rd., Alpharetta, GA 3rd 'Tues., 
7:30 p.m.; 145. 470(- ) PL100, 147. 060(+) 
PL100; 404/434- 4499; www. nfarl. org; info@. 
nfarl.or ‘ 5/09 


Honolulu ARC meeting 0900 for break- 
fast in Jan,’ Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov 
at the Sizzler Restaurant at Pearl Ridge. 
Contact John K1ER, 808/484-9748. 1/09 


Big Bend Amateur Radio Club (BBARC), 
KC9LMF, meets 3rd Thur monthly, 1006 
Wabash, Carthage, IL 62321. Annual , 
Hamfest 2nd Sat. in December. N9BLD@ 
myway.com 4 4/09 


Bolingbrook ARS meets 3rd Mon., 
monthly, 7:00 p.m. at Bolingbrook Fire 
Station Number 5 on Rodeo Dr. Talk-in is. , 
usually 147.33 MHz +0.600. ARRL affiliated 
club number: 1271. Club web pagé is www. 
k9bar.org. ‘10/08 


Chicago FM Club Inc., (CFMC). 
Meets 3rd Wed./monthly, 8 p.m. P.O. Box ' 
47648, Chicago, IL 60647; 146.76(-) PL 
107.2/224.10/224.18/443.75 PL 114.8(2A). 
Ham help line: 773/262-6773. Info net 
Tués., 9 p.m. on 146.76(-). 2/09 | 


DuPage ARC, (DARC). P.O. Box 71, 
Clarendon Hills, 1L 60514. Meets 4th Mon., 
7:30 p.m. (no meeting July & Dec.), Holy 


_ Nativity Church, 275 S. Richmond Ave., 


Clarendon Hills (NE corner 55th St. & 
Richmond Ave.) Net Sun. 9 p.m., 145.43. 


“W9DUP rptrs: 145.43(-) 107.2PL, 442.55(+), 


114.8PL, 224.68(-); 110.9PL; www.w9dup. 
org . 4/09 


Fox River Radio League, www.frrt.org. 
Open: meeting 2nd Tue./7:30 p.m. Prisco 
Center, 150 W. Illinois Ave., Aurora, IL 
60506-3158; 147.21 MHz (+600 kHz, 103.5 
Hz), 444.30 MHz (+5 MHz, 114.8 -Hz, IRLP), 
2M net Tue. 7:30 p.m., except 2nd Tue. P.O. 
Box 673, Batavia, IL 60510-0673. 11/08 


McHenry County Wireless Association 
(MCWA). Open to all interested in Ama- 
teur Radio. Meets 1st Tuesday monthly, 
7:30 p.m., Nunda Township Office, Bay 
Road between Crystal Lake & McHenry, 
IL. Talk-in 145.41 PL 107.2. VE testing 
in Woodstock by calling first — Steve, 
847/516-1292, 3rd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. every 
other month — see web site, www.mcwa. , 
org 6/09 


36 WorldRadio, September 2008 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


Peoria Area ARC, (PAARC). P.O. Box 
: 3508, Peoria, IL 61612. Meets 2nd, Fri./ 


monthly, 7 p.m. at Red Cross Chapter , 


House, 311 W. John Gwynn Jr. Ave., Peoria, 
{ Superfest each Sept.. Rptrs: 147. 075(+) 
& 146.85(-). Web: www.w9uvi.org; e-mail: 
w9uvi@arrl. het. Voice mail: 309/692-3378. 

2 12/08 


Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251, 
Schaumburg, IL 60168-0251. Meets 3rd 
Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Schaumburg Com- 
munity Recreation Center, located at 505.N. 
Springinsguth Rd., intersection of Bode & 
Springinsguth roads. Usually a presenta- 
tion follows our normal club meeting. See 
. website for more details http://www.n9rjv. 
org, David Dietrich, 847/798-5248; sarc. 
membership@yahoo.com. 2/09 


Wheaton Community Radio Amateurs 
meets 1st Fri/monthly, 7:30 p:m. at the First 
Presbyterian Church (Jefferson and Ellis 
streets) in Wheaton. All are welcome. See 
our website at www.w9ccu.org for all club 
info or call 630/604-0157. Annual Hamfest 
each January. Rptrs: 145.390 (-) 107.2," 
444.475 (+) 114.8. 9/08 


Northern Kentucky Amateur Radio 
Club (NKARC). We meet the needs of 
Amateurs in the Tri-State area of Kentucky, 
Ohio, and Indiana. Our clubs meets on 
the second Monday of every month at the 
Turkeyfoot Middle School in Edgewood, 
KY at 7:30 p.m. We also offer Ham Radio 
exams at 6:00 at the same location and on 
the same day of the meetings. We have 
weekly ‘Net meetings on Tuesday at 7:30 
on the 147.255(+/123.0) repeater and are 
Echolink enabled (node #323896). Please 
check out our web site for more informa- 
tion. Contact Robert Kluck, N4lJS, n4ijs@ 
insightbb.com; www.k4co.org. 9/08 


LOUISIANA 


Baton Rouge ARC meets last Tue./ 
monthly, 7 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church, 8833 Goodwood Blvd., Baton 


Rouge, LA. Net: 146.79MHz, 8:30. p.m. | 


Sun. www. brarc.org e- -mail: brarc@cox.net 


7/09. 


Delta DX Association ARC meets on our 
repeater every Tuesday night at 8:00 p.m. 
local time. At 147.360 (+), sub-audible tone 
114.8 in & out. Contact John Uhl, W5ZE, 
504/347-0272 for info. Or at w5ze@cox. 
net. And on our club web site www. deltadx. 
net. 3/09 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club of Slidell 
meets the first and third Thursdays of 
each month. 7:30 p.m. at the Emergency 
Communications Building at 4th and 
Cousin Streets in Slidell. Everyone Wel- 
come. Net: 147.27 pl 114.8 every Friday at 
7:30 p.m. Club website: www.w5sla.net, 
email: w5py@arrl.net. 5/09 


Saint Croix Valley ARC meets at the 
Calais Methodist Home, 10 Sunrise Circle, 
Calais, ME, 04619, third Sunday of each 
month, 6:30 p.m.. Contact Mike Breckin- 
ridge N1JXP, 207/454-8571. 9/09 


MARYLAND 


Maryland Mobileers, ARC, (MMARC). 
P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD 21144. Meets 
1st Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Henry L. Hein 
Public Safety Bldg., 7480 Baltimore’ An- 
napolis Blvd., Glen Burnie, MD 21061. Info 
net Mon. 8:30 p.m.146.805(-), tone 107.2 
Hz http:// www.mobileers.or 12/08 


Boston ARC meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m. 
(except July/Aug) at Newton Police Hats., 
1321 Washington St., Newton. Talk-in: 
145.23MHz (-) PL 88.5, www.barc.org, 
email: w1bos@arri.net. 12/08 


Framingham Amateur Radio Associa- ° 


tion meets 1st Thurs., 7:30 p.m., Sept-June 
in the basement of the Danforth Museum, 
Framingham, MA. Contact Gordy K1GB, 
781/891-5572; ki gb@arrl.net. 01/09 


MICHIGAN 


Genesee County Radio Club, Inc. Meets 
3rd Tuesday of the month during school 


year. 7:30.p.m. Davison High School, 1250 


N. Oak Rd., Davison, MI 48423; www.qsl. 
net/w8acw/, eal k8lig@comcast.net. 
“10/08 


Hiawatha ARA of Marquette Co. RO. 
Box 1183, Marquette, MI 49855. Meets 
1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m. Marquette 
County Health Department, R. Schwenke, 
N8GBA, 906/249-3837; www.qsi.net/ 
k8lod 12/08 


L’Anse Creuse ARC meets Sept.-June. 
ARRL Special Service Club. Meeting 
place: L’Anse Creuse High School, on 
Reimold, just off Crocker Blvd. Field Day; 
club repeater; annual Fox Hunt. Con- 
tact L.C.A.R.C. Box 180072, Utica, MI 
48318-0122; n8lc.org. 4/09 


Ogemaw-Arenac ARS (K8OAR) meets 


- 1st Wed/monthly, 7 p.m., Mills Twp 


_ Hall, 2441 Greenwood Rd., Skidway Lk, 


_ net; http;//www.cmsara.org 


Prescott, MI. VE exams 3rd Wed/monthly, 
7 p.m. Mon 2M net 9 p.m. 146.940, www. 
k8o0ar.com - 2/09 


MINNESOTA 


Saint Paul Radio Club meets first 1st 
Friday. each month, .7:30 p.m. at the Uni- 
versity of St Thomas, Murrary-Herrick Stu- 


dent Center, St. Paul, MN. Talk-in 145.31. 


Monthly VE exams. Nets Wed 145.31 @ 
7:30 p.m. & 28.310 @ 8:00 p.m.; www. 
stpaulradioclub.org for more info.. 01/09 


St. Cloud ARC meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 
7 p.m., Radio Club Blidg., 401 4th St. N., 
Waite Park, MN 56387. Info: 320/255-1410, 
146.94 or 14: 015 or www.w@sv.org/. 

4/09 


Central Mississippi Amateur Radio 
Association meets 2nd Tue monthly, 
7:00.p.m. at the Rankin County EOC Bldg, 
Marquette Rd, Brandon, MS. VE testing 


available after each meeting. Contact Rick 


Nichols, P.O.. Box .1876, Florence, MS 
39073; 601/845-5592; k5fv@windstream. 
01/09 


NEVADA 


Las Vegas Radio Amateur Club (LVRAC) 
meets 3rd Tuesday monthly, 7 p.m., Salva- 
tion Army building, 2900 Palomino Lane, 
Las Vegas, NV. Talk-in 146.94 (K7 UGE 
Repeater) PL 100, Offset - 600 Hz; Attp:// 
www.|/vrac.org 6/09 


Sierra Intermountain ERA, (SIERA) 
meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Carson 
Valley United Methodist Church, 1375 
Centerville Lane, Gardnerville, NV. Info: G. 
Uebele, WW7E, 775/265-4278; ww7e@arrl. 
net, Rpt. 147.330 MHz. 1/09. 


NEW JERSEY 


Bergen ARA (BARA), K2ZO, 286 Ridge- 
wood Blvd. N., Twp. of Washington, NJ 


American Red Cross, 74 Godwin Ave., 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450. Nets: 28.350 MHz., 
Mon. 9 p.m., 146.79(-) Wed 9 p.m. Tech Net 


- Thurs 9 Se m. 146.79(-); www.bara.org. 


01/09 


The Garden State ARA, (GSARA). Meets 
1st Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., Fort Monmouth 
MARS Station, Eatontown, Nu. Info: B. 
Buus, W2OD, 732/946-8615. 7/09 


Gloucester County ARC meets 
7:30 p.m. 1st Wed./monthly, Pfeiffer 
Community Center, Blue Bell Rd. & Main 
St., Williamstown, NJ 08094. Contact 
David MacDonald, WB3JOY, P.O. Box 
370, Pitman, NJ 08071; 856/358-2952, 
dmacdonald1@comcast.net; http://users. 
tellurian.com/Freddie/w2mmd/ 10/08 


North America DX Assoc., Inc. (NA- 
DXA). P.O. Box 357 Bradley Beach, NJ 
07720. Jersey Coast Chap. 1 meets 4th 
Mon./monthly, 7:00 p.m. Contact: Mike, 
KG2Q,, 732/927-0171; kc2q@arrl.net; na- 
dxa@juno.com; wr2dx@yahoo.com. 8/09 


- 145.290(-) rptr. 


~Hose Co., 


07676. Meets 1st. Sun/monthly, 7:30 p.m. 


South Jersey Radio Assoc., (SJRA), 
K2AA, meets Jan.-Oct., 4th Wed./monthly, 
7:00 p.m. (Nov.-Dec., 3rd Wed), The Gib- 
son House, Main St., Marlton, NJ. Talk-in: 
02/09 


NEW YORK 


Amateur Radio Assoc. of the Tonawan- 
das, (ARATS). P.O. Box 430, No. Tonawan- 
da, NY 14120.-Meets 3rd Tue./monthly 
(except Jul! & Aug.), 7:30 p.m., Sweeney 
499 Zimmerman St., No. 
Tonawanda, NY. Talk-in: 146.955(-) PL 
151.4 rptr. W2SEX, http://w2sex.org 4/09 


Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM). P.O. 
Box 572, Batavia, NY 14021-0572. Meets 
3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:00 p.m. (except Jul, 
Aug, Dec), Salvation Army Community Cen- 
ter, Corner N. Spruce & E. Main St., Batavia, 
NY, 14020. 2M net Tue/7:30 p.m. W2RCX 
147.285 (+) MHz (PL 141.3); EchoLink node: 
307340. gram_radio_club@yahoo.com; 
www.geocities.com/gram_radio_club/ 
index 07/09 


Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box 150131, 
Kew Gardens, NY 11415. Meets 2nd Tue./ 
monthly, Hall of Science Bldg., 47-01 111 
St., Flushing Meadow Park, 8:00 p.m. Rptr. 
444.200 PL 136.5. Info: Voice mail 718/ 
760-2022; www.hosarc.org 10/08 


Yonkers ARC, (YARC) meets 2nd Sun./ 
monthly, 10 a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers Police 
Station, E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, NY. 
Info: P.O. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yonkers, 
NY 10710. 914/237-5589. 146.865(-), 
440.150(+). 3/09 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Azalea Coast ARC Wilmington, NC 
meets 3rd Thur/monthly, Winter Park Bap- 
tist Church on Park Ave. Mon. ragchew 
8:00 p.m. 147.180(open). ARRL Affiliate. 
VE Test Sessions, 2nd Sat. even mos @ 
Winter Park Baptist Church. See. Web 
Page @ www.ac4rc.org. Info: Ed, W4EBR, 
910/686-5206. 4/09 


Cape Fear Amateur Radio Soci- 
ety (CFARS) meets 3rd Mon/monthly 
' 7:30 p.m., Methodist University, 401 N, 


} Fayetteville, NC..VE test sessions 15 Mar, 


14 Jun, 9 Aug, 11 Oct, 9 a.m. at Methodist 
University. K4MN repeaters 146.31/91, 


449.40/444.40, W4EBM 52.81/53.81,,. 


WA4EFLR Fort Bragg 147.93/147.33, ARRL 
Special Service Club; P.O Box 36106, 
Fayetteville, NC 28303. 3/09 


Orange County Radio Amateurs meets 
monthly 2nd Mon. at 7:30 p.m. at Sunrise 
Church, 1315 New Hope Trace, Chapel 
Hill, and weekly Sat. at Hillsborough Bo- 
jangles, 330 S. Churton St.; abt 9:30 a.m. 
W4UNC/R on 442.150 (131. 8). Contact 
Woody Woodward, K3VSA, 4008 New Sha- 
ron Church Rd., Hillsborough, NC 27278; 
919/732-9895; www.ncocra.org 8/09 


Stanly County ARC Albemarle. Meets 
4th Thurs./monthly 7 p.m., Stanly Com- 
munity College. Talk-in 146.985 (-) tone 
100 Hz. Nets: Wed. @ 9 p.m. Club/ARES 
Net on 146.985. Fri., @ 9 p.m. Tech Net. 
147.390 (+) Tone 100 Hz. Contact: Bill 
Greene, K4VET, 704/463-1202. 8/09 


Ashtabula County ARC. K. Stenback, 
W8KS, 440/964-7316. Meets 3rd Tue./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., County Vo-Ed School, 
Jefferson, OH. County rptr., 146.715(-). 

7/09 


Umpqua Valley ARC, Inc. P.O. Box 925, 
Roseburg, OR 97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:00 p.m., Douglas County Court 
House, #310, Roseburg, OR. Info: K7AZW 
541/784-3621 or 146.90(-) (PL100), Attp:// 
aa7gc.net/uvarc/index.html 12/08 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion is one of the oldest Ham clubs in the 
U.S. Our mailing address is W3SGu, P.O. 
Box 424 South Heights, PA 15081..Our 


_club nets meet every Wednesday. Night! 
Our 2 Meter net meets on 145.31 MHz © 


100Hz PL at 8:30p.m. and the 10 meter 
net 28.370 QSY +/— 10 at 9:00 p.m. The 
Rip Vanwinkle Net meets on 2 meters at 
7:00 a.m. daily. Club meetings are held at 
the Beaver County Emergency Operations 
Center located at 250 East End Avenue, 
Beaver, PA. Club meetings are held the 
second Thursday of every month. All are 
welcome! Feel free to visit our website at 
WWwW.WSsgj.org 9/08 


RF Hill ARC meets 7:30 p.m. last Thurs/ 
monthly, Perkasie Fire Company, 5th St., 
Perkasie, PA. Info: Jim Soete, WA3YLQ, 
215/723-7294; wa3ylq@hotmail.com; www. 
rfhill amprorg 12/08 


Washington Amateur Communica- 
tions Radio Club (WACOM) meets at 
the Washington Co. Bldg., 100 Beau St., 
Washington, PA 15301 1st Thur/monthly, 
7:30 p.m. Contact Ed Oelschlager, N3ZNI, 
724/986-9271. 145.490. www.wacomare. 
or 1108 


Albemarle Amateur Radio Club (AARC) 
meets 2nd Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Na- 
tional Radio Astronomy Observatory, 520 
Edgemont Rd., Charlottesville, VA. Club 
repeaters: 146.760, 146.925, 444.250, 
224.760 (PL 151.4). Weekly nets 146.760: 
info. net Mon., 7:00 p.m.; emergency net 
Thurs., 8:00 p.m. Quarterly testing ses- 
sions — contact ww4gw@arrl.net. Info: Jay, 
K4AZV, 434/263-5795; website: albemarl- 
eradio.org 12/08 


Mt. Vernon ARC, K4US (MVARC). Meets 
2nd Thurs./monthly (except Jul. & Dec.), 
7:30 p.m., INOVA Mt. Vernon Hospital, 
2501 Parkers Ln., Alexandria, VA. Contact: 
Bob, KTAKS, 703/765- 2313 or 146.655-. 

10/09 


Virginia Beach ARC meets 1st Thurs./ 
monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. Andrews Methodist . 
Church, Tucson Rd. & Princess Anne Rd., 
Info: Bob Zabot K4NTO, 757/895-4489, or 
www.w4ug.com 02/09 


Tri-State ARA meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 
7p.m., Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 
Florence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701: 
304/525-8890. Te 9/08 


For information on how to 
get your club listed in 


“Visit Your 
Local 
Radio Club,” 


plus receive many 
other benefits, 


write to: 
Club Liaison, 


WorldRadio 


2120 28th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
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YLs Are Making Themselves Heard 


Mary Moore, WX4MM, Field Day 
2008. Mary and her mom and dad, 
Evelyn, KJ4EXB, and Don, K4DHH. | 


his column is dedicated to the 

: YLs making contacts on the 

air no matter how or why. Yes, 

YLs have been more active on the air 

whether for Field Day, a new net or just 

to take up a challenge. Listen carefully 

and you might hear the latest YL opera- 
tor on the air. 


New Meaning to 
“Ladder Line!” 


Arnold Solomon, KC4ZUA sent in 
this report of YL to YL contact via, you 
guessed it, an actual ladder! 

“History was made on Sunday 
25 May when Sylvia Richardson, 


KG4OEG, made the first known YL’ 


to YL contact via a ladder. The recipi- 
ent of the 20-meter QSO was. Kortnee 
Feriante, KF6Y, who was operating 
W9IMS as a participant in the “Chick 
Factor Night” festivities at the India- 
napolis Motor Speedway. 

“The historic contact was made 
during the Second Annual Strange 


Antenna Challenge and picnic in 


Atlanta, Georgia. This major step for 
“YLdom” was witnessed by Laurel 
Rummel, wife of Billy, KI4KGK. Upon 
making contact, Laurel was so moved 
that the only question she could ask 
was how Danica Patrick was doing in 
the race!” 


Field Day 2008 
A number of YLs sent in Field Day 
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Wages Muhr, NOWBV 


reports this year. Hats off to you all. — 


First from District 3, Jacqueline Gos- 
selin, N3ZEL, writes: “We just got 
through Field Day, and it was a stormy 
one! We set up the Washington Amateur 
Communications (WACOM) event at 
the Washington Sportsmen’s Associa- 
tion again this year. It’s on one of the 
highest hills in the area, and that group 
has been more than generous to us in 
allowing us use of their facilities. High 


winds and violent thunderstorms rolled © 


over us causing us to shut down at least 
three times. However we were dry and 
unscathed, and grateful for it.” 

From District 4, Carol Laferty, 
K4SAF, sends us this report. “Many 
YLs participated in Field Day this 
June. Rosemarie Shiver, KI4TIE, and 
her OM Norm, KD4GMK, helped 
out the Highlands County ARC of 
central Florida. The weather wasn’t 
real cooperative with thunderstorms in 
their area, but isn’t that half the fun? 
In the south, it always seems to storm 
on Field Day weekend. 

“Mary Moore, WX4MM, says the 
East Alabama Radio Club had a great 
YL turnout this year. She got to operate 
with both her mom [Evelyn Hocker- 
smith is now KJ4EXB, having passed 


y ’ y . 
Alabama ARC YL participants: | 
tor: Back Row: Deedie Matthews, 
KI4ERR; Kim Frazier, WX4KIM; 
Susan Sullivanne, KI4GTK; Mary 
Moore, WX4MM;; Connie Beckwith, 
KJ4FCG. Front Row: Billie Wyckoff, 
WB4ABW;; Evelyn Hockersmith, . 
KJ4EXB; Betty Cummings, KE4NXF. 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


her Tech in June. At age 85, she’s now 
studying for her General] and her dad. 
“Nancy Morris, K4JD, took part in 
the Huntsville Amateur Club’s Field . 
Day operation. YLs were involved in 
every aspect of the endeavor, including 
operating, tower raising, and setup/take- 


down. That’s what we like to see. They _ 


operated as K4BFT, and I, K4SAF, was 
one of their contacts. Due to severe 


- weather in northeast Kentucky, I wasn’t 


able to operate much from home during 
Field Day. On Sunday afternoon, I did 
manage to work 28 stations on CW and 
phone, and K4BFT out ee Huntsville 
was one of them.” 

_ Way to go, Ladies! I was on for Field 
Day and it showed me the meaning of 
the drill. Out at the Waterton Amateur 
Radio site in Littleton, Colorado, we 
had antenna problems, new radio learn- 
ing curves and all sorts of Murphy’s 
Law. Also there operating were a couple 
of potential YL licensees and Cynthia 
Smith, KB2UKM, who ran one of the 
SSB stations, logged for others and in 
generally was a great help at the whole 
site! On another SSB station (we were 
QE) was Marta Tullis, KCOFXI, keep- 
ing the YL voice well represented. 


How Does a_ 
YL Get Involved? 


Here’s how from Marcia Brannon, 


‘KI6IZA, from Orange County Califor- 


nia. She and Nancy Howell, KI6IY Y, 
were in a radio class and took the test 
for their Tech licenses at the same time, 
receiving them in April 2007. Earlier 
this year they participated as support. 
team members for Tri-Cities RACES 
during the California Presidential 
Primary Election. The team included — 
four OMs, one of whom was the radio 
operator for their location in the coastal 


‘city of San Clemente. 


Stationed outside the San Clemente 


City Hall on a chilly night with cold 


air off the nearby ocean, surrounded 
by city staff, election officials, and law _ 
enforcement officers, Nancy and Marcia 
spent four hours watching, learning, and 
running errands. 


Susan McCallister, Deedie Matthews, 
and Mary Moore operating 20 Meters 
during FD. — 


Amateur Radio Operators were 
used county-wide in conjunction with 
OCRACES to assist with communica- 


‘tions after the voting polls closed during | 


the collection and transportation of 
ballot boxes and voting equipment. 

Nancy and Marcia were also members 
of a six-person Amateur Radio team, 
which assisted with communications for 
the 50th Annual San Juan Capistrano 
Swallows Day Parade. The parade is 
part of a series of events celebrating the 
legend of the return of the swallows to 
Mission San Juan Capistrano and sur- 
rounding areas each spring. 

It was an exciting day for the team 
as it was the first time Amateur Radio 
operators were involved in the parade. 

Upon arriving at their assigned loca- 
tion along the parade route next to the 
announcers’ .booth, and after a quick 
discussion to find out what the announc- 
ers needed, Nancy and Marcia quickly 
assessed the situation and decided to 
split up and do a relay. 

So with Yaesus in hand, Nancy 
walked a block away and relayed each 
parade entry number to Marcia, who 
stayed next to the announcer’s booth 
_and relayed the numbers to them before 
the entry arrived. 

The system worked beautifully and the 
parade announcers were pleased with the 
results and appreciated the help. 

Another Tri-Cities RACES member, 
Donna Ducharm, KI61YZ, was a per- 
former in the parade. She was part of 
a group of horseback riders all riding 
double; the women seated behind the 
men, and wearing traditional white lace 


dresses with long skirts spread out over 


Sylvia Richardson, KG4OEG, making contacts with the “ladder” antenna.. 


Photo taken by Dave Kinsell, KD4UDY. 


the horses’ flanks. 

But the surprise came when Marcia 
called out to Donna, and Donna held 
up her HT, which she had been using 
to monitor the radio team before her 
performance. So although she couldn’t 
use it while riding in the parade, she 
kept it with her the entire time she was 
on horseback. 

Great job, Ladies! I can’t wait to hear 
what you do next. 


YLs. Starting an 
Informal! Net 


Don’t forget to let ME know what 
you are doing. As the summer flies 


HamTestOnline 
Web-based training for the 
ham radio exams 
> Quick, easy way to learn. 
> 100% guaranteed — you pass the 
exam or get your money back. 
> Better than random practice tests. 
> Provides additional information. 
> Presents concepts in logical order. 
b> Tracks your progress on each question. 
> Focuses on your weak areas with 
‘intelligent repetition”. 
> Better than books — question drill 
keeps you engaged. 
www. .hamtestonline. com 
1 ington, MA 02351 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6éwr.com 


by and the Amateur Radio activities 
continue, such as the new infor- 
mal (for now) YL net on Thursday 
evenings. With so many daytime 
activities,,Cece Rongey, KCOULG, 
broached a.couple of YLs about an 
evening net. As of the time of writing 
there has only been one net event, 
but.nine YLs from all over the states 
checked in to it. Word is spreading 
and more information will be on the 
Young Ladies’ Radio League (YLRL) 
website as the net is fine-tuned. You 
can check out the website at www. 
ylrl.org and listen Thursday nights 
9 p.m. Eastern around 14.288 or 7.245 
or at least in the General portions of 
the bands. We are trying to alternate 
20 and 40 Meters to alfow all YLs 
more of a chance to participate. This 
nice roundtable was a blast. Though 


not everyone could hear all parties, 


the relays worked well. Now I just 
need a beam to point. HI HI 

Keep on the air and let me know 
what YOU are doing Ladies. Call, 
email or write, as I would love to hear, 
from you. 

— E-mail me at nOwbv@earthlink. 


‘net or write to me at P.O. Box 342, 


Littleton, CO 80160-0342. Thanks! 
Cheryl, NOWBV. & 
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The Dayton Youth Forum 


Carole Perry, WB2MGP 


his May, 2008 marked the 21st 
: annual Dayton HamVention Youth 
Forum. The Forum, itself, just like 
the rest of society has undergone many 
changes through the years. The interests 
of the young speakers has changed along 
with advances in technology; but they all 
have always stuck with the theme of excit- 
ing other young adults to become hams 
by presenting their own fun experiences 
in the hobby. 
Through the years, the support of 
certain groups and companies has only 
gotten stronger. Ralph Irish, WA8GDT, 


representing the LAnse Creuse ARC is a 


stalwart supporter; donating door prizes, 
printing the tickets, and bringing lots 
of love for the kids at the Youth Forum 
year after year. Mr. Jue and Richard 
Stubbs from MFJ work with Ralph and 
his group for their donations, and are 
always very generous in supplying door 
prizes for the youth in attendance. ICOM 
has been donating radios, T-shirts, and 
other door prizes for all the youngsters 
in the audience for'more than 20 years. 
This year Maureen Blomgren and Izzy, 
from ICOM, helped hand out comic 
books and Ham Radio shirts. Maureen 
also shared stories about her efforts to 
get school clubs going where she lives. 
This standing-room-only forum would 
not generate the excitement it does with- 
out the folks who consistently are there 
for the kids. 


PowerBapr 


TransPorter™ 
Easy transport for your FTM-10R 
FT-90R or FT-1500 with built-in é 
power supply and recharging system. * 
RadioWallet™ 
Transport your handheld 
radio and accessories in an 
compact, easy to carry case. 
DXpedition Pack”. 
Full sized daypack constructed 
of heavy-duty black nylon; 
Comes with your choice of the ¢ 
Radio Box” (in 2 sizes) or the if 
Radio Pouch”. ee 
1-831-427-8197 
www.powerportstore.com 
1717 7th St., Los Osos, CA 93402-2113. 
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. Logan Gillette, 


Carole Perry and Ben 
Johnk. Photo by Al Eckman. 


The purpose of the Youth Forum is 
to have young adults share their Ham 
Radio experiences in our hobby and 
service in the hope of enticing others 
to join them. This year we had a terrific 
group of speakers who are a credit to 
Amateur Radio. : 

- The first two speakers were from 
BARC Jr., a group from Boulder Colo- 
rado that gets tremendous support and 
encouragement from Rip and Ellie Van 
Winkle, along with many super Elmers 
and encouraging parents. Logan Gillette, 
KD@CIT, age 12 is a.7th grader from 
Golden, Colorado. Besides his interest 


‘in Ham Radio, Logan likes to program 


computers, ski, snowboard, read, and 


See et eae ee oe 
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e Coffeeville, AL 36524 a 
Af : a? 
' 1-800-655-4267 i 
af www.visradio.com 


af oe oe 12.5 rad 


9 o .@} 2 
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‘The presentations at Dayton include 


play soccer. The title of his speech was 
“Ham Radio Is My Life.” 

_ Logan told us how Ham Radio led him 
to a greater interest in electronics. His 
mom, Denise just got her license as well. 
He spoke about things he has built, and 
brought some to display for the audience. 
It was clear to everyone that whatever 
successes lie ahead for Logan, he will 
be able to credit them to his interest and 
involvement in Ham Radio. 

Ben Johnk, KCOYLZ, age 13, is from 
Denver, Colorado. Ben’s brother, Kevin, 
KC@YLY, was 15 years old when he was ~ 
a speaker at the 07 Youth Forum where 
he impressed us all with his talk about 
working with ARES and medical emer- 
gencies. Ben was an extremely eloquent 
speaker who used live demos to make 
points in his speech, “How Ham Radio 
Has Affected My Life.” 


unusual HF antennas made from a 
shopping cart and a portable toilet. 


Ben likes Ham Radio, television, play- 
ing video games and participating in 
soccer. He met the Elmers and Elmiras 
from BARC Jr. and through the encour- 
agement of Ellie and Rip, he got involved 
in foxhunts, field trips, and the 2-meter 
youth net. This summer, both Ben and- 
his brother Kevin plan to upgrade to 
Amateur Extra. 

The Van Winkles have always brought 
excellent choices of young speakers to this 
forum. It was 16 years ago that Ellie first 


approached me about participating with | 


BARC Jr. The BARC Jr. Club has been a 
pleasure to work with through the years. 


| demonstration. 


Next up at the podium was the group 
from ARGYL (Amateur Radio Group 
of Youth in Lowell). This group from 
Michigan came with their advisor Al 
Eckman, WW8WW. AI has brought 
other members from: ARGYL to the 
Youth Forum before. He is one of my 


best “talent scouts.’ I depend on Hams 


like Al to refer youngsters to me for 
consideration as speakers for the Youth 
Forum each year. 

Three young men did a beautiful 
job presenting their topic, “Using The 
Unusual.” Kels Stickney, KD8BLO, age 
17, Ben Veltman, KD8GBY, age 15, and 
Nate Smith, KD8NCS, age 16, were the 
narrators of this extremely impressive 
slide show, demonstrating the use of 
unusual objects to make contacts. 


They used the following objects as 


antennae on a Yaesu VX150 handheld 
radio, putting out 5 watts, to bring up local 
VHF 2-meter repeaters: a large meat fork, 
acrescent wrench, an oscillating fan, and 
a metal pail. At the end of the presentation 
they transmitted through a four-watt light 
bulb attached to the handheld by a short 
length of coax. 

The following objects were used as 
antennae to make HF contacts, using a 
Kenwood transceiver putting out 75 watts: 


an oscillating fan, an iron ice “spud,” 


a metal pail, a sitting stool, a portable 
toilet, a crosscut saw, a shopping cart, 
logging chains (two used to make a dipole 
antenna), a step ladder with chains and 
wire wrapped from one step to another, 
and a two-wheeled dolly. An antenna 
tuner was also used. 

Although many of the contacts were 
made locally, several contacts were made 
a good distance away. You could visibly 
see the delight and interest of our audi- 
ence as the boys described the contacts 


Youth Forum presenters were (left to right): Kels Stickney. 


Nate Smith, and 


Ben Veltman. Fourth student is Caleb Pratt (KD8CPK) who put most of the 
powerpoint photo’s together. Photos by Rip Van Winkle. 


they had made. They made an HF contact 
in California with the logging chains, a 
contact in Florida with the step ladder, 
and contacts in Kansas using the dolly 
and shopping cart.-Al tells me that they 
gave the Kansas contact a 59 report as he 
stated he was putting out 1,000 watts into 
a very large antenna on a 200-foot tower. 
“The contact got a good laugh” says Al as 
he gave them a 59 report and then learned 
that the boys were using a two-wheeled 
dolly for an antenna, and that it was sit- 
ting on the ground on top of a piece of 


plywood, and they were putting out only 


ag stocked lengths 


www. Ramradic. com www. Seaham. com 


50 Ohm Coax Cable Assemblies 


Contact these fine dealers for prices 


about 75 watts. 

The ARGYL group made a single 
contact with each unusual antenna. They 
did, however call a Ham operator and 
had him listen for them on a specific 
frequency in order to make the contact 
using the portable toilet. What fun, and 
how creative! . 

Young people are the future of Amateur 
Radio, and it is an honor and great fun to 
be part of their experiences. 

— Carole Perry, WB2MGP, can 
be reached by e-mail at WB2MGP@ 
ix.netcom.com. © 
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‘Dirt Cheap’ and a uns Morse paddle 


6 6 s you know,” Doug Hauff, 
W6AME, wrote recently, 


“Hams are both the pickiest 


and cheapest (people) on the planet. This ~ 


paddle ought to satisfy them.” 
The CW keyer paddle he’s writing 


about is one of the newest additions to |. 
the American Morse Equipment product}, 


line — the Dirt Cheap Paddle kit. 

And, of course, he’s referring to his 
fellow radio amateurs in the kindest way: 
as perfectionists and always looking for'a 
bargain. It’s testimony that as the brains 
and brawn behind California-based 
American Morse Equipment, “AME 
really understands his market. 


The DCP kit certainly answers 


a need. : 

“Tl wanted to provide a high-quality, 
miniature paddle that is real affordable,” 
he said. “The configuration is the same 


as my Porta Paddle. In fact, many dimen- : 


sions are identical.” 


Miniature, indeed. The footprint of ; 


the DCP’s base is just one and a half 
inches by one and seven-eighths inches 
by one and three-sixteenths inches. It 
weighs just 2.5 ounces, making it great 
for trail-friendly operations. 

This is no toy, though. It’s a top-quality 
Morse instrument that is just as useful 
and handsome at the home operating 
position as it is in the field. 

The DCP is “CNC machined from 
aircraft grade aluminum,” “AME 
says. “No machining is required. Gap 
and spring force is fully adjustable to 
individual taste. Very solid, reliable 
design — no delicate parts to fall out 
of adjustment.” 

Also, the base is drilled and tapped for 
mounting — using either the AME Leg 


PADDLETTE COMPANY 
High Quality Miniature Paddle Keys 


www.paddlette.com 


425/743-1429 
P.O.Box 6036, Edmonds, WA 98026 
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for the ORPer 


Richard F isher, KI6SN 


Mount or the Desk Base. 

“My aim was to design a paddle with 
the same quality and similar feel to the 
P’Paddle that is easy to manufacture and 
easy to assemble,” AME wrote. “I think 


(the DCP) comes pretty close . . . the 


builder has to do some de-burring, and 
polishing and finish is left to the builder. 
But the performance is pretty close.” 

At KI6SN, from first opening the bag 


| of parts to the finished, operating DCP 


took about 20 minutes. And it’s a beauti- 
ful piece of equipment when completed 
— even unfinished. © 

There are about 40 pieces in the kit. 
A five-page instruction manual is avail- 
able for downloading online. It includes 
step-by-step instructions and almost a 
dozen photographs chronicling how the 
DCP goes together. 

The only tools needed for construction 
are a small Philips head scréwdriver and 
a pair of needle-nose pliers. A .050-inch 
Allen wrench comes with the kit. 

“Tweezers may also be helpful,” 
“AME says in the manual. “A fine file 
and finishing materials such as Scotch- 


brite or wet-or-dry paper will be help- 


ful. Aluminum wheel polish such as 
Semichrome or Mother’s can produce 


-an almost mirror finish.” 


The bottom line is: You can make the 
DCP a museum piece or leave it rough 
cut — the performance remains the 
same: stellar. 

“It’s much easier for me to manu- 
facture,’ he said,-“and uses more off- 
the-shelf parts, so I can offer it soooo 
cheap — $35, plus $4 shipping.” With 


¢Tear-resistant »¢ Synthetic paper 
Rugged Waterproof 
All Weather Ria 
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ASA Inc, + PO BOx 454 - Glenwood, NI 07418. 
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state tax, California residents pay $42. a] 


| for the kit and eRe: DX orders are 
$49 total. 


Make your check or money ome pay- 
able to: San Luis Machine Company. 

The mailing address is: American 
Morse Equipment, San Luis Machine 
Co., Unit F2, 200 Suburban Rd., San 
Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
- The DCP joins AME’s product line: 
that includes: KK1 Key kit, KK2 
Paddle kit, Porta-Paddle, Porta-Paddle 
Leg Mount, the Mity Box and'the AA1 
Enclosure. 

To see AME’s online Inte catalog 
and for more details on the DCP, its 
manual and all of the company’s prod- 
ucts, visit: www.americanmorse.com ~ 

A color photograph of the DCP is 
on the KI6SN Web site, The QRPer at: 
www.TheQRPer.blogspot.com 


New ORP Power Meter 
from NorCal in. 
limited run 


In a_recent posting to the Internet’s 
popular QRP-L mail group, Doug Hen- 
dricks, KI6DS, wrote from Dos Palos, 
CA: “The last kit that the late Jim Cates, 
WAO6GER, and I talked about doing was 
a power meter. 

“Jim loved meters, and always wanted 
NorCal to do a QRP Power Meter. He 
died before we could get it done, and it 
was pushed to a back burner until about 


HANG YOUR NEXT WIRE ANTENNA 
THE EZ HANG WAY 


Winder, a spare set of bands & 6 exira weights $99. 95 
plus $9.05 {US} S/H. 

EZ Hang, Code W ¢ 2217 Princess Anne 5t., Ste. 104-1 

Fredericksburg VA 22401 ¢ weww.azhang.com * 540-286-0176 


a year and a half ago. 

“Song Kang, WA6AYQ, desianbds a 
dual power meter for NorCal,” ‘DS con- 
tinued. “I say dual power meter because 
it has a digital readout and an analog 
meter for reflected power. Both meters 
work at the same time, so you get the 


accuracy of a digital readout, plus the. 


ease of an analog meter movement, truly 
the. best of both worlds. 
“When Jim talked about the meter, 


he said that he wanted to do one in a 


finished case, with silkscreen. He wanted 
a complete kit. Song's meter was the 
perfect design for the job.” 

As a result, the organization has put 
together a limited run of the NorCal 
Power Meter, “designed to measure from 
0.1 watt to 9.9 watts at HF. 

“A Stockton bridge is incorporated 
to measure the forward and reflected 
power, and SWRiis calculated from 
the measurement. 


“The power levels and SWR are 


displayed on an LCD. The power/SWR 
meter also incorporates an analog meter, 
which is connected to read reflected 
power. 

“The fast and smooth response of 
an analog meter is ideal for match box 
adjustment. The power/SWR meter 
incorporates a PIC 16F690 and the 
power level can be displayed in mul- 
tiple ways.” 

According to the NorCal QRP-L 


The NorCal 40A. 


Transceiver Kit 


Sure, there are a few 40 meter CW kits 
out there to choose from. But the 
NorCal 40A stands apart from the rest 
with a unique combination of custom 
features and big-rig performance. 


Open up most ORP rigs and you |e 


find a rat's nest of wires. Open up a 


'40A-a snap with our quick-release 


| latches—and you'll find clean, no-wires 
construction that's worth showing off! 
Performance is equally impressive: of 
several popular QRP rigs, the '40A 
posted the best receiver sensitivity 
(-137dBm; see June '96 QST). With its 
fast QSK, 2W output, RIT, crystal filter 
- and ultra-stable VFO, the 
'40A is a joy to operate? 


http://www. fix.net/~jparker/wild.html 
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American Morse Equipment’s Dirt Cheap Paddle is a rugged, superbly 
designed instrument that is a fine home or field station accessory for the CW 


operator. 


posting: 
¢ The mode button cycles through 
. four modes of display. 


¢ Mode One is basic forward power, 


reflected power and SWR. 

¢ Mode Two displays the forward and 
reflected power in bar-graph. 

¢ Mode Three is peak envelope power 


Add your own accessories, or outfit your 
NorCal 40A as pictured above with the 
legendary KC1 Keyer and Morse- 
output Frequency Counter. The KC1 is 
so small it'll fit into any rig, but it's a 
perfect match for the '40A. The KC1's 
message memory and Iambic A and B 
modes provide operating flexibility. 
Running from batteries? The ‘40A and 


KCl together draw only 20mA on 


receive! 


Please call or write for more 
details. : 


NorCal 40A $139 
«KCI $ 45 


(shipping additional) 


for sideband. . 

¢ Mode Four sends the forward power 
and SWR in Morse code for the 
visually challenged Hams. 

“The kit uses through-hole parts only 
and is a complete kit,’ KI6DS writes. 
“The cost of the kit is $80 mailed in the 
US, $85 mailed to DX.” 

If you’re interested, be sure to check 
the NorCal Web site to’ see ‘if the kit 
is still available: www.norcalqrp.org/ 
ncpowermeter.him 

— Richard Fisher, KI6SN, can be 
reached by sending mail to 1940 Wetherly 
Way, Riverside, CA 92506; or by sending 
e-mail to; ki6sn@aol.com & 
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OLD-TIME RADIO 


When A Ground Isn’ é 


ver the years, various cautions 

have appeared in the Amateur 

Radio press concerning safety 
issues with AC-DC (transformerless) 
receivers (Reference 1). Most of this 
information deals with connection of the 
equipment to the AC branch circuit that 
is to power it. While I was looking oyer 
the schematic for a Hallicrafters S-38B, 
it dawned on me that there is a another 
potential safety hazard lurking in such sets 
that I haven’t seen publicized: The problem 
might contribute to making a receiver 
hazardous to someone who obtains such a 
set, plugs it in, and enjoys it without paying 
much attention to the circuitry. 

As is the case for most amateur and 
general coverage receivers, the S-38B 
has no internal antenna and therefore 
requires that an antenna be connected 
to screw terminals at the back of the set. 
The terminals are labeled “Al,” “A2,” 
and “G.’ When a balanced antenna, 
such as a doublet fed by open wire line, 
is connected to the receiver, Al and A2 
are used to connect the two conductors 
of the transmission line.to the antenna 

coil (LI in Figure 1) of the receiver. 
~ When an unbalanced antenna such as 
a random-length wire is used, a link is 
connected between “A2” and “G” as is 
shown in Figure 2. The signal current 
flows from the antenna conductor con- 
nected to “Al,” through the antenna coil 


to “A2,” via the link to “G,’ and from: 


“G” through a capacitor (C1 in Figure 
2) to the chassis. The manual for the 
S-38B recommends connecting terminal 
“G” to a cold water pipe or other ground 
to improve reception, but says nothing 
about a safety ground. . 

-A modern user might, though, assume 
that terminal “G” is connected to the 
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Maynard A. Wright, W6PAP | 


Gre) 
DOUBLET 


chassis and/or case and is intended for 
use as a Safety ground. It might seem 


reasonable to believe that the caution - 


about AC-DC sets (“... an electric shock 
waiting to happen.’”) found on page 26.1 
of “The ARRL Handbook” (Reference 
2) can be taken care of by carefully 
grounding terminal “G.” Terminal “G” 
of the S-38B, however, is not connected 
directly to chassis or case ground, but 
through a 0.01 uF capacitor to chassis 
ground. At 60 Hz, the reactance of such 


ELECTRIC RADIO 


Are you tired of plastic modern radios that you 
can't work on and are hard to understand? Are 
you looking for information on restoration of 

quality vintage receivers and transmitters? 


Electric Radio is the magazine for you! © 
In print since May1989, we also have the largest 
vintage-only Ham classified section available. 


_ Please send $1.00 for a sample copy to: 
. ER-P.O.Box 242°Bailey, CO 80421 
720/924-0171 
leditor2@indra.com www.ermag.com 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


C1 


CHASSIS 


OR CASE 
GROUND 


‘Typical AC-DC receiver antenna input circuit for balanced antenna. — 


a capacitor is high enough so that termi- . | 
nal “G” is useful only as an RF ground 
point for antenna connections, not as a 
safety ground as the designation “G” 
might imply. 

The chassis of the the $-38B is 
mounted in an interesting manner, being . 
insulated by rubber grommets from the _ 
surrounding metal case. The case is — 
connected to the chassis only through a 
0.1 uF capacitor. As does the capacitor 
that connects terminal “G” to the chas- 

‘sis (Cl in Figures | and 2), this capaci- | 
tor has a high reactance at 60 Hz and 
does not provide any safety grounding . 
functionality, at all. Note that there is a 
lot of exposed (mostly painted) metal in 
this receiver that might be energized by 
a potentially lethal voltage if anything 
happens to inadvertently connect either 
the “hot” side of the AC line or the B+ — 
line (about 95 VDC), or any of many 
points in the circuitry that connect to 
those sources of voltage, to the case of 
the receiver. The presence of a terminal 
on the back of the receiver labeled “G,” 


' 


along with an instruction in the manual 


_ to connect it to a cold water pipe, might 


~~ 


convey a false impression of what's really 
happening to the casual user of the S-38B 


and might give a false sense of security 


to anyone who connects terminal “G”’ to 
a good ground. 

Examinations of Echophone EC-1 and 
EC-1B receivers show that these receiv- 
ers are wired as is the S-38B, as might be 
expected from the relationship between 
Echophone and Hallicrafters. . 

A look,at a Zenith Trans-Oceanic 
L600 reveals external antenna terminals 
labeled “EXT ANT” and “EXT GND.” 
The L600 schematic shows that “EXT 


GND” is connected to the B-line in. 


the L600 through a 0.004 uF capacitor, 
producing an antenna circuit similar 
to that of the S-38B and making “EXT 
GND?” useless as a point of connection 
for a safety ground. 

The National NC-33 and NC-57, both 
AC-DC sets, provide terminals “A,” 


“A,” and “G”-on the back panel, but — 


in the case of these receivers, terminal 
“G” connects directly to the case of the 
receiver, eliminating the problem noted 
above. The manual for the NC-33 notes 
that a shock hazard may be eliminated by 
grounding terminal “G” or by reversing 
the polarity of the line plug if the line 
voltage (either AC or DC) pRpeats on 
the chassis. 


_. An examination of just a few early 


AC-DC receivers thus reveals a mixed 
bag of “ground” circuits, but highlights 
a potential safety problem in at least a 
few of them that might be very hazard- 
ous to those unaware of the issue. There 
are other receivers with similar antenna 


circuits and I suspect that many, but - 


obviously not all, of the old AC-DC 


receivers are wired with terminal “G” 


or its equivalent unconnected to chas- 
sis or case at 60 Hz. Be careful! If your 


strategy for making your receiver safe 


includes a chassis or case ground, don’t 
assume that.a terminal labeled “G,” 
“GND,” or “GRD” will provide it. 
Related issues affecting AC-DC sets 
with their transformerless designs are 
the lack of a three-wire line cord with 
safety ground conductor and the use of 
unpolarized plugs that allow the receiver 
to be operated with the neutral and line 
conductors reversed. Various articles 
have been written (Reference 1) on cor- 


Se 
UNBALANCED 


“C1 


recting these problems. 
Be very cautious if you work on any of 
these older sets. Don't do so unless you 


are qualified by education and experi- 


ence. A seemingly minor mistake or 
lapse in judgment when working around 
high voltages can be fatal. Make sure 
that the set you work on is safe to use 


Licensed 
Before 1983? 


QCWA invites you to join with 
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licensed 25 years or longer. 
Request an application from: 


QCWA, Inc., Dept. WR 
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CHASSIS 
OR CASE 
GROUND 


_ Typical AC-DC receiver antenna input circuit for unbalanced antenna. 


before you return it to service. I want to 
encounter you on the air using your old 
transmitters and receivers, not see them 
advertised at your estate sale. — 


References: 

[1] Larry Keith, KQ4BY, Bring 
"Em Back Alive, QST, August, 1995, 
reprinted in ARRL’s Vintage Radio, 
ARRL, 2004 a 

[2] The 2008 ARRL Handbook for 
Radio Communications, The American 
Radio Relay League, Inc., 2007 © 
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PROPAGATION 


160M Propagation from 


Amsterdam Island to Colorado 


columns, VOACAP was used to 


[: the August and September 2007 
look at antipodal propagation from 


Amsterdam Island (FT5Z) in the Indian — 


Ocean to its antipode in Colorado (W@). 
The VOACAP results on 20M, 15M, and 
40M agreed very favorably with the gen- 
eral characteristics of antipodal propaga- 
tion seen during actual measurements 
on a VK6-to-VP9 antipodal path. This 
month we’ll look at actual QSOs‘on 160M 


on the FT5Z-to-W0 path to determine | 


how much effect antipodal propagation 
had on this path. 

During the period December 1987 
through February 1988, Bill, W4ZV (then 
W@ZV in Colorado) reported that Dany, 
FT5ZB, was very regular at his sunrise 
(around 1400 UTC) on 160M, with 
Dany’s 80-90 W signal Q5 most of the 
time. In addition to working Dany numer- 
ous times, Bill heard him many other 
times during this period. Bill noted that 
Dany peaked at S7-8 once on his TS-930 


S-meter. Bill also noted that he only heard — 


Dany on his 310° Beverage — never on 
his 250° or 210° Beverages, which were 
typically useful for other sunrise open- 


ings. The short path heading from Bill to | 


Dany is 308°, and this important observa- 
tion will be discussed in a bit. 


On the other end of the path, Dany, 


noted more than 20 dB improvement 
in Bill’s signal for 10 to 15 minutes for 


the QSOs they had on 40M, 80M, and 


160M (I do not know if the ‘more than 
20 dB improvement’ is applicable to all 
bands or just certain bands). He attrib- 
uted the signal strength enhancement 
to antipodal focusing. 

Those are interesting comments from 
Bill and Dany. Let’s use what we learned 
in the August and September columns, 
along with some new insights, to try to 
answer two basic questions: Was the 
signal strength enhancement (seen by 
FTSZB) due to antipodal focusing? And 
was the regularity of their QSOs over this 
three-month period (noted by W4ZV) due 

‘to their path being antipodal? 
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| THE HF EQUATION FOR SUCCESS 


Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA 


"160m, January, SSN=50 
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Let’s start by looking at the VOACAP 
predicted signal strengths on 160M on the 
eight paths out of FTSZ (as we did in the 
August and September 2007 columns). 
Since VOACAP was only intended to go 
down to 2 MHz, we’ll use this frequency 
for our 160M results (that’s close enough 
for our analysis). The assumptions and 
methodology for 160M are the same 
as for the predicted signal strengths 


on 20M, 15M, and. 40M given in the | 


August and September 2007 columns, 
but with two exceptions. First, the level 
of noise assumed on 160M is different. 
I assumed a quiet rural noise environ- 
ment, which says that a signal must be 
above -102 dBm to give a signal-to-noise 
ratio (SNR) greater than 0 dB in a CW 
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time (UTC) 


Figure 1 — Signal Powers on 160M (using improved D-region model). 


-bandwidth (500 Hz) at 2 MHz. Second, 


the “improved” model of the lower iono- 
sphere from the December 2007 column 
has been factored into the results. 
As a refresher, the eight paths out of 
FT5Z (see the appropriate figure in the 
August 2007 column) start at 270° (Path 
A) and step clockwise in 45° increments 
(Paths B through H). Figure 1 plots the 


160M results, but with the headings 


defined out of W@ to make it easier to 
compare to W4Z,V’s observation of which 
Beverage he heard FTSZB on. 

Note that the predicted signal levels 
peak near our —102 dBm target for a 
short duration on only five of the eight 
paths. Path A and Path B (90° and 45° 
out of W@, respectively) peak around 
2400 UTC. Paths C, D, and E (0°, 315°, 
and 270° out of W@, respectively) peak 
around 1400 UTC. These two times cor- 
respond to sunrise and sunset at both ends 
of the path — 1400 UTC is around W@ 
sunrise and FTSZ sunset, and 2400 UTC 
is around W@ sunset and FTSZ sunrise. 

These results on 160M are an exten- 
sion of the 40M results from the Sep- 
tember 2007 column — the opportunity 


for antipodal propagation on the lower ~ 


frequencies tends to be short duration 
around sunrise and sunset. Interestingly, 
the best opening predicted by VOACAP 
in terms of signal strength is around 1400 
UTC on the 315° heading (Path D) out of 
W® — that is in excellent agreement with 
what W4ZV reported. Two comments are 
in order about this specific path. 

First, W4ZV’s Colorado QTH was not 
exactly at the FTSZ antipode — it was 
about 360 km northwest of the FTSZ 
antipode. Combined with Bill’s observa- 
tion that he only heard Dany on the 310° 
Beverage suggests Bill was far enough 
away from the antipode so that the direct 
short path was best. Second, the direct 

_ short path is opposite in direction from 
the overhead Sun. In other words, the 
direct short path is equally far away from 
the terminator as it makes its way to the 
other end of the path. I mention this as 
I’ve seen this latter comment in other 
technical papers analyzing low-frequency 
reception. When you think about it, it 
makes all the sense in the world with 
absorption being inversely. proportional 
to the square of the frequency — low 
frequencies generally want to be in the 
darkest portion of the ionosphere. 

Now let’s look at the first question 
posed earlier: Was the signal strength 
enhancement noted by FTS5ZB due to 
antipodal focusing? | 

Although the VOACAP data at 1400 
_UTC in Figure 1 suggests that several 
paths could have propagated and thus 
given a signal enhancement, I think 
there’s a much more plausible explana- 
tion for FTSZB’s observations of signal 
enhancement. Because antipodal stations 
‘are on opposite sides of the Earth, sunrise 
at one end occurs simultaneously with 
sunset at the other end. Figure 2a and 
2b show this for mid January for the 


W®@-to-FT5Z path. In both images, the 


lighter line heading to the northwest out 
of W@ is short path, and the black line 
heading to the southeast out of W@ is 
long path. FTSZ is at the right-most end 
of the black line. 

By mentally shifting the terminator 
to the left and then back to the right for 
both Figures 2a and 2b, it’s easy to see 
that there isn’t any long duration of the 
path to the northwest out of W@ being 
in darkness. Darkness along the entire 
path only occurs around sunrise/sunset 
times.’Thus absorption is going to mini- 


Figure 2a — W@ sunrise/FT5Z sunset. 


mize (a signal enhancement) for a brief 
period only around these times. This 
is what I believe FTSZB was seeing — 
the direct short path being entirely in 
darkness for a short duration, and not 
antipodal focusing. 

Now let’s look at the second ques- 
tion: Was the regularity of the QSOs 
over this three-month period noted by 
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W4ZV due to the path being antipodal? 
This is a tougher question to answer. 
All the antipodal literature that I’m 
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ings over a 24-hour period, as more 
paths are available throughout the day 
(remember the 20M results from the 
August 2007 column’). 
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Figure 2b — W@ sunset/FT5Z sunrise. 


netic field activity over the period W4ZV 


worked (and heard) FTSZB. Since 160M 
is generally best under quiet conditions, 
perhaps the December 1987 through 
February 1988 period was quieter than 
the same period the year. before and the 
year subsequent. I looked at planetary A 
index (Ap) data, and found that the year 
W4ZV and FTSZ worked each other on 
a regular basis (December 1987 through 
February 1988) wasn’t as quiet as the 
previous year (December 1986 through 
February 1987), but was quieter than the 
subsequent year (December 1988 through 
February 1989). This is consistent with 
geomagnetic field activity on the rising 
portion of a solar cycle. 

Thus the Ap data doesn’t support or 
refute antipodal propagation being avail- 
able over long term periods. Perhaps it 
was just a good year for whatever reason 
— that may not be surprising since our 


understanding of propagation on 160M 
even over shorter non-antipodal paths 
can be challenging to explain. 

That’s enough — it’s time to sum- 
marize all of this. For the 160M QSOs 
between W4ZV when he was in Colo- 


- rado and FTSZB (which is pretty much 


an antipodal path) in the December 
1987 — February 1988 period, antipo- 
dal propagation may have played a role 
in the regularity of the QSOs over this 
three-month period — but the jury is still 
out on this issue. Furthermore, I suspect 
the improvement in signal strength seen 
by FTSZB had more to do with darkness 
along the direct short path — and not 
with any antipodal focusing mechanism. 
That’s my story and I’m sticking to it! 
— Carl Luetzelschwab, K9LA, can be 
reached by sending mail to: 1227 Pion 
Dr., Ft. Wayne, IN 46845; or by e- -mail . 
sent to: k9la@arrl.net. & 
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Ant 


has explained many times that your 

antenna tuner tunes your antenna to 
resonance. And to back up his statements 
he has quoted his old friend and colleague 
Walt Maxwell, W2DU. A reader takes 
issue with all of this as follows: 

“As you well know, the physical and 
electrical characteristics of the antenna 
are fixed, dependent on length, height, 
surroundings, wire diameter, configura- 
tion, etc.. Think about it. There is no way 
any of these characteristics can be changed 
remotely to produce an impedance match 
- between the antenna and feeder as well as 
making it resonant. 

_ “T recall it used to be termed a ‘match 
_ box’ in early ARRL Handbooks way back 


: iE previous columns Krusty Olde Kurt 


when the use of coax was relatively new. . 


I don’t recall when it. became known as a 
“tuner, an unfortunate appellation which 
leads many to believe tt actually ‘tunes’ 
the antenna to resonance and changes the 


impedance match to the coax. W2DU — 


is misquoted; his knowledge precludes 
believing that!” : 
Kurt agrees with the writer that the 
physical and electrical characteristics 
of the antenna are fixed and cannot be 
changed remotely. But let’s take a look 
- at the electrical characteristics from the 
point of view of the transmission line. To 
the transmission line that connects to the 
antenna the antenna looks like a resis- 
tor if it is resonant. If it is not resonant it 
looks like a resistor and a reactance, either 
capacitive or inductive. If we were to put 
across the antenna terminals an equal 
and opposite reactance we could tune the 
antenna to resonance just as we could tune 
any tuned circuit to resonance. One way 
would be to put a variable capacitor or vari- 
able inductor across the antenna terminals 
and adjust it to resonate the antenna. Then 
we could connect the transmission line to 


the antenna. If the antenna resistance was’ 


the same as our transmission line imped- 
ance we’d have 1:1 SWR. 

But can this be done remotely by our 
antenna tuner? Yes it can. To explain 
let’s look at the transmission line. Sup- 
pose we have a one-wavelength RG-8 
line. If, at one end (which we'll think of 


Kurt N. Sterba 


as the transmitter end) we put a 50-ohm 
resistor, what do we see at the other end? 
We see 50 ohms because the 50 ohms is 
an exact match to the 50-ohm line. This 
would be true no matter what the length 
of the line. 

Now suppose we change the 50 ohms to 
50 ohms resistive plus 100 ohms capaci- 
tive. Then what do we see at the other 
end? A full-wave line repeats what it sees 
at the other end so at the antenna end we 
see 50 ohms and 100 ohms capacitive. 

Suppose we connect the antenna end 
of the line to a non-resonant antenna 
that has 50 ohms resistive and 100 ohms 
inductive reactance. What happens? The 
50 ohms exhibited by the transmission 
line matches the resistive part of the 
antenna impedance and the 100 ohms 
capacitive reactance of the transmis- 
sion line exactly cancels the 100 ohms 
inductive reactance of the antenna. The 
antenna is tuned to resonance. And this 
was done by a remote impedance.at the 


transmitter end of the line. 


The Tuner 
Your antenna tuner does exactly the 
same thing. Here’s how it works: To sim- 
plify our example we'll use a full-wave 
transmission line since it repeats at the 
far end what it see at the antenna end. 


-We’ll assume an off-resonant antenna 


with 50 ohms resistance and 100 ohms 
inductive reactance. So at the transmit- 
ter end the transmission line looks like 
50 ohms resistive and 100 ohms induc- 
tive. The antenna tuner has to be adjusted 
to present 100 ohms capacitive to “tune” 
this end of the line. tgllcah 

When it does this the transmitter 
end of the line is “tuned,” that is, the 
100 ohms inductive is canceled by the 
100 ohms capacitive reactance. The 
tuner now acts like a 1:1 transformer so 
the short transmission line to the trans- 
mitter sees 50 ohms and it has 1:1 SWR 
as indicated by your SWR meter. 

Now let’s look the other way: The 
transmission line at the transmitter end 
sees the 50 ohms resistive and 100 ohms 


’ capacitive from the tuner. Our transmis- 
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enna Tuner 


sion line repeats this at the antenna end. 
Here the 100 ohms capacitive exactly 


cancels the antenna’s 100 ohms inductive 


and our antenna is tuned. Tuned remotely 
by our “antenna tuner.” 

Kurt used a full-wave line to simplify his 
example. But the same thing happens no 
matter what the line length. Kurt suggests 
that any doubter utilize the nice software 
program TLW that comes with the ARRL 
Antenna Book. Pick any length of line and 
any antenna impedance and go through the 
example again. The result will show that 
your tuner really does tune your antenna. 

Kurt’s example used a lossless trans- 


- mission line. In the real world transmis- 


sion lines have losses and, when they do, 
the tuning is less than perfect. The more 
the loss the worse the tuning. Usually this 
is not a problem because we all try to keep 
our transmission line losses low by using 
short lines or, if we can't do that, we buy 
low loss line. 


Line SWR 


There is an interesting aspect of‘the 
antenna tuning. That is, if you tune the 
antenna by putting a capacitor or induc- 
tor right at the antenna and then connect 
your transmission line, the transmission 
line will have 1:1 SWR. But, if you tune 
the antenna with your tuner at the trans- 
mitter end, the SWR remains the same 
as it was before you tuned the antenna. 


Why is this? 


When you tune the antenna with an 
inductor or capacitor right at the antenna 
you have a circuit resonant on your oper- 
ating frequency. Your transmission line 
sees this resonant 50-ohm circuit and so it 
has 1:1 SWR. When you tune it remotely 


_.the transmission line IS the capacitor 


or inductor..This again gives a resonant 
circuit. But when it is connected the trans- 


. mission line sees just the original antenna 


not the complete tuned circuit. So its SWR 
depends only on the original antenna and 
does not change after tuning. ; 

— Have a question for the Krusty one? 
Send it to WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., 
Sacramento, CA 95818 and we'll get it 
to Kurt. ® 
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COLORADO 


Boulder Amateur Radio Club BARCfest Ama- 
teur Radio and Electronic Swapmeet will be held 
28 Sep 2008, at the Boulder County Fairgrounds, 
9595 Nelson Rd. (Exhibit Building, north of Hover 
‘St. & Nelson Rd. corner), Longmont, CO. Doors 
open to vendors 6 a.m. Doors open to public 8 a.m. 
Admission $5, children 12 and under free with 
adult. VE testing at 10 a.m. Talk-in: 146.700 (-) 


Répeater. Contact Mike Derr, W3DIF, 303/404- _ 


2161 or barc7@ @arrl.net; www.qsl.net/wOdk 


CONNECTICUT 


Candlewood Amateur Radio Association 
Western CT Hamfest will be held 14 Sep 2008, 
8:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m., at the Edmond Town Hall, 
45 Main St. (Rt. 6), Newtown, CT. Exit 10 on I-84. 
Admission $6, under 10 free. Set-up 7 a.m. Tables 
$15, tailgating $10 (each includes one.admission). 
New equipment dealers, flea market, tailgating, 
seminars, batteries special, and refreshments. 
Talk-in 147.300/PL 100. Contact Joe de Groot, 
ABIDO, 30 Sunnyview Dr., Redding, CT 06896- 
1742; 203/938-4880; www.Danbury.org/cara/ 
hamfest.html , 


ILLINOIS | 


Northern Illinois DX Association will spon- 
sor the W9DXCC Convention and Banquet, to 
be held 20 Sep 2008, at the Holiday Inn in Elk 
Grove Village, IL (near O’Hare Airport). Presenta- 
tions, ARRL forum, Grand Banquet, and ARRL 
and CQ Awards Card Checking. Contact Bill 
Smith, W9VA; 847/945-1564; w9va@aol.com; 
www. w9dxcc. com. 


MICHIGAN 


Grand Rapids Amateur Radio Association 
GRAHamfest will be held 06.Sep 2008, at the 
Kent County Fairgrounds, 225 S. Hudson, Lowell, 


EEE SPECIAL EVENTS. Gy 


Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 


Southeast Louisiana Amateur Radio Club 
(SELARC) will operate Special Event Station 
KS5R 13 Sep 2008, 1400 UTC — 2000 UTC, to 
commemorate the landfalls of Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita along the Gulf Coast in 2005. Frequen- 
cies: 7.250 and 14.250 (+/— QRM). For QSL, send 
SASE to Scott Hernandez, K5R, 957 Nancy St., 
Mandeville, LA 70448; www.selarc.org 


Route 66 On The Air 


Citrus Belt ARC of San Bernardino, CA will 
host the 9th Annual “Route 66 On The Air” 
Special Event, which has grown to 18 stations 
and two rovers operating in and around major 
cities along the old Route 66 from Santa Monica 
to Chicago. Official:stations designations will 


begin with W6A in Santa Monica and end with’ 


W6S, one the rover stations. Stations will be 
operating 13 Sept (0001Z) to 21 Sept (2400Z) 
on frequencies found in the vicinity of those 
ending in “66” such as 3.866, 7.266, 14.166, 
14.266 &'21.366. All modes will be accom- 
modated. Certificate application and QSL 
information at www.w6jbt.org, click “Route 
66 OTA Event.” 


POW-MIA Remembrance Day 
Mark McMullen, KM6HB, will operate 


MI 49331 (Hwy I-96 exit #52, North four miles to 
fairgrounds). Admission $6, K-12 students free. 
Doors open 8 am. Seller set-up Friday evening 
and Saturday 6 a.m. Ends past noon. Friday over- 


- night camping $10 rustic, $15 w/ water, electric. 


VE exams 10 a.m., all walk-ins. ARRL VEC. 
Talk-in: 147.26+ (94.8. Hz) and 146.52 simplex. 
Contact Jack Amelar, NY8D, 616/897-6885; 
grahamfest08@w8dc.org; www.grahamfest.org 


NEW YORK 
EmComm East Convention will be held 
20 Sep 2008, in Rochester, ‘NY. EmComm East 
is an ARRL Specialty Operating convention, 
focused on Amateur Radio emergency com- 


munications. Training sessions, vendors, VE . 


testing, and more. $30 pre-registration required, 
seating 1s limited. For more information, visit 
our website at www.emcommeast.org or e- -mail at 
info@emcommeast.org 


Saratoga County R.A.C.E.S. Association, 
Inc. Hamfest will be held 13 Sep 2008, 7 a.m. 
— 3 p.m., at the Saratoga County Fairgrounds in 
Ballston Spa, NY. Early bird set-up for vendors 
Friday, 6 — 8:30 p.m. Admission $5, includes one 
8 x 8 tailgate spot and free parking. VE testing 
9.a.m. Food available all day. Reserved tables 
inside, $5 each on first-come basis. Driving direc- 
tions available on club website at www.wa2umx. 
net. Contact Darlene Lake, N2XQG, 314 Louden 
Rd., #84, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866; 518/587- 
2385; dar@saratogaspringsny.us . 


OHIO 


Greater Cincinnati Amateur Radio Asso- 
ciation Hamfest will be held 21 Sep 2008, 0800 
— 1400, at the Diamond Oaks Career Development 
Center, 6375 Harrison Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45247. 


| 


Special Event Station K6P 18-21 Sep 2008, in 
recognition of POW-MIA Remembrance Day. 
Frequencies: 14253, 18150, 21350, and 7250. 
QSL with SASE to Mark McMullen, KM6HB, 
P.O. Box 27271, Santa Ana, CA 92799; km6hb@ 
arrl.net 


Living History Weekend 
Ft. Herkimer Amateur Radio Association, 
Inc., will operate Special Event Station W2FHA 
27 Sep 2008, 12 —5 p.m., to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the Town of German Flatts, 
Living History Weekend. We will be broad- 


‘casting from the Historic Old Fort Herkimer 


Church. Frequencies: 7.240 and 14.240. SASE 
for certificate to Ft. Herkimer Amateur Radio 
Association, Inc., 28 W. State St., Dolgeville, 
NY 13329. 


Community Service 
and Radio Run 


Ozone Amateur Radio Club will operate 
Special Event Station OARC 27 Sep 2008, 1300 
— 2200Z, to celebrate 44 years of community 
service and radio fun. CW: 7.120+/- QRM, 
SSB: 14.257+/— QRM. Send 9x12 SASE for 
certificate to Michael White, 404 Holmes Dr., 
Slidell, LA 70460; www.wSsla.net 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


Admission $6. Flea market $8 per space plus 
admission. Commercial $20 per table. Air cond. 
Set-up 0600. Forums, ARRL VE testing, food, 
and Grey Wireless museum display. Contact Stan 
Cohen, W8QDQ; 513/531-1011; fax 513/531-3834; 
stanco49@zoomtown.com; www.gcara.org 


RHODE ISLAND - 


Rhode Island Amateur FM Repeater Ser- 
vices, Inc. Auction and Flea Market will be held 
20 Sep 2008, at the VFW Post 6342, Main St., 
Foresdale (No. Smithfield), RI. Take the Forestdale 
exit off Route 146 in No. Smithfield. Take a left 
at the end of the ramp and go six-tenths of a mile 
to the Post on your right, just before the Village 
Haven Restaurant. Flea market opens 8 a.m. Spaces 
$5 each. Some spaces available under the pavilion 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Auction from 
11 a.m. — 2 p.m. Food and beverages available. 
Talk-in 146.76. Contact Rick Fairweather, K1K YI, 
106 Chaplin St., Pawtucket, RI 02861; 401/864- 
9611 (between 7 — 8 p.m. only); k/kyi@arrl.net 


WASHINGTON 


Spokane Hamfest and American Radio Relay 
League Washington State Convention (hosted 
by eight Amateur Radio Clubs .in the Inland 
Empire) will be held 27 Sep 2008, at University 
High School, 12420 E. 32nd Ave., Spokane Valley, 
WA 99216. Admission $5 (age 18 and under free). 
Commercial tables $15 ($12 if paid before 06 
Sep). Swap tables $7.50 ($5 if paid before 06 Sep). 
Admission not included in the price of table space. 
Vendor set-up Friday, 26 Sep, 7 — 9 p.m. Vendor 
set-up Saturday, 27 Sep, 8 a.m. Open to public 9 
a.m.—5 p.m. License exam 11 a.m. Free off-street 


parking for cars and RVs. Contact Betsy Ashle- 


man, N7WRQ, 509/448-5821; n7wrq@aol.com; 
www.kbara.org; www.vhfclub.org 


adio- 


Amazing 
High Performance! 


» Very Sensitive, Dual Conversion 

¢ Bass, Treble, RF Gain Controls 

¢ AM/SW 520kHz-30MHz, FM 

¢ 50 Memories, Wide/Narrow Switch 

¢ Built-in Twin Coil Ferrite™ Antenna 
External Antenna Jacks, AM-IF Out 
Built-in Battery Charger 
12" Wide with Fold-Down Handle 
$1499 


C.CRAINE~ 


Free Catalog 


800-522-8863 - Ccrané.com 
1001 Main Street, Fortuna, CA 95540 
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As a service to our readers, WorldRadio presents a feature listing of those 
VE exams, times and locations which are sent to us. Please remember that our 
deadline for publication is three months in advance. For example, if your VE 
group is scheduling an exam for December, please have the information to us 
by mid-September. WorldRadio, 2120 28th St., Sacramento, CA 95818. Please 
mark the envelope “VE Exams.” List the location (City, State), any information 


examinees should have (advance registration, etc.) and the name and telephone 
number of a person to contact for further information. Examinees should bring 
their original license (along with a photo copy), two forms of identification (at 
least one should be a photo), and required fee. 

p/r pref.=pre-register preferred but w/iOK ~—— w/i=walk-in only 


p/r=pre-register only —no wi/i w/i pref.=w/i preferred to p/r 


City Date Contact Notes 
Alabama 
Birmingham first Sun Ken Adkisson, wb4fay @wb4fay.com, www: w4cue.com 
Montgomery second Mon. Steve Padgett, K4NM or Jim Eiland, KR4JY, www.w4ap.org 
Arizona 
Mesa third Mon Steve, KY7W, 480/804-1469, kj7wk@cox.net wii 
Yuma sec Sat Beverly, KB7ROB, 928/342-9460, 
_ LSIDEBOTTO@ROADRUNNER.COM pir 
Arkansas e 
Harrison sec Sat Tom, KCS5GNS, 870/743-1883, kcSgns@wholedamarea.com 
California 
Chula Vista fourth Sat Tuck, NZ6T, nz6t@arrl.org 
Highland 9/20/08 Ed Slaughter, WU6I, : 
' 909/864-0155, WU6I @arrl.net w/i or p/r 
Lake Isabella second Sat Mike, KA6IYS, 760/378-1028 p/r or w/i 
Loma Linda 9/11/08 ’ Samuel C. Eller, 
909/796-2996, ad6ue@arrl.net ~ wii 
Long Beach third Sat Louise, N6ELK, 562-429-1355 p/r 
Manteca/Tracy fourth Sat David, NSFDL, 209/835-6893, n5dfi@arrl.net p/r 
Napa 9/07/08 Rich, KO6FR, 707/252-6276 wii pref. 
Redwood City 9/20/08 Al, WB6IMX, WB6IMX @worldnet.att. net wii 
Sacramento Hotline! 916/492-6115, n6na@arrl.org 
San Francisco 9/07/08 San Francisco Ham Crams, www.hamcrams.com, 
® 8:45a.m. SHARP!, San Francisco County Fair, 
Building Hall of Flowers whi OK 
San Pedro fourth Sun _ Bill, W6AJ@arrl.net or * 
, Doug, W6HB @arrl.net p/r 
San Pedro second Sun __ Bill, W6AJ@arrl.net or : 

. Doug, W6HB @arrl.net p/t 
Santa Rosa Hotline! Hotline - Recording, 707/579-9608 w/i OK 
Sebastopol Hotline! | Recording, 707/579-9608 
Stockton 9/20/08 Mike Zane, N6ZW, 

209/369-0859, n6zw @arrl.net p/r pref. only 
Sunnyvale 9/13/08 Godron, W6NW, sv @amateur-radio.org, 

www.amateur-radio.org wii 
Colorado 
Bailey fourth Sat Padre, WOWPD, 303/838-6568, 

_ wOwpd@eathlink,net, www.abOpc.org - p/r pref. 

Louisville first Thurs Phil, AB@JR, ABOJR @yahoo.com or Ellie, N@QCX * 

on the BARC repeater on 146.70(—) wii 
Florida 
Melbourne first Sat John, AA8IS @earthlink.net, 321/674-9022 wii ok 
North Port Call! Bill Norris, KC7TSG, 941/426-0214 wii pref. 
St. Pete Call!! Mark, NP3R 727/528-0071 w/i pref. 
St. Petersburg Call!! Connie, K4TBZ, 

727/541-2491, radcfd@aol.com w/i pref. 
Hawaii 
Oahu TBD Call Lee, KH6BZF, 808/247-0587, 
a 808/551-3494, leewical@aol.com p/r 
Illinois Po 
Bolingbrook third Sat Dale, W9KHX, 815/723-3332 : wii ok 
Oak Forest 9/13/08 Tim Pechtold, AA9BY, re 

708/687-5057, aa9bv @amsat.org p/r pref. 
Roselle second Tues Sam Baribeau, W9SFB, 

630/894-0708, w9sfb@aol.com p/r 
Indiana 
South Bend third Mon Alan, NY9A, 574/232-6883, pir 
lowa ™ 
Benton County fourth Thurs Al Hammond, KOHWE, 
319/446-7570, kOhwe@inav.net p/r pref. 
Des Moines 9/21/08 Dan Miller, KC@FRL, home 515/285-7981, 

cell 515/491-0186, kcOfrl @arrl.net w/i OK 
Vinton 9/25/08 Al Hammond, 

kOhwe @inav.net, 319/446-7570 p/r pref. 
Vinton third Thurs Ken, NOEGV 319/223-5739 p/r pref. 
Louisiana 
Lafayette first Thurs Acadiana Amateur Radio Assoc,. 

Danny Griffith, KSARH, kSarh@wSddl.org _ w/i pref. 
Massachusetts 
Brookline second Mon Dick Doherty, KA1TUZ, 617/527-2968, 

kaltuz@arrl.net, www.barc.org wii OK 
Framingham second Wed Jim, WIEQW, 508-435-6487, testing@fara.org  p/r 
Gloucester second Sun Bob Quinn, WV1A, www.caara.net 
Michigan ! 
Prescott third Wed Dale. 989/873-6920, www.k8oar.com p/r pref. 


Sault Ste. Marie 9/27/08 David Deatrick, wa8old@arrl.net  . w/i OK 


City . . Date Contact Ni Notes 
Minnesota a 
Apple Valley second Thurs Jim, N@OA, 612/384-7709, NOOA@arrl.net -p/r pref. * — 
Mississippi : 
_ Gulfport first Sat _ Barry L. Wilhelm, WBSWB, 
: - | 228/374-3233, WBSWB @Cableone.net wiOK ... 
Missouri 
Camdebton second Wed Lake of Ozark, www.loarc.com . 
Nevada 
Minden 9/20/08 George, WW7E, 
: 775/265-4278, ww7e@arrl.net ‘wiht 
New Jersey siti 
Cranford 9/13/08 Union Co. College, W20U,\732/801-4654 wii or p/r 
Hillsborough 9/27/08 Somerset Fire Academy, NW2P, 
Hier 908/251-3938 _ pir 
Roselle 9/27/08 ~ Gerry, AA2ZJ, 
732/283-2795, ands{@ ar net p/r pref. 
Winslow fourth Tues South Jersey Radio Association, Mark, K2AX, 
: 609/820-1523, jtra@comcast.net, www.sjra.org 
New York 
North Lindenhurst 9/28/08 GSBARC, Walter Wenzel, KA2RGI, 
631/957-0218, ka2rgi@arrl.net 
Yonkers _9/07/08 YARC, Paul, AC2T, 914/237-5589, 
- ac2v@yahoo,com, www. yarc.org wii OK 
Ohio pane 
Cincinnati first Sat Dale, KC8HIJL, 513/769-0789 p/r pref 
Independence  — 9/14/08 Gary, NI8Z, é 
216/642-8705, www.2CARS. org w/i pref. 
Sandusky 9/16/08 ‘Luther Gantz, : 
N8HC, 419/684-7864, n8hc@arrl.net _ wii 
Oregon 
Astoria >. Call! AA7OA, 503/338-3333” pir 
Bend Wedensdays Joe, K7SQ + 541/385-3152 p/r 
Lincoln City first Sat Carl, w7li@arrl net, 503/965-7575 wii OK 
McMinnville Call!!, Mark, AC7ZQ, 503/843-3580 wii OK 
Sisters): 2": Call! Dave, N7TYO 541/549-7831 pr 
Tigard Call! John, KS@F 503/626-7399 p/r 
Pennsylvania ; 
Erie third Sat Floyd Titus, WA3LCO, 814/825-3326, 
_ www.wattsburg-wireless.us, 
' wwa@wattsburg-wireless.us — w/i OK 
Lansdale 9/02/08 Olaf N. Markert, ; 
610/517-5074, w3pa@arrl.net : p/r 
Nazareth first Thurs George Wieland, 610/264-0888, 
george@bioserv.com, www.dlarc.org p/r pref.” 
Philipsburg 9/17/08 Dave Runk, AA3EJ, 814/342-0696, 


aa3ej@yahoo.com, www. philipsburg-ara.org 
Puerto Rico . 


San Juan last Sat Hotline: 787/789-4998, prarl @prarl.org wii 
South Carolina _ . 
Goose Creek 9/17/08 Robert N. Johnson, AE4RJ, 843-761-7637, 
ae4rj @amsat.org, http://tridenthams.org p/r 
Texas ~— 
Irving third Sat Doyle Taylor, ADSKE, : 
972/579-9089, www.irvingarc.org wii OK 
Nacogdoches third Wed Nacogdoches ARC, Army Curtis, AESP, ari af 
é ae5p@arrl. net, 936/560-4997 wii 
Virginia . : 
Alexandria _ second Sat John, WZ4A, maha G@art net, 1 Sfd2 208 wii 
Washington 
Everett fourth Sat Loren Hole, KK7M, 425/335-5158, loren_kk7m@msn. coin, 
j www.wa7law.com or Gary Whitanger, W7MGG, 
425/745-4621, w7mgg@msn.com p/r or wi OK 
Stanwood third Mon — John Isakson, WX7J,. ASRS Rs 
360/387-9114, www.scacwa.org -p/r or w/i OK 
Vancouver _ Hotline! CCARC, 360/254-0608, www.w/7aia.org ‘wii OK 
Wisconsin ‘ ‘ 
Madison first Sat Carolyn, NQ9A, ; 
608/246-0225, nq9a@arrl.net © Ae Tite: 
Racine first Sat Robert, WOWLWN 262/886-8551 wii pref. 
Sheboygan 9/16/08 Art Pahr, K9XJ, 920/876-2370, k9xj@arrl.net or _ 
Mike Gottsacker, KD9TZ, 920/565-2672, ; 
mgottsac@excel.net p/r pref. 
Tomahawk last Sat Diane, KA9BHK, 715/453-3908, pis 
-KA9BHK @ARRL.NET wii OK 
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a | NEW PRODUCTS @y 


Information in “New Products” is supplied by the manufacturers to acquaint WorldRadio readers with new products on the market. 


JWM Engineering Group Low-Noise Microwave PLL Oscillators 


Responding to comments from the microwave 
experimenter community, JWM Engineering Group 
has developed a new line of low-noise microwave PLL 

oscillators. The new modules are designed to replace 
unstable crystal oscillator LO chains in kit and home- 
made microwave transceiver equipment. 

The PLLs are designed to use a stable external 10 
MHz or 100 MHz reference oscillator like a TCXO, 
oven controlled oscillator or a Rubidium reference and 
will provide the same frequency stability as the refer- 
ence oscillator used. 

The Model 1152-A features +20dBm typical RF 
output with harmonics more than minus 15dBc below 
the fundamental. Typical phase noise is minus 113dBc/ 
Hzat 100kHz and minus 70dBc/Hzat 1kHz. The Model 
1152-A is capable of producing eight output frequencies 
(1152, 1268, 1296.8, 1080, 1128, 1104, 1123.2 and 1136 
MHz), which are selected using internal jumpers. These 
frequencies allow 432 MHz, 144 MHz, or 28 MHz 
intermediate frequency schemes, as well as a beacon 
driver source for thel.2 GHz band. 

The Model 1152-ALN (1152 MHz) and the Model 
2556-ALN (2556 MHz) are single frequency ultra-low 
noise PLL units designed for critical applications. 

Harmonics are more than 20dBc below the funda- 
mental, and phase noise measures at minus 134dBc/Hz 
at 100 kHz for the Model 1152-ALN and minus 126 dBe/ 
Hzat 100kHz for the Model 2556-ALN. Output power is 
typically 20dBm, perfect for driving 3dB power splitters, 
high-level mixers and power amplifier stages. 

“The Model 1152-ALN and the Model 2556-ALN 
begin to approach crystal oscillator phase noise perfor- 
mance and can improve system performance for critical 


communications modes such as JT-65, long-haul DX 
and EME,” said Jerry Mulchin, N7EME, President of 
the JWM Engineering Group. 

All units operate at 13.5VDC, typically drawing 
140mA, making them ideal for battery and portable 
operations. The external reference frequency can be 
either 10 MHz or 100 MHz, and an external “Lock” 
signal output is provided. The machined aluminum 
case is compact, measuring 3.75 inches x 1.75 inches X 
0.89 inches (L x W x H). 

Availability and Pricing: All three low-noise PLL 
units are available now. Pricing is as follows, shipping 
and handling is not included: 

Model 1152A: US $269.95 each, Model 1152-ALN 
and Model 2556-ALN: US $289.95 each. 

More information, including phase noise plots and 
operation manuals, may be found on the JWM Engi- 
neering Group website: http.//jwmeng.com 

All products have a full one-year limited warranty. 
Custom frequencies are available. Contact JWM 
Engineering Group to discuss your needs at: JWM 
Engineering Group, 9 Westchester Court, Trabuco 
Canyon, CA 92679; 949/713-6367; jwm@jwmeng.com; 
www,jwmeng.com 


Charger Storage Container 


Have you ever lost an electronic charger or adapter 
and found yourself with a dead nih) or, worse yet, a 
product you can't use? 


Inventor Tammy Lindberg has solved this problem | 


with her new Charger Storage Container. This unique and 
useful accessory solves the problem of what to do with 
all the different chargers and adapters that we need for 
cell phones, Blue Tooth, IPODS, Blackberries, and other 
electronics. No longer do you need to worry about where 
you put them or which product they go with. 

The Charger Storage Container is 8 inches wide, 3 
inches high and 2 inches deep and can be placed ina drawer 
or cabinet, or it can be easily attached to a cabinet or wall 
with removable (provided) adhesive. The patent-pending 
Charger Storage Container features three partitions that 


make room for four compartments, Each compartment 
houses a single charger, so there’s no tangling of cords and 
allows easy labeling for easy identification of the charger. If 
you choose not to use the label, each compartment features 


 alid with a slit that allows the cord to slide through the lid 


so the charger sits on the closed lid, allowing you to readily 
see which charger you need. 

- The Charger Storage Container can be imprinted 
with company, organization, or group logo or name, and 
its low cost makes it the perfect promotional product or 
countertop sales item. The Charger Storage Container is 
available for licensing or the manufacturing rights may 
be purchased. 

For more information, contact Tammy Lindberg at 
bitbritl@verizon.net 


MFJ-618 DualChannel Speech Intelligibility Enhancer” 


The new MFJ-618 has all the speech-enhancing 
features of the popular MFJ-616 and gives you sepa- 
rately adjustable frequency channels for your left and 

right ears. 

This lets you compensate for deficiencies in your 
hearing that may be dramatically different for each ear. 
By equalizing the frequency response of both ears, you 
vastly improve speech intelligibility. 


The MFJ-618 Sound-Field Expansion™ adds a 
3-dimensional spatial presence that can greatly improve 
speech intelligibility by up to an additional 3 dB. It’s like 
hearing and feeling the presence of a person directly in 
front of you. 

It measures 10W x 3H x 6D inches (MFJ-618, 
$219.95). 12VDC or 110 VAC w/MFIJ-1316, $21.95. 

MFJ-618 is protected by MFJ’s famous No Matter 
What” one year limited warranty. MFJ will repair or 
replace (at our option) your MFJ products no matter 
what for one complete year. 

Toorder, get a free catalog, or for your nearest dealer, 
call 800/647-1800, or write to MFJ, 300 Industrial 
Park Road, Starkville, MS 39759, or go online to www. 
mfjenterprises.com or fax to: 662/323-6551. 


Visit us on the web at: www.wr6wr.com 


» Hundreds now in use in lrag 
* Heights from 10° — 100° 
# Nearly maintenance free 


© No compressors or seals 
io wear outl 


Try our new Budget RM SERIES Masts! 
hito://Awww.floatograph.com/rmmast/ 


TEC HBMOLO GIRS, LLC 


i TRLBESKPING MART SVATEMS 


SOT.S69 2O8 
WWW.FLOATOGRAPH.COM 
9520 Colesville Rd. 

Silver Sp pring, | MD. 2090 
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Please send the following 
friends a free sample 
copy of WorldRadia 
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City 
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Address 

City 
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Mail to: 

WorldRadio Send-a-Friend 
P.O. Box 189490 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
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WorldRadio Mart 
Buy - Trade - Sell 


MART deadline is the 15th of the month two months prior to issue date. Please include an 
address on all ads so prospective clients can contact you by mail, if they prefer. Commercial rate: 
47¢/word, prepaid. Private rate: 32¢/word, prepaid. For credit card orders only: (VS, MC,AmEx) - 
Fax 916/457-7339 with card number, exp. date, name as it appears on card, and signature. 


WANTED: OLD QSL CARD COLLEC- 
TIONS. Collector looking for U.S. and DX cards 
for historical projects. W2VRK, 9 Laird Terrace, 
Somerset, NJ 08873, e-mail: tplirs@patmedia. 
net. 508-1108 


f CERTIFICATE FOR PROVEN TWO-WAY 


RADIO CONTACTS with amateurs in all 10 
USA call areas. Award suitable to frame and 
proven achievements added on request. Send 
SASE to W6LS, 45527 3rd St. East, Lancaster, 
CA 93535-1802.to get data sheet. 2. OO 


NAME TAGS BY GENE — In full color, our 
artwork or yours. See our web page for samples 
and prices. www.hampubs.com; HARLAN 
TECHNOLOGIES, 5931 Alma Dr., Rockford, 
IL 61108-2409; 815/398-2683. 0908 


WANTED FOR MUSEUM: PRE-1980 
MICRO-COMPUTERS, also early-micro- 
computer journals, newsletters and advertising 
literature. KK4WW, P.O. Box 179, Floyd, VA 
24091; 540/763-2321, 540/745-2322. Ae 209 


ASA Engineering... siete seein 16 ICOM America, Inc. .............. StepplR ogee scsehe bunts taoh eee 13 
Antique Radio Classified. ......... 45 IIX Equipment, Ltd............. 8, a Success- Easy/Alternative AltS iy eet 4 
DS Ae le Wiles ere tela eunatia Ginebaey rd Gemet 42 J-ames Pole Antennas ............. 8 T.G, Blectronies |: .c\)< coo) ein tee 10 
Associated Radio ise nile Suck on ve 6 JTK Communications ............% 48 T.G.M. Communications.......... 7 
Batteries America/Mr, Nicd........ 29 K-Yi Filter Corio isieibiednaneaesanulern a 6 Telewave, Ino: 3), as/staasene sa eae 7 
Bilal Con lows co adios tele Rake 46 Mackey, James) Busia any itriteainte ete 4 Ten-Teez Inc. o:./e:0 sities eae ere iets 43 
Buckmaster Publishing ......:.... 47 Mast Company, The.............+ 48 Ten-Ten International............. 44 
C. Crane' Company ~si2ih 3 vis ween 51 MFI Enterprises, Inc........... 14, 15 Unified Microsystems ............. 8 
Cable X-perts, Ine. e set eae ty 41 N4PY Software MERE STN POE | PA ath 4 Universal Electronics............. 48 
Caps Unlimited: iio ee eg lind a 4 WNational RE: ois.) Paw lanienip elses 7 Vasomax..(o sige tect eaters See 4 
Circuit Specialists, Inc. ........... 48 NiCd Lady, The PRAt A Hibo aAE Eats 25 Vibroplex Co:;; These: istic kare ey 8 
Clean RF Technologies ........... 33 PC. Eleetronicss.)2.)..)siuiaia sere aos 27 VIS Amateur Supply ............+ 40 
Courage Handi-Ham System........ 8 PacificcAntenna.).) ic mning males 26 W2IHY Technologies............. 22 
Cutting Edge Enterprises.......... 40 Paddlette Company .............. 42 W7FG Ladder Line & Antennas ..... 8 
DC Ace, en oak ees AGES ee 16 Palomar Engineers.......... 6, 19, 26 Webster Communications, Inc, ...... 4 
DX Engineering, (). ioeic vgs iahoans ery) Penny’s Stitch n’ Print............ 48 Wilderness Radio. ...........+ + 43 
PIXCS COKE ig acts ceiuen cievoce vehement 21 QO WAG ata ie ioicit oN bimtiet oie aag 45 Wireman, Inc., The/ ; 
Electric Radio QMN Handbook/Southwest Clear Signal Products.......... 34 
Engineering Systems, Inc Michigan Specialty Services. .... Bye Worldradio Subscription ........... 9 
EPCOM QSLs by W4MPY™. 0. 6 one welts gins 4 Worldradio Send-a-Friend......... 54 
EZ Hang ROE Parts visa. 0) asks foneany alata 2A, 35 WorldRadio MART ............5. 54 
Floatograph Radio Club of Worldradio products. ...... . .27, 32, 55 
Ham Radio Outlet Junior High School 22, The ..... 11 XMatch Antenna Tuners ...... Papert: 
HamStuff by W7NN ......5....4. 48 Sign Man of Baton Rouge, The..... 12 A 
HamTestOnhine ovis jie ssstes stents a) Smiley Antenna Co., The.......... 31 

re se ee le Ld ee ee ee lee 


To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643 


-BEAM HEADINGS from your QTH to over 


400 USA & Worldwide locations $20.00. DX- 


ENGINEERING SYSTEMS INC., P.O. Box 


1934 Middleburg, VA 20118-1934; w4het@aol. 
com. FOO 


ELECTRON TUBES: Transmitting, receiving, 
military obsolete...all types. Large inventory. 
Fast delivery. DAILY ELECTRONICS, P.O. Box 
822437, Vancouver, WA 98682-0053; 360/896- 
8856, 800/346-6667, fax 360/896-5476; e-mail: 
daily@worldaccessnet.com; website: www. 
dailyelectronics.net. 908-909 


FOR SALE: CQ/HAM RADIO/QST/73 
magazines and binders. SASE brings data sheet. 
W6DDB, 45527 Third Street East, Lancaster, CA 
93535-1802. FOO 


FOR SALE: REPEATERS, HARDLINE, 

GOOD STUFF. See our website: www.GNARC. 

org. area Norwalk Amateur Radio Club 
108-109 


_- EMBROIDERED HAM RADIO HATS: 


Name, call sign, QTH — $14.99. DAN L. 
WARNER/HOTPRESS, 20406 Rhododendron 
Dr. E, Bonney Lake, WA 98391; 800/862-1221; 
www.hotpresstshirts.com 508-509 


AMATEUR BAND CRYSTALS: FT243, 
HC6U crystals, popular AM/CW frequencies. 
Send S.A.S.E. to AF4K, 117 Sterling Pine St., 
Sanford, FL 32773; 407/323-4178. See http:// — 
www.af4k.com/crystals.htm 8-1008 


=< = ADVERTISER'S INDEX eee 


WerldRadio Books, etc. 


¢ AERIALS I, by Kurt N. Sterba & Lil Paddle 
Kurt N. Sterba, along with his soulmate, Lil Paddle, take on the world of antennas in order to 
make sure that “Truth, Justice, and the dB claims, shall be correct, and maximum power with 
lowest SWR shall be available for all” rings out across the Amateur Radio world. 80 pp. $10.00 
+ $3.00 s/h ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $.78 tax. 

_¢ SIX METERS, A GUIDE TO THE MAGIC BAND, 3rd Edition, by Ken Neubeck, 

WB2AMU. 
A labor of love by the author, the book provides comprehensive information on Six Meter equip- 
ment and modes. A little history of the Golden Age of Six Meters is provided along with some 
explanations for the causes of various forms of propagation. 128 pp. $13.00 + $3.00 shipping 
and handling. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add $1.01 tax. 

¢ THE EASY WAY, HF ANTENNA SYSTEMS, by John M Haerle; WBSIIR 
First published in 1984, this HF antenna compendium by the late John Hearle is the result of 
information accumulated to assist MARCO members with their antenna systems. The book 
is easy to read, and covers antenna fundamentals, basic, special and beam antennas, with a 
section on 160M. Softcover, 8.5"x11", 96 pp., index. Stes + $3.00 s/h. CA residents add $.93 
tax. 

¢ INSIDE AMATEUR RADIO, by Lenore Jensen, WONAZ 
Interviews with the people who make Amateur Radio the engaging hobby that it is. cK col- 
lection of short stories and anecdotes detailing courageous rescues, hilarious situations and 

. heart-warming tales, as told by the Hams who made them happen, through the “pen” of 

someone who truly knew what it was about “Inside Amateur Radio.” A must for every Ham 
shack coffee table. 93 pp. $9.00 + $3.00 shipping and handling. ($5. 00 for non-US ZIP air 
delivery.) CA residents add $.70 tax. 


¢ WorldRadio ’99 CD 

Contains all 1999 WorldRadio i issues al the following 
" digitized books — “Aerials,” “Aerials IT, » “Aerials III,” 

and an interview with Kurt N. Sterba. MAC & PC compat- 

ible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CAresidents, $1.93 tax 


* WorldRadio ’00 CD ; 

WorldRadio Contains all 2000 WorldRadio issues plus the following 

digitized books — ‘40+5 Years of HF Mobileering,”’ 

“Everything You Forgot to ask About HF Mobileering,” 

“es seismic “The Little Pistol’s Guide to HF Propagation.” MAC 

wthoasenmeen | & PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. CA residents, 
eo Wociate are, $1.93 tax. 


* WorldRadio 01 CD 

Contains all 2001 WorldRadio issues plus the following — 
digitized books — “When the Big One Hits,” “Current 
Issues in Emergency Communications — EMCOMM 
for the new millennium,” “Management of the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Communications Function.” MAC & 
PC compatible. $24.95 + $2.00 S&H. 

CA residents, $1.93 tax. 


Send me the following items 


ree WorldRadio 2005-2006 CD $10.00 OS 


Science Of Audio VHS 


CA residents add 7.75% sales tax 


TOTAL PRICE 


Address 


¢ WHEN THE BIG ONE HITS, A Survival Guide for i. Radio Operators, by Jerry Boyd, 


KGO6LF & Jay Boyd, KN6BP 

Tells Amateur Radio operators what to do to prepare for survival, safety of families and loved 
ones, and perform disaster communications duties efficiently in the face of disaster. 56 pp. $7.50 
+ $2.00 s/h. ($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CAresidents add $.58 tax. 


¢ BEST OF BEASLEY, by Robert Beasley, K6BJH 


“Oh, to see ourselves as others see us.:.” A wacky view of Amateur Radio through the eyes of a 
very clever cartoonist. Great gift for a fellow amateur. 112 pp. $8.00+$3.00 seipping and handling. 
($5.00 for non-US ZIP air delivery.) CA residents add$.62 tax. 


° MANAGEMENT OF THE AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


FUNCTION, by Jerry Boyd, MS, KW7J, Chief of Police, Retired 

This 48-page booklet discusses the specific management responsibilities of eased) Coordi- 
nators and other EMCOMM managers. It provides very helpful information for such managers 
on how to efficiently and effectively accomplish those tasks. $8.00 + $1.50 shipping and handling. 
CA residents add $.62 tax. 


¢ CURRENT ISSUES IN EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS — EMCOMM for the new 


millennium, by Jerry Boyd, K6BZ, Chief of Police, Retired 

This very timely, 24-page booklet details the role of Amateur Radio assistance in emergency 
situations. It deals with the organization of a response team, working with different types of com- 
munications, different organizations, preparedness kits, training, media relations and working | 
with other radio services. AVAILABLE ONLINE with payment by Visa, MasterCard or American 
Express and receive booklet after checkout via download. (www.wr6wr.com, go to products, then 
select books.) $3.00. CA residents will pay $3.23. 


e What does the fash- 
ionable Amateur Radio 
Operator wear to keep 
_ up with the times? Why, 
a WorldRadio LOGO 
WATCH! it comes witha 
classy black leather strap. 
Specify ladies’ or men’s. 
Only $25, no shipping 
charge. CA residents add 
$1.94 tax. 


e Guaranteed to make your 
beverage taste better! — 
WorldRadio MUG is a 
cobalt blue 11-0z. ceramic 
mug with light blue imprint. 
$8.00+$6.00 s/h. CA resi- 
dents add $.54 tax. 


e THE SCIENCE OF 
AUDIO Bob Heil, 
K9EID. This video, pre- 
sented in Bob’s own inim- 
itable style, covers audio 
signals, the human ear, 
microphones, phasing, 
parametric equalization, 
and much more! $19.95+ 
$3.00 S&H. CA residents 
add $1.59 tax. 

VHS only 


¢ WorldRadio 2002-2004 
Covers 36 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 
index. $15.00 + $2.00 s/h. 

CA residents add $1.16 
tax. 


Werkikadio 
2002-2804 


¢ WorldRadio 2005-2006 
Covers 24 issues of World- 
Radio with searchable 
index. $10.00 + $2.00 s/h. 
CA residents add $.78 tax. 


eoecceecceecee Send your order to eeeceeccececcece 


WorldRadio Books ¢ P.O. Box189490 ¢ Sacramento, CA 95818 


Check or money order enclosed for $_ 
Charge my credit card: 
OWVISA CJMasterCard ClAmerican Express 


. Account Number, Expiration Date 


Signature 


Name & call (please print) 


City/State/ZIP 


mily Stewart, KCOPTL, was chosen 
as the 2008 Amateur Radio Newsline” 
Young Ham of the Year. 

The 17-year-old from Leavenworth, 
Kansas, with interests as diverse as 
astronomy, spaceflight, pharmacy .and 
public service using Ham Radio, is the 
daughter of Mike and Sharon: Stewart. 
Mike is KOMDS. This fall Emily is head- 
ing into her senior year at Leavenworth 
High School, where she’s a member of the 


National Honor Society, Vice President of 
_ I] wanted to have some training so I took 
_ a-couple of online courses in’ emergency 
communications,” Emily says. “And, either 
| will goout with my dad when we get called 
_ out to do some storm chasing, or I will stay 
__athome and do spotting from home just in 
- case something really nasty does happen. 
_ Then that way I’m home with my mom.” 


the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and 
is a copy editor for the school yearbook. 
Emily says she has lived in Kansas for 
‘ eight years. Prior to that, home was in Ger- 
many, where her father was serving in.the 
U.S. military. She credits her dad for spark- 
ing her interest in Amateur Radio when they 
moved back to the United States: “I thought 
it was really cool when he started talking to 
people overseas in Europe,” Emily recalls. 
“And, Germany was still kind of home to 
me so when he started talking to people in 
Germany I said I wanted to do that, too.” 
Emily earned her Technician license in 
August 2003. She upgraded to General in 
April 2007. She says she was so excited 
about her new hobby that she wanted to 
share it with others and made presenta- 


(USPS 947000) 
2120 28" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 
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on the mailing label.) 


Young Ham Of The Year Award 


Emily says her other Ham Radio passions 


are public service and storm spotting: “My 
_ dad would sometimes take me out with 


him to go storm spotting and I decided that 


Emily’s public service is not limited to 


_ Ham Radio. She is a volunteer at a local 
» Leavenworth pharmacy, an ongoing expe- 
_ rience that she calls very rewarding. Sheis 
_ already a Registered Pharmacy Technician 
_ with the state of Kansas and is considering 
making pharmacy her career. 


Emily also has a deep interest in 


spaceflight and astronomy. Her second 
_ cousin is U.S. Astronaut Robert L. Stew- 


‘orldRadio 


. tions at school during her sixth- and , 
_ seventh-grade years. That led to getting 
~ active in her local radio club and even 
- contributing articles to the club newslet- 
_ ter. Emily’s activity also led to her an 
_ appointment as the first Assistant Section 
_ Manager for Youth in the ARRL Kansas 
: section, a job she has held since 2006. . 


art, who flew on two shuttle missions on ~ 


| the Challenger and Atlantis. spacecraft. 


She has been attending Spacecamp since 


_ she was in the 6th grade. 


Emily was nominated by Susan Backs, 


_ KOQICR, the wife of Paul Backs, KCQICQ, 
| Leavenworth’s Emergency Coordinator for 


ARES activities. Susan summarizes Emily 


_ this way: “Her leadership, her outreach, 
| technical and public service achievements 
| mark her as an outstanding example to 


other young amateurs.” 

The 2008 Amateur Radio Newsline” 
“Young Ham of the Year Award” will be 
presented to Emily Saturday, 16 Aug 08, 
at the Huntsville Hamfest in Huntsville, 
Alabama. At the award ceremony, Emily 


~ received, courtesy of Vertex-Standard, an. 


expense-paid trip to the Huntsville Hamfest, — 
along with a gift of Yaesu brand Ham Radio 
equipment. CQ magazine treated her to an 
expense-paid week at Spacecamp Hunts- 
ville and presented Emily with a variety of 


CQ products. Amateur Radio Newsline™ 
will present Emily with a commemorative 


__ plaque at the award ceremony. Once again, 
_ the cost of this year’s plaque was under- 
_ written by Dave Bell (W6AQ), President 
of DBA Entertainment Inc., Hollywood, 


California. 
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